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Many things will be happening at once this month. Advances in 
your life are sure to happen, whether that be in your personal, 
love, or school life. To be successful, develop organizational 
skills like writing things down, managing your time, eliminating 
clutter, and prioritizing. 

december Horoscopes
Aries: March 21 - April 19

As cliché as this sounds, trying new things and enjoying them is crucial 
this month. You are usually closed minded to things and it is starting to 
affect your social life. Set realistic goals for yourself and make the most 
of your time. You have a stressful life at times, so take a break from all 
the stress and stop and smell the roses.

Taurus: April 20 - May 20

This month, beware, you may experience an unfortunate loss. 
Deep feelings will surface and this may bring tension within the 
homestead. This month is not going to be a good one, but just try 
to keep your head up and find ways to distract yourself.

Gemini: May 21 - June 20 

Slow down and do not make as many rash decisions as you might usually 
do. You will be feeling especially restless this month, try to let loose by 
taking a walk or even signing up for a yoga class. You have so many 
commitments it is hard to keep up with all of them; it’s time to prioritize.

Cancer: June 21 - July 22 

You will be extra flirtatious this month and explore new potential 
romances. Just remember to think before you act upon any 
emotions. School will be intense and you will have lots of things due 
before break. Keep up and stay proactive.

Leo: July 23 - August 23 

New found confidence will make you very assertive. It is always good to 
stand up for what you believe in, and although usually, you have a hard 
time doing this, remember that change is for the better. Even though 
you can be easily distracted, it is time to focus and complete all your 
work before break. Your positive outlook on life will smoothly guide 
you through decision making this month.

Virgo: August 24 - September 23 

Sam Lubinecky ‘12, Managing Editor and Layout Director

This year the holiday season will be very enjoyable for you. This month 
you will have to watch your money. Wait until you get presents and/or 
money as gifts to spend it. This year ask your parents if your family can 
host a party or a dinner. If not just spend time with your family and use 
break to really bond with one another.

Libra: September 24 - October 22 

It is the holiday season and you will be faced with strong 
urges to spend money. Things are for sale, people are buying 
presents, and you want in on the action. If you restrain, you 
will be greatly rewarded when it comes to presents.

Scorpio: October 23 - November 21 

Your communications skills will be on point this month and that is 
never a bad thing. Use these skills to your advantage and present your 
ideas. School will challenge your organizational skills, so buy folders, 
binders, or anything you are lacking over break. 

Sagittarius: November 22 - December 21 

This month you will fell like you are stuck in a drama production. 
Most situations will be intensified and most things you say or do taken 
way out of context. You can not control other people, but you can 
control yourself. Dip out of any situations that could potentially turn  
sour.

Capricorn: December 22 - January 19 

Keep close in contact with everyone over break. Many events, negative 
or positive, will occur to loved ones. It will be hard to keep track of, and 
this could make you feel socially awkward. Try avoiding this situation 
by staying on top of things and communicating. Try and find time to 
relax. Sleep is crucial for being at your best, so rest up. Moreover, 
pleasant surprises will be in for you store over break.

Aquarius: January 20 - Feburary 18 

You may receive a large project over break. If this is the case, try 
finishing it early so you can enjoy the rest of your break. You will 
feel very tense and will snap at friends for no apparent reason. 
Take a breather and enjoy the holiday season. If you do this you 
will realize how fortunate you are with everything you have.

Pisces Feburary 19 - March 20 



From the outside it looks like a Fire House. Once 
inside, it feels like time has moved backwards into the 
1930s. After walking past the displays of the 1930s homes, 
one can see the pictures and stories of Berkley within 
The Berkley Historical Museum, established in 1993 by 
the Berkley Historical Committee.  It is located in the 
old Berkley fire house. The city of Berkley is trying to 
get enough money to restore the upstairs.  Once moved, 
museum-goers would be able to see things like the kitchen 
the firefighters used and the walk-in safe. After the Fire 
House moved locations, the upstairs was used for City 
Hall offices. Now they use the upstairs as storage. They 
have too many items that go in the museum so they have 
to keep some upstairs and rotate. Many of the items were 
donated by Berkley residents.    

