
Existentialism:  

                             An Introduction

  

(You’ll want to take notes) 



Why? 

Essential Questions: 

Where is meaning in the world? 

What is “faith” and why is it important? 

What is freedom?  Who has it and who does not? 

How do people lead “authentic” lives? 

Why is there something rather than nothing? 



Origins:  

The Book of Job 

Why do the righteous 

suffer? 



Existentialism: The Key Figures 

Nietzsche (1844-1900) 

Kierkegaard (1813-1855) 

Camus (1913-1960) 

De Beauvoir (1908-1986) 

Sartre (1905-1980) 



Five Main Tenets: 

1. “Existence precedes essence.” 

2. Time is of the essence 

3. Humanism 

4. Freedom / Responsibility 

5. Ethical considerations are paramount 



Central Topics of Discussion  

Freedom 

Authenticity 

Angst / Anxiety 

Nothingness 

Absurdity 

 



And now for a mildly amusing 

comic… 



And now for another mildly amusing 

comic… 



No Exit Quotes to Know  

Garcin: “Hell is other people” 

Estelle: "Your crystal? It's grotesque. Do you think you can fool me with that 
sort of talk? Everyone knows by now what I did to my baby. The crystal's 
shattered, but I don't care. I'm just a hollow dummy, all that's left of me is the 
outside-but it's not for you."  

Inez: "Suppose I try to be your glass? Come and pay me a visit, dear. Here's a 
place for you on my sofa."  

Inez: "Nothing, whatever. Nothing of you's left on earth-not even a shadow. All 
you own is here. Would you like that paper-knife? Or that ornament on the 
mantelpiece? That blue sofa's yours. And I, my dear, am yours forever.  

Garcin: "You're crazy, both of you. Don't you see where this is leading us? For 
pity's sake, keep your mouths shut. Now let's all sit down again quite quietly; 
we'll look at the floor and each must try to forget the others are there."  

Garcin: “Well, let’s get on with it…” 

 

 



No Exit Review Questions  

When the door opens, why doesn’t Garcin leave 
the room? 

Why might Estelle’s use of Inez as her mirror 
constitute “bad faith”? 

Why do you think Estelle attempts to kill Inez?  
What does her attempt at murder seem to 
suggest about one of the central ideas of the 
play?  

 


