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English 11 Honors 
Reading Calendar 2014  
 

 

Unit III  
Adventures in Globalization 

 
 
The poor complain, they always do 
But that’s just idle chatter 
Our system brings rewards to all 
At least to those who matter 

 
           -Noam Chomsky  
           paraphrasing Gerald Helleiner 

 
 

In Cat’s Cradle, H. Lowe Crosby moves his 
bicycle business to a small Caribbean nation 
in order to escape regulation and lower 
production costs.  To do this, Crosby is interested in altering the culture of San Lorenzo in order to 
create a more hospitable business climate.  Though Cat’s Cradle is a work of fiction, the attitudes and 
practices it is satirizing are very real.  And in the half century since the book’s publication, the 
importance and complexity of this issue, which we’ll call globalization, has grown considerably.   
 
In a 2001 speech, linguist Noam Chomsky used the above epigraph to bring to light a critique of 
globalization: that it only benefits some, and that the beneficiaries are more important than those left 
behind.  But proponents of globalization say that by limiting economic, cultural, and political 
barriers, people in developing nations will have greater access to money and markets in developed 
nations, and that the kinds of prosperity known in some parts of the world will expand to all parts of 
the world. 
 
Although the term has been around since the 1960s, “Globalization” is used to describe a variety of 
changing economic, political, and cultural processes that are transforming the ways in which 
people experience the world.  In short, globalization is the process by which large, global things are 
made into smaller, local ones.  As a phenomenon, this process is nothing new, but with the constant 
and rapid development of communication technology, moving goods and services all over the world 
is now easier than ever before.   
 
Our interest in globalization is twofold. For starters, we will develop a set of strategies to use as we 
navigate challenging, nonfiction texts.  Second, we will use these strategies to seek out information 
(re-search… yes!yes!), put voices in dialogue, and create a 4-6 page analytical research paper.  Whew! 
 
Please note: the greatest challenge of this unit is that you will have to balance two long-term projects 
at the same time: writing a research paper and reading a book.  Use the included calendar to 
carefully plan ahead and manage your time wisely.  Waiting until the last minute or skipping 
assignments and planning to do them later will very quickly compound into a serious problem.   
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Day Due at the Start of Class: Class Work 

Getting Started: Working Toward a Basic Understanding of Globalization 

M, 4/14 Enthusiasm for your own education! -Deconstructing a bin Laden photo, Top 7 QTI 
-View TED talk on Globalization 
-View/ generate working Definitions of Globalization 
-distribute indy reading book list and discuss reading 
journal assignment 

Tu, 4/15 -Make an appropriate choice from 
the indy reading list and check your 
book out from the LMC 

-Continue View/ generate working Definitions of 
Globalization 
-discuss criticisms of globalization 
-Distribute Barber reading 

W, 4/16 -Being reading your indy reading 
book 

- Pt 1. Economic implications 
-read Rai – “A Tutor Half a World Away” 
-Activity: “Understanding Outsourcing” 
-share out answers in sm groups 

Th, 4/17 - Read your indy reading book 
-Read Barber, Jihad v. McWorld and 
create formal outline of his article, 
identifying claim, topic sentences, 
evidence, and analysis 

Pt. 2 - Political implications: 
-sm group/whole group Barber 
-criticisms of Barber 

F4/18 - Read your indy reading book  
 

NO SCHOOL 

   

M, 4/21 - Read your indy reading book  
 

NO SCHOOL 

Tu, 4/22 - Read your indy reading book 
-Read excerpt from Kincaid, A 
Small Place and write a 300 word 
response applying the ideas we’ve 
discussed in class 
- Watch Life and Debt 
 

Pt. 3 - Cultural implications: 
- Star Wars in Holland & Dutch vacations to Asbury 
Park, Heavy Metal in Baghdad 
-Discuss Kincaid responses 
-Pass out Indy Reading Journal Assignment 
-Debrief: how does this film address economic, 
political and cultural aspects of globalization? 

Moving Forward: Putting our Knowledge into Practice 

W, 4/23 - Read your indy reading book -Assign research paper, cover Qs 
-How to write a research paper 
-Incorporating an evolving thesis 
(anything we’re going to cover as the unit progresses 
can be cited in your paper) 
(by now, you should understand which of the 
globalization subtopics your book covers. We’ll begin 
researching tomorrow) 
 

  

Disclaimer:  Perhaps more than any other topic we’ve discussed so far, the issue of globalization is a 
highly politicized one.  As your teacher, I’m not interested in what side is necessarily “right” or “wrong” 
because, as you will learn soon enough, the issue is far too complicated to be understood in these 
simplistic terms.   
 