“The museum has a living room and kitchen that shows 
what they would look like in the 1930s when Berkley 
became a city,” the Vice Chair Jeff Tong of the Berkley 
Historical Committee said. In the living room there are 
things such as a coal/wood heating stove, a pump organ, 
pump sewing machine, an old radio, as well as a couch 
and chairs. The kitchen includes a gas stove as well as a 
kerosene stove that was very common during the Great 

Depression and some other items including things from 
many Berkley businesses.  Baker Drug Store gave the 
museum any pharmaceutical supplys except for a few 
that were used to make the prescriptions a doctor wrote 
for people in the 1930s. There is a doll house showing 
what the typical house would look like in the 1950s. “My 
favorite item in the museum would have to be all of the 
Berkley High School yearbooks,” Carol Ring, a member 
of the Berkley Historical Committee, said. “We have all 
the yearbooks from Berkley High except 1995 and all the 
years after 2001,” Tong said, “and we would like to try and 
get those years donated to us.” 

Since this was the Berkley Fire House, there is some 
old fire fighting items. They have the original pole the 
firefighters slid down when there was a fire. There are also 
firefighter’s helmets. The first school in the area named 
South School was opened from 1901 until 1920 and it had 
a bell on the top that would call all of the kids to school. 
After South School was no longer in use, they used that 
bell to call all of the volunteer firefighters when there was 
a fire. That bell is now in the museum and kids are allowed 
to ring it.

Another interesting thing is the bird’s eye view of what 
the city looked like in 1929. Most of the land is grass 
which was used for farming. Barely any houses were built 
then. When comparing it to present day Berkley, there is a 
huge difference in the photos.

There are 10 people on the Berkley Historical 
Committee and they are always looking for more. Three 
members including Tong, Berkley City Council man Steve 
Baker, and Sue Richardson are writing a book about the 
history of Berkley that will be published next year. They 
started collecting pictures of Berkley that will be included 
in their book along with some stories. The committee is 
currently making digital copies of their photos to put on 
their Facebook page named Berkley Historical Museum, 
and they will also make posters interested parties can 
purchase. available for purchase is currently a mug with a 
picture of the Berkley Movie Theater and street from the 
1940s.  They are hoping to make mugs with other pictures 
on them as well. They also sell a book called Berkley 
Then and Now: 1932-2007. The money made from these 
purchases help support the museum. The museum is open 
from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. on Sundays except on holidays. It 
is located on the corner of Coolidge and Rosemont. 

Berkley takes a step back in time

On Dec. 1, BHS Club for the Cure hosted Lunch for the Cure, a fundraiser to aid 
breast cancer research and support former BHS teacher, Ms. Price.  She is currently 
battling breast cancer for the second time.  A shocking 200 tickets were sold, amounting 
to a total of over $400 in charitable funds.

Senior Megan Steingold, one of the founders of the club said, “when we found 
out about Ms. Price’s illness, we knew we had to do something, but couldn’t think of 
anything big enough to do her justice.  When Student Leadership decided to do No-
Shave November, we knew there was an opportunity to do something big.”

Included in the event was pizza from Como’s in Ferndale, New York Bagels, and 
baked goods prepared by students.  Along with great food, students were given the 
opportunity to send Ms. Price a message via letter or video.

The support for Ms. Price was overwhelming.  From every corner of the east gym 
one could hear students’ stories of their experiences in her classroom.

  “That fact that a Lunch for the Cure even took place speaks volumes about her 
impact on the student body,” Assistant Principal Mr. Ross said.  “Teachers didn’t shave 
for a whole month, and students came together to make the whole thing happen.  It 
shows how she was such a big part of the BHS family.”

Although Ms. Price no longer teaches at BHS, her impact on students, faculty, and 
administration has been profound.  When Campus Monitor Paula Weiser was asked 
about Ms. Price, she thought briefly and then said, “What can I say that hasn’t been said 
before?  She is an amazing person who was an amazing teacher.  She influenced every 
student and staff member in such a positive way.  Ms. Price had a skill where she was 
able to make a connection with everyone.  Every time I walk past room 121, I think of 
her, miss her, and pray for her.”

Club for the cure, along with the rest of BHS, plans to continue supporting Ms. Price 
and the fight to end breast cancer.

Lunch for the cure raises support 
for breast cancer

Meagan Soffin ’14, Bull’s Eye Editor

Aaron Cohen ’13, Entertainment Editor
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On Saturday, Dec. 3, a couple thousand people greeted the seventh annual Berkley 
Holiday Lights Parade. The day began with crisp winter air, gray skies, and a large amount 
of holiday cheer. The event, which kicked off at 12 p.m., helped to get Berkley residents 
into the holiday spirit with horse drawn carriage rides, free trolley rides around the city, 
and even a petting zoo. Local businesses even showed some holiday cheer by supplying 
hot chocolate to chilly parade-goers. Parade organizer Cindy Coon said, “Close to 5,000 
showed up this year. We had a good turn out!” 

