
ACT’s Writing Scoring Guidelines 
 

 Score of 6 Score of 5 Score of 4 Score of 3 Score of 2 or 1 

Establishing 
Issue 

The essay begins by fully 
explaining the issue.   

The essay begins by 
explaining the issue 

The essay shows an 
understanding of the issue 
but may not explain it in the 
introduction. 

The essay addresses the 
issue but may raise points 
that are not relevant or are a 
distraction. 

The essay does not address the 
issue 

Thesis or 
Position on 
Prompt 

A clear position and preview 
of the main points is 
presented at the end of the 
introduction.   

 

A position on the issue is 
presented, but it may not 
appear at the end of the 
intro or fails to accurately 
preview the points that will 
appear in the body 
paragraphs.   

The essay takes a stand on 
the issue, but it may not be 
clearly stated in the 
introduction.   

 

The essay does not take a 
clear stand on the issue.   

 
 

 

The essay offers a conflicting 
position on the issue.   

 

Body 
Paragraph 
Organization 

Body paragraphs are 
skillfully constructed, with 
clear topic sentences that 
relate to the thesis, effective 
transitions, and strong links 
to the thesis at the end of 
each paragraph. 

Body paragraphs are well 
constructed, with most 
having clear topic sentences 
that relate to the thesis, 
transitions, and connections 
to the thesis at the end the 
paragraphs. 

A clear attempt at 
organization has been made, 
but one paragraph may raise 
more than one main idea, or 
topic sentences, transitions, 
and/or paragraph closings 
are missing. 

Two or more body 
paragraphs may focus on 
more than one main idea, or 
there may be a general lack 
of topic sentences, 
transitions, and/or 
paragraph closings.   

Body paragraphs show little or no 
organization.   

Development 
of Ideas 

Development of ideas is 
rich, specific, and logical.   

 

Development of ideas is 
adequate, specific, and 
logical.   

Development of ideas is 
basic, and one or more ideas 
may need further 
elaboration/clarification.   

 

Development of ideas is 
minimal, with little 
elaboration of supporting 
points.   

 

Development of ideas is 
inadequate, with supporting 
points either missing or confusing 

Conclusion The conclusion rephrases 
the thesis and includes a 
compelling discussion of the 
implications.   

The conclusion rephrases 
the thesis and includes a 
reasonable discussion of 
implications.   

The conclusion rephrases 
the thesis but includes only 
a minimal discussion of 
implications.   

The conclusion lacks either 
a restatement of the thesis 
or any mention of 
implications.   

The conclusion is either off topic 
or missing altogether.   

 

Grammar There are almost no 
sentence fluency and 
grammatical issues.   

 

There are very few sentence 
fluency and grammatical 
issues.   

 

There are several sentence 
fluency and grammatical 
issues, but they do not 
interfere with meaning.   

Frequent sentence fluency 
and grammatical issues 
sometimes interfere with 
meaning. 

There are persistent sentence 
fluency and grammatical issues 
that often interfere with meaning. 

 