I am interested, though, in encouraging you to understand and evaluate others’ arguments.  I’m also 
invested in encouraging you to use these arguments to formulate an informed opinion of your own.  This 
unit is ultimately a discussion of possibilities and when we explore possibilities, it allows us to understand 
issues from multiple perspectives without attacking individual people.  Be good and play nice. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdYwAXZh0ME
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHJPSLgHemM&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdYwAXZh0ME
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHJPSLgHemM&feature=related
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2005/09/08/studying-locally-teaching-globally/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1992/03/jihad-vs-mcworld/3882/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWPkOUxxm4M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GBZ7Ggx-rUE
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Th, 4/24 - Read your indy reading book -Research Day: review methods to locate “good” 
sources, MEL, etc. 
 -Find at least one reliable source to bring to class 
tomorrow 

F, 4/25 - Read your indy reading book 
-1st Indy Reading Journal due 

-Workshop central claims 
-Source show and tell, small group/whole group 
-Assignment: Developing a critical relationship with a source 
-Turn in Indy Reading Journal #1 

   

M, 4/28 - Read your indy reading book 
 

-More practice with critical source work sm group / 
whole group 

Tu, 4/29 - Read your indy reading book 
 

-11th Grade EDPs 

W, 4/30 - Read your indy reading book 
-Work toward completing 1st draft 

-Jigsaw Ch. 8, Writing Analytically 
-Intro & Conclusion workshop 
-Look at sample intros 

Understanding  Cultural Resistance : Reactions Against Globalization 
Th, 5/1 -Read Duncombe, “Introduction” 

-300 word response that addresses 
evidence from throughout the essay 

-What is dissent and how do people do it? In school, at 
work, on a local, regional, national level? 
-Answer: Why can’t Johnny dissent? 
-Debrief Duncombe, sm group / whole group 
-How could this be useful in our papers as a potential 
source? 

F, 5/2 -Read your indy reading book 
- Work toward completing 1st draft 

-Watch excerpts from The Yes Men  
 

   

M, 5/5 -Read your indy reading book 
- Work toward completing 1st draft 

-Continue watching excerpts from The Yes Men 
-Read and discuss WA: Synthesizing Sources 

Tu, 5/6 -Read Frank, “Why Johnny Can’t 
Dissent” 
-300 word response that addresses 
evidence from throughout the essay 

-Synthesizing sources group work: sample body 
paragraphs synthesizing Frank, Duncombe, and The 
Yes Men 
-Share out w/ class 

W, 5/7 -Read your indy reading book 
-Work toward completing 1st draft 

-Workshop sample first draft 
-WA: Intros and Conclusions 

Th, 5/8 -Complete 1st draft of your research 
paper and bring TWO copies to 
class 

1st draft of essay is due  
-focused peer edit 
 
 

F, 5/9 -2nd Indy Reading Journal due -Indy reading show and tell / 2min impromptu 
presentation 
-Turn in Indy Reading Journal #2 

   

M, 5/12 - Read your indy reading book 
-Work toward completing 2nd draft 

-Handout: Helpful info re: Citations 
-Complete citation handout in lab by the end of class 

Tu, 5/13 - Read your indy reading book 
-Work toward completing 2nd  draft 
-Bring in sample body paragraphs to 
class 

-Debrief on citation answers and apply to sample body 
paragraphs 
-Body paragraph workshop 
-Title workshop 

  

http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2013/04/28/arts/design/20130428-PUNK.html?ref=design#1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJ3WOtHS-D8
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5/14 -Complete 2nd draft of your research 
paper and bring TWO copies to 
class. 

2nd draft of essay is due w/ tracked changes 
-focused peer edit 
 

5/15 -Continue revising essay -Body paragraph workshop, fine-tuning intros & 
conclusions 
- Indy reading show and tell / 2min impromptu 
presentation 

5/16 Finish and submit final copy of 
research paper! 

-Joys and concerns 
-Transition to next unit! 

 

The final draft of your research paper is due to turnitin.com  
by 11:59pm on Friday, May 16th.    

 