The main attraction of the day was the parade. Beginning promptly at 5:30 p.m. on 
the corner of 12 mile and Bacon and ending near Coolidge and Rosemont, the parade 
featured BHS’s own marching band, as well as bands from Southfield High School and 
other schools in the area. Junior Lim-Lim Kobe, who is one of the three Drum Majors 
in the marching band, said that her favorite part of the parade was “the preparation for 
the parade. Draping lights on myself, turning my mace into a candy cane, and wearing a 
Santa hat [makes it more fun].” In addition, dancers from local dance studios took part in 
the festivities of the day by performing in the parade. Sophomore Maddie Meade, who 
dances with the Dance Team, said, “This was my second year dancing in the Holiday 
Lights Parade. I was so excited! I love hearing people from the crowd cheer my name.”

Immediately following the long-awaited parade was the famous tree-lighting 
ceremony, which everyone was encouraged to attend. This beautiful display of lights 
attracted many spectators. What seemed to be the most anticipated part, though, was 
the coming of Santa Claus. The infamous character captivated the attention of scores of 
children and adults alike, many of whom were willing to wait their turn in the cold just to 
pay a quick visit to the jolly man.

The parade was organized and run solely by volunteers, such as Coon and her counter-
parts- Paul Swayze, former mayor Marilyn Stephan, Sue Rinaldi, and many others. If 
someone is interested in assisting in the production of this beloved parade next year, 
simply “Let [her] know!” Coon said.

Sharing some insight into the inner-workings of the parade, Coon said, “Approximately 
$10-12,000 is put into the parade each year.” Because it is run by volunteers only, no one 
is paid for their hard-work, nor does that leave volunteers with a substantial amount 
of money to begin with. Fundraising is a necessity in order for the parade to run as 
scheduled. 

Not only was the Holiday Lights Parade a great way to get into the season, it was also 
a continuation of a much-loved tradition that has been shared by the residents of Berkley 
for many years, and will continue to be shared in the years to come.

Imagine you are fooling around with the crowd at the latest party, and the music 
suddenly stops. You look up to see what has happened when you spot a police officer 
entering the room. Your first instinct is to run, but cops have now surrounded the 
entire house. You are paralyzed by fear. The fact that you did not take part in any 
drinking or drug usage provides reassurance, but this does not prevent you from being 
charged with a minor in association (MIA).

This typical party scenario affects teens across the nation every weekend. In 
recent weeks, there has been an overwhelming amount of minor in possession tickets 
(MIP) handed out along with MIAs to the teens in the Berkley area. Though there has 
been a sudden increase, this is a reoccurring event in which the aftermath can be life 
changing. These hard partiers need to have a reality check: their futures are dependent 
on their actions.

Among the students who have their future in mind, sophomore Kyle Kube contains 
a vast knowledge about the consequences that come from receiving an MIP or an 
MIA. “First of all, between sports and school work I just don’t have any time to get 
into bad stuff like drugs and alcohol. I wouldn’t even risk attending a party that had 
alcohol anyways, because I actually want to go to college,” Kube said. 

Depending on which colleges a student applies to, having an MIP or an MIA on 
one’s record will affect the college application process in different ways. While a school 
like Bowling Green State University may not extensively look at a student’s record, 
others, like Madonna University, will take a student’s past into high consideration. By 
being charged with an MIP or an MIA, some colleges may even revoke scholarships 
and acceptances. Kube knows that to have a successful future, it is better to stay away 
from destructive decisions like underage drinking and drug use altogether. Though 
he happens to be quite informed about these certain ramifications, there are too many 
students who are uneducated or just simply do not care. In order to give them a much 
needed reality check, Kube thinks that, “someone from the counseling office or 
someone who admits students into colleges needs to actually come and talk to them.”  

English teacher Mrs. Teresa Ferrara has concerns for her students’ futures, even 
if they do not. Acting as the Students Against Destructive Decisions (S.A.D.D.) 
coordinator, Ferrara knows that what these students need is a dose of reality. “As a 
humanity, we don’t necessarily appreciate our actions until there is a ramification,” 
Ferrara said. Students should be smart enough to stay away from such destructive 
decisions even without a severe repercussion. She said, “In S.A.D.D., I can educate 
members to become spokespeople to peers. Peer mediation is often more effective 
than parent input.”

