
40-Minute Impromptu 
The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 

 
RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING PROMPT: 
Does society encourage children to grow up too quickly? 
 
-Do you agree or disagree? 
 Cite a paraphrased example from Catcher in each body paragraph. You may also use 
examples from your own life/experiences (however, use first person minimally). 
 
Compose a well-constructed, multi-paragraph essay (At least four paragraphs TOTAL) 
  Intro  

A hook / attention getter 
Introduce Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
Thesis / WHAT ARE YOU PROVING? Be clear. Restate the prompt, if 
necessary. 

  Body (2-3 paragraphs) 
   Argument specific to paragraph proving aspect of thesis 
   Evidence / support / examples / anecdotes 
   Wrap each paragraph in relation to thesis 
  Conclusion 

Restate thesis and main ideas 
Greater implications 

 
 
The following sources CAN be used in your essay (sometimes a suggestion is a good idea): 

1. NPR’s Kids These Days: Growing Up Too Fast Or Never At All? From 2014 

http://www.npr.org/2014/03/20/291922339/kids-these-days-growing-up-too-fast-or-never-at-all 

2. The Washington Post’s “Are Kids Growing Up Too Fast?” by Petula Dvorak 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/are-kids-growing-up-too-
fast/2011/11/14/gIQA36lKMN_story.html 

THE FOLLOWING SOURCE SHOULD BE USED IN EACH PARAGRAPH: 

3. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 

 

 

 

 

http://www.npr.org/2014/03/20/291922339/kids-these-days-growing-up-too-fast-or-never-at-all
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/are-kids-growing-up-too-fast/2011/11/14/gIQA36lKMN_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/are-kids-growing-up-too-fast/2011/11/14/gIQA36lKMN_story.html


Extended Constructed Response 
Scoring Tool 

LEVEL 6 

 
The response is a thoroughly developed essay which fulfills the writing 
purpose. 

    

The response 

 has relevant and complete support and elaboration which 
enhances ideas  

 uses a precise organizational pattern which enhances the 
purpose  

 maintains a distinctive voice and deliberate tone  
 uses precise word choice, evocative language, and a variety of 

sentence structures  
 demonstrates careful attention to audience understanding and 

interest  
 has no errors in usage or conventions that interfere with 

meaning  

LEVEL 5 

 
The response is a well developed essay which attempts to fulfill the 
writing purpose. 

    

The response 

 enhances ideas with support and elaboration which may not 
completely fulfill the purpose  

 uses an effective organizational pattern that is consistent with 
the purpose  

 maintains a consistent voice and tone  
 uses clear and consistent word choice and some variety in 

sentence structure  
 demonstrates attention to audience understanding and 

interest  
 has no errors in usage or conventions that interfere with 

meaning  

 

 

 

LEVEL 4 

 The response is an organized essay which addresses the writing purpose. 



    

The response 

 develops ideas with adequate support and elaboration  
 uses an inconsistent or unevenly applied organizational 

pattern  
 employs an inconsistent voice or inappropriate tone  
 uses inconsistent word choice and a limited variety of 

sentence structures  
 demonstrates an awareness of audience understanding and 

interest  
 has few if any errors in usage or convention that interfere 

with meaning  

LEVEL 3 

 
The response is an incomplete or oversimplified essay which attempts to 
address the writing process. 

    

The response 

 has minimal elaboration and support for development of 
ideas  

 uses an organizational pattern that is inconsistent or unclear  
 employs a flat or inappropriate tone and voice  
 uses unclear and inconsistent word choice and repetitious, 

simplistic sentence structure  
 demonstrates little awareness of audience understanding and 

interest  
 has errors in usage and conventions, some of which interfere 

with meaning.  

LEVEL 2 

 
The response is a poorly written essay which attempts to address the 
writing process. 

   

The response 

 has support and elaboration which is inadequate  
 uses an unstructured or confusing organizational pattern  
 employs an unidentifiable tone and voice  
 uses unclear and inappropriate word choice and repetitious, 

simplistic sentence structure  
 demonstrates no attention to audience understanding and 

interest  
 has errors in usage and conventions, some of which interfere 

with meaning.  

LEVEL 1 



 
The response provides evidence the writer has seen and is attempting to 
respond to the assignment. 

    

The response 

 has no elaboration or support, or the development does not 
support the writing process  

 uses little or no organizational pattern  
 demonstrates no attention to tone and voice  
 demonstrates no awareness of appropriate word choice or 

sentence formation  
 demonstrates no awareness of audience  
 has errors in usage and conventions, which interfere with 

meaning.  

LEVEL 0 (NSR) 

 
The response is completely irrelevant or incorrect or there is no response. 

    
an NSR = illegible response, a blank page, copying the question, 
refusing to write, plagiarism, disconnected discourse, or written in a 
language other than English 

Adapted from the scoring rubric for the writing component of the BCPS English Final Examination 
and the MSDE HSA rubric 

  

http://mdk12.org/practices/support_success/hsa/language_arts/instructional.html