No one wants to hear their parents ramble on and on about the importance of 
avoiding drugs and alcohol, but friends have a great influence on each others’ decisions. 
Though some students may be informed about the certain consequences that result in 
receiving an MIP, there is an unsettling number of them that are completely unaware 
about the penalties of getting an MIA. “Not a lot of people are talking about it—no 
one is talking about it,” Ferrara said. She, personally, has seen the lives of many 
friends changed by being charged with an MIP or an MIA.

Failure to follow the law will result in such a life altering situation. Under the 
Michigan Compiled Laws Section 436.703 (1), “A minor shall not purchase or 
attempt to purchase alcoholic liquor, consume or attempt to consume alcoholic liquor, 
possess or attempt to possess alcoholic liquor, or have any bodily alcohol content.” 
Any minor who violates this law will be held guilty of a misdemeanor. For the first 
violation, there can be a fine up to $100 and that minor may be asked to take part 
in rehabilitation classes. As the violations pile up, the fines do, too. At one point, 
imprisonment becomes a possible consequence. Any student who wants to have a 
successful future will be smart enough to follow this section of legislation.

Making one irresponsible decision is not worth the cost of an individual’s future. 
The ramifications of receiving an MIP or an MIA are not only huge, but they are a 
reality.   

Holiday Lights parades 
holiday cheer
Olivia Wood ’14, Freelance Writer

One reckless decision, 
severe repercussions
Lenie Siegel ’14, Freelance Writer

Stylish Bear Wear

The Bear Necessities

Otis Spunkmeyer 
Cookies

Great Selection of 
Candy

Open at lunch from 
12:00-12:30

Located adjacent 
to the Collabrative 

Center



The spectator   5
feature

Flipping her way to Worlds

The Gymnastics World Competition welcomed one of our 
own from BHS, sophomore Shelby Allen. For the past 12 
years, Allen has been training and competing in gymnastics. 

She has been a part of the prestigious AGT Flip City since she was almost 
four years old, and has been working her way up to competing in Worlds 
for the second time in four years. Her competition during Worlds took 
place the day after Thanksgiving in London, England. She finished in 
tenth place for her age group in Power Tumbling. 

When Allen got the letter informing her that she was invited to compete 
in the 2011 Worlds Competition, she said, “I screamed and yelled and 
told everyone. I couldn’t believe it.” Her excitement was spread to all of 
her close friends and most of the sophomore class who were excited for 
one of their own to be competing in a world renowned competition. 

Leading up to her big week, friends and family alike were wishing 
her luck and giving her small gifts of encouragement. Sophomore Sam 
Byck said, “I am so happy for Shelby! I was cheering her on and it was 
a great accomplishment for her.” Along with all of the congratulatory 
comments, she received a signed shirt from her fellow classmates and a 
mini elephant pillow pet from her mother. She took these gifts with her 
across the ocean and kept them close the entire trip.

She left the United States on Sunday, Nov. 20 and Allen’s family was 

very nervous. Sharing in her nervousness, her mother, English teacher 
Mrs. Cindy Henderson said, “It was really hard. I was so worried that 
she was going to get hurt.” Her mother especially has been a huge part of 
Allen’s gymnastics career, and unfortunately Worlds was the first time in 
12 years that Henderson could not attend one of her competitions.

As Allen got onto the plane heading to England, she thought, “I am 
going to London. Oh my gosh! Goin’ across the pond.” She shared her 
plane ride with her fellow teammates and when she arrived in London, 
she not only got to meet so many new people, but she was able to go see 
some of the most historical places in the world as well. 

The day of the competition, when she walked into the huge arena she 
said, “I was so scared. There were 40 other countries on attendance and 
everyone’s eyes were on me and on the jumbo screen. I did not want to 
trip.” She nailed all of her passes, and successfully won the title of one of 
the top ten gymnasts in the world. Although she said that she was a little 
disappointed she did not get top three, she is happy and content with how 
she competed.

She was sad to leave London where it was stress free and non-school 
related, but relieved to be back in the arms of her family and friends. 
It was a memory that she will never forget, and an experience that will 
always be remembered.

Shelby Silver ’14, Copy Editor
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Sophomore Shelby Allen, in her U.S.A. 
leotard, executes a perfect handstand.
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Top 10 Christmas 
Movies

Elf is, in my opinion, the greatest Christmas movie of all 
time. Will Ferrell shines as Buddy the Elf, an “elf” from 

the North Pole in search of his biological father in New York. 
The movie follows Buddy’s trip, and although knows nothing 
about the Big Apple, he still manages to make it through and find 
his father. I would highly suggest you see this movie, not only at 
Christmas time but anytime you need a laugh.
Overall rating: 100+ 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Alison Jones ’13, Feature Editor and Veronica Marchese ’13, Student Life Editor

A Christmas Story is about a nine year old boy, Ralphie, 
who tries to convince several adults in his life to get him 

a Red Ryder BB Gun for Christmas. After asking his mother 
and teacher in an essay, he finally asks a department store Santa 
for his gun. They all claim that Ralphie will “shoot his eye out” 
and maybe he would, for those who have not seen it will have 
to watch and find out. 
Overall rating: 9

Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, Frosty the Snowman, 
Grandma Got Ran Over by a Reindeer and Santa Clause 

is Coming to Town are all traditional movies to watch around 
Christmas time with the family. They are all great films for all 
ages for those who celebrate the magical holiday. 
Overall rating: 9

9. In the movie National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation, 
everyone loves the Griswold family, and as they are 

preparing for the Christmas festivities, everyone knows 
something is bound to go wrong. So why not settle in, push 
aside the sappy, teach-you-a-lesson holiday movies, and 
watch this gut-busting film.
Overall Rating: 6

5. The Santa Clause plot-line follows a man named Scott 
Calvin who, over the course of 11 months, becomes Santa 

Clause after the previous one mistakenly falls off Scott’s roof. 
Not only is there one, but three Santa Clause movies, and each 
one better than the last. Scott and his son, Charlie, have to finish 
all the responsibilities that come along with being Santa. All three 
are great movies to get you into that Christmas state of mind.
Overall Rating: 8

The original Home Alone is about a boy, Kevin 
McCallister (Macaulay Culkin), who was accidentally 

left behind when his family flies to France for the holidays. While 
enjoying time to himself, two inexperienced burglars try to rob 
Kevin’s home. Kevin ultimately outwits them with hilarious 
booby-traps. This movie has all that a Christmas movie should; 
laughs, suspense and a great overall message. 
Overall Rating: 7

8. 

7. 

6. 

Miracle on 34th Street is about a little girl, Susan, who 
starts to not believe in Santa Clause. But, when she meets 

Santa in a department store, she knows he is real. This is a great 
movie for kids who have lost the Christmas spirit. It will give 
them something to believe in once again. It is a nice, heartfelt 
movie to put you into that Christmas mood.
Overall Rating: 7

I knew what you were thinking as you read the above 
reviews, “what about Chanukah?” Well here is the one 

and only good Chanukah movie: 8 Crazy Nights is an animated 
movie, about a man, Davey Stone (Adam Sandler), who after 
making multiple mistakes in his life, is given one more chance 
before he is thrown in jail. The movie follows his eight crazy 
nights, and the things that happen to him. 
Overall Rating: 8

4. It’s a Wonderful Life, for those who have not seen it go 
watch it, is about an angel helping a man discover what 
life would be like if he had never existed. Now given 

that my explanation about the movie sounds like a pretty 
typical movie, you should know this movie is spectacular. 
Although released in 1946 and in black and white, this 
movie is timeless. 
Overall Rating: 9

10. 
This movie follows the plot of the classic movie, A 
Christmas Carol. However, this version is about a 
selfish TV executive, (Bill Murray), that is haunted by 

three ghosts to teach him a lesson about how to be kinder, because 
he is a Scrooge. Get it? Scrooged, the title of the movie, ha ha. 
Although this movie follows the Christmas Carol plot line, it takes 
many unusual turns, making it very enjoyable. So do not have that 
“bah-humbug” spirit, and instead watch this movie.
Overall Rating: 6



Good Reads foR a Good BReak 
Meagan Soffin ’14, Bull’s Eye Editor

With the weather becoming colder, more and more time is being spent indoors. After awhile, it is hard to figure out what to do with all of this free time. Curling up next to the 
fireplace, or heater in most cases, and reading a good book is a great way to spend this time. There is only one problem with this: it is hard to find a good book these days. 

The Hunger Games by 
Suzanne Collins is a 
great choice for a quick 

read. Once you start, you will 
not be able to put it down. This 
book takes place in a futuristic 
American society. There are 12 
districts in which they each send 
one boy and one girl to fight for 

their lives. It is a brutal battle between the 24 
competitors resulting in the death of all of them 
except one. Following one of the contestants 
through her journey really makes it feel like you 
are a part of the competition. Reading this book 
will keep you on the edge of your seat. After The 
Hunger Games, there are two more books in the 
series called Catching Fire and Mockingjay. This 
trilogy is entertaining for an audience of any age 
and gender. On March 23, 2011, The Hunger 
Games movie is going to come out. So this break 
would be the time to read it so you can truly 
appreciate the movie. The book is always better 
than the movie.

Another novel, Miss Peregrine’s 
Home for Peculiar Children 
by Ransom Riggs, is a journey 

to a whole different world. It is a story 
of a teenage boy’s trip to an island in 
attempt to discover his grandfather’s 
past. “Ransom Riggs describes the 
island so well, I want to see if this island 
actually exists,” Colleen Kammer from 
Bookbeat said. The story is also assisted 
by the many accompanying photos inside 
the book. Usually, we associate pictures 
with little kids’ books, but these pictures 

are definitely not for 
children. Many of them 
have a tendency to be a 
little creepy, but the story 
would not be the same 
without them. In 2013, 
this book will be a movie. 
Both boys and girls will 
enjoy this book. 

The Harry Potter Series 
by J.K. Rowling is 
about another journey. 

It is great choice for anyone who 
likes the Harry Potter franchise. 
Although almost everyone has 
seen the movies, the books are 
definitely worth reading. Harry 
Potter’s parents are dead and 

he lives with his uncle, aunt, and cousin. He is 
treated poorly while living with them but that all 
changes when he finds out he is a wizard. He gets 
to leave the muggle (human) world and embark 
on a magical journey. Literally. This series 
follows Harry through his years at Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Harry goes to 
the train station to take the train to Hogwarts and 
meets Ron Wesley. They sit together on the train 
and Hermione Granger joins them. The three 
of them became best friends and do everything 
together. Boys and girls alike will love the series 
and might even join the group of diehard Harry 
Potter fans.

In a different direction, 
The Book Thief by 
Marcus Zusak is a great 

historical fiction book. It takes 
place during WWII. Liesel 
Meminger is a foster child, who 
starts stealing things and comes 
across books. After discovering 
the books, she cannot resist 
them. With the help of her 
foster father, she learns to read. 
She shares her stolen books 
with the Jewish man hidden 
in her basement along with 

her neighbors 
during bombing 
raids. Any fan 
of historical 
fiction will 
enjoy this book. 
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The iPhone Take oveR
Veronica Marchese ’13, Student Life Editor

Apple inc. is taking over the 
world. Now before everyone 
panics and hides in a bomb shelter, 
let us look as to why this claim is 
being made. First of all, Android 
and BlackBerry cell phone users 
are switching to Apple by the boat 
load. Many surveys taken around 
the U.S. show that 67 percent 
of Blackberry owners plan to 
switch over to the iPhone while 
42 percent of Android users say 
they also plan to make the switch, 
according to The Telegraph.

One feature of the iPhone 
4S that is drawing in new users 
is Siri. Siri is like a personal 
assistant, available any time of

their products could take over the 
world. Now this may seem a bit 
dramatic, but Apple, as a company, 
could take over in that they could 
monopolize the industry.

Many companies have even 
produced their own version of 
Apple products, such as the 
BlackBerry Tablet and the many 
versions of the Kindle, which 
are “twists” on the iPad. With so 
many people switching to their 
products, other companies could 
dwindle down to nothing. Look at 
the PC versus Mac commercials 
for example, they are extremely 
convincing, and most people prefer 
Mac anyway.

the day. People can ask Siri almost 
anything and it searches the web or 
the phone to help you. However, 
if one were to pose the question: 
Will you take over the world? Its 
answer: “I can’t tell you that.” With 
that said, I now pose a question for 
the readers of this article, is Siri 
too smart? There are many “Easter 
eggs,” or hidden questions you 
can ask Siri, with extremely funny 
replies. If Siri is capable of doing 
that, what else will it be capable of 
down the road?

However talented Apple is 
at creating new and exciting 
products, available with each 
advance in technology, their 

Considering the previous 
reasons, I will now turn to 
a previous episode of The 
Simpsons, episode 7 in season 
20 “MyPods and Broomsticks,” 
which, for those who are not 
familiar, is an episode that pokes 
fun at Apple, creating a parody 
company called “Mapple.” The 
episode even featured Mapple’s 
CEO Steve Mobs. Towards the 
end of the episode, however, 
the MyPods are developed so 
extensively that the end up 
taking over and “unite and 
overthrow the very humans they 
entertained.” With that said, this 
could happen to us. Beware!



The question has been asked. The question has been heard. It is now time for 
the question to be answered. What exactly do our beloved hall monitors, Rick 
and Paula, want for the holidays? The students of BHS know what they want for 
Christmas or Hanukkah, but do arguably the two of the most important support staff 
members know what they want? 

We took a look into other students’ minds to get some ideas of what Rick and 
Paula may want for the holidays. The students of BHS have spoken. These are the 
items that they think the infallible hall monitors of our school want for the upcoming 
holidays.

Freshman Jason Wingate said that a whip would be a good present for Rick, so 
he could, “catch anyone who tries to get away.” Wingate also thought that Paula 
deserved five months worth of candy to give to everyone because she is “so nice.”

Other students said a bob-sled for Rick, because it would be his “swagged out 
ride,” and others said that Rick would want more students with hall passes in the 
hallway. One person even said he could use some new tennis shoes so he could, 
“start running” to then be able to more easily chase down those naughty children. 

When it comes to Paula, the children of BHS gave some intricately thought out 
ideas. One student said that she may want a golf cart so she could, “get through the 
school faster, and trample anyone who got in her way.” Another person said a new 
walky talky “because it is always [full of so much] static.” 

The children of BHS have spoken and brought some new ideas of what our 
favorite hall monitors Rick and Paula may want. Maybe a new golf cart is on its 
way, or perhaps a bob-sled? We all will just have to wait and see.

*Zak- A chain
*Lindsay- Money
*Meagan- Clothes
*Veronica- Clothes
*Mitchell- Timbales

*Grace- Leather jacket
*Olivia- Books and boots
*Sam- Somerset gift card
*Jimmy- The Spanish Cup

*Clarissa- Diamond earrings
*Alison- New horn in my car
*Aaron- Black Gibson ES 335
*Ms. Mullins- Money for shoes
*Julia- CD’s, books and clothes

*Barret- The Irish We the People Frame
*Danny- For people to stop saying “swag”

*Jake- For people to call me Jake, not Jakey
*Shelby- Reindeer boxers and a helicopter hat

*Lenie- Every season of Criminal Minds on DVD

 Spectator Holiday Wish list

Rick and Paula’s Wish List... according to 
students

Christmas is coming fast, and with it the deliciously frenzied preparations. 
Many people past the age of eight, however, have lost the Christmas spirit which 
accompanied the coming of Christmas at a younger age. Fortunately, with a few 
new traditions and activities for this holiday season, at least part of the Christmas 
spirit can be revived. Here are 12 ways to make this Christmas season even 
brighter and hopefully more exciting than the last.

1. Clean your room. I know that I sound like a nagging mother, but there is 
nothing worse than walking into a pigsty right after the Christmas day festivities 
and trying to find a place to stash new presents. This also saves the embarrassment 
of telling your grandmother that you could not find her gift because it is buried 
under a pile of dirty socks in your room. 

2. Make and give at least one homemade gift. Making a gift is much more 
rewarding for the gift giver, and of course, the receiver. No one can use the 
excuse that they are not the “artsy type.” Any nincompoop can make a nice paper 
snowflake ornament, or some cookies (see suggestion four).

3. Buy and decorate a real tree. There is something magical about strapping 
a tree with a fresh pine smell to the top of a car and driving home with it. Some 
fairly good priced trees can be found at the Royal Oak Farmer’s Market, and the 
La Sallette church tree sale in Berkley.

4. Make and decorate Christmas cookies. Traditional gingerbread men are 
delicious and adorable. For the more advanced cookie maker, a gingerbread house 
is a wonderful challenge. Try crushing and melting together Dum-Dum suckers 
for stained-glass windows. 

5. Go Christmas caroling. Yes, people still participate in this tradition. It is a 
great way to spread Christmas cheer.  Just grab a few friends or family members, 
bundle up, and get out there to serenade your neighbors with songs that light up 
the holiday season. 

6. Watch at least one Christmas special on TV. Anything from Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer to It’s a Wonderful Life is sure to lift Christmas spirits—
even those who are more Scrooge-like.

7. Listen to Christmas music. There is nothing like “Carol of the Bells” and 
“Frosty the Snowman” to wrap presents to or to take a homework break with. 

8. Read your favorite childhood Christmas book. Reading this to a younger 
sibling, cousin, or other relative could make this a rewarding experience for them 
as well. The Lump of Coal by Lemony Snicket always makes me topple over with 
laughter, and The Night Before Christmas is always a beloved classic. 

9. Go for a walk on Christmas Eve. This is a great way to relax after a hectic 
day of Christmas preparations. Going in the evening enables one to see all of the 
Christmas lights and decorations at their brightest. 

10. Go to church. If one is religious at all, going to church on Christmas is a 
worthwhile experience. Many churches also have services on Christmas Eve if 
Christmas day is too busy. Let us not forget that Christmas would not even exist if 
it were not for baby Jesus. A little ceremony and dressing up makes any occasion 
more special anyway.

11. Make it last. There are 12 days of Christmas, and countless hours of 
preparation go into Christmas day, so all of the festivities should not just end 
there. Keep up the decorations until at least New Years, and have a few more 
parties or family outings after Christmas. Even going to a movie or having a 
family board game night could make this season meaningful.

12. Do all of the above with friends or family. There is no point in celebrating 
alone, so invite some friends along.  

Hopefully these ideas will give you, your family, and your friends some new 
Christmas traditions. The holidays are what you make of them, so make this 
season great.

Grace Turner ’13, Freelance Writer
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The Americanized version of a Christian holiday takes on a 
different meaning to most Americans. The celebration of Jesus’s 
birth has vastly changed over the past century.  

Historically, Christmas was a day of prayer and spending 
quality time with family, however this holy day has evolved into 
a holiday centered on the gifting of grossly overpriced consumer 
goods. The seemingly clichéd Christmas movies where the 
protagonist discovers the “real meaning of Christmas” has turned 
from a reality to a feel good story from Christmas past.  

On Christmas day, the entire world seems to shut down with the 
exception of movie theaters, Chinese restaurants, and some select 
NBA basketball stadiums.  This in and of itself is enough to get 
a non-Christian ticked off, but I personally think that one man’s 
misfortune is another man’s gain.  The inability to do the majority 
of activities taken for granted the rest of the year are taken away 
from all, but specifically those who do not celebrate Christmas.  
I use this day to spend time with my family.  And isn’t spending 
time with family what Christmas is all about?  I do admit that 
spending unnecessary time with family isn’t always what most 
teenagers want to do, but in reality it can be less painful than one 
would think.  With nothing else to do, spending time with friends 
is out of the question, so turning to family is the only option. 

To conclude, Christmas is not about what “great deal” you got 
on gifts at midnight on Black Friday, or the new video game your 
parents got you, but the time that you spend with that gift-giving 
kin. The traditional morals of this holiday that are considered a 
burden are really the best gift one could receive.

The Jewish people have always been a minority in most parts of the world.  However, their rich cultural heritage and strong sense 
of community has made for an endless list of traditions and customs that Jews still enjoy today.  With Chanukah only a few days away, 
here is a list of activities that are sure to make these eight days of Chanukah, the best eight days of the year.

1.Eat Latkes
You have not lived until you have tried authentic, Jewish latkes.  The latke is a potato pancake often served with a variety of toppings 

ranging from applesauce to sour cream to powdered sugar.  For those who have never tried latkes, the only thing I could compare them 
to would be Macdonald’s hash browns.  For those who have never had a MacDonald’s hash browns, I am really, really sorry.  Although 
latkes can be found in the frozen food aisle of any major supermarket, the best, most authentic latkes (like the ones your bubbie makes) 
can be enjoyed at kosher delis.  Do yourself a favor, and fill up on the traditional Chanukah dish this holiday season.   

2. Listen to The Chanukah Song 
For decades, the day after thanksgiving has marked the beginning of the Christmas season, and thus the beginning of Christmas 

music.  Jews accepted the fact that they would miss out on all the fun holiday caroling.  Then, on December 3, 1994, a day that will 
live in infamy, Adam Sandler performed his original Chanukah song on Saturday Night Live, and changed the fate of holiday music 
forever.  The song starts out with a heartfelt message, “For those of you who feel like the only kid in town without a Christmas tree, 
here’s a list of people who are Jewish, just like you and me.”  However, within seconds it is transformed into a hysterical compilation 
of Jews in show business.  Included are Van Halen front man, David Lee Roth, and The Three Stooges.  Since 1994, two more versions 
have been performed including more modern pop culture figures.  Non-Jews, please understand that the Chanukah Song is literally all 
Jews have to sing during your month of caroling.  It’s basically the Free Bird of Judaism.  I highly recommend you enjoy this timeless 
song at least once this Chanukah. 

3. Play a game of Dreidel
The game of Dreidel revolves (get it?) around a four-sided spinning top with Hebrew letters written on each side.  Whichever side 

the dreidel lands on determines the amount of gelt, or chocolate coins one bets.  For those who prefer a personal challenge, perfect a 
flawless release and see how long you can keep your dreidel spinning.  Become a master dreidel-er this Chanukah.  

4. Learn Krav Maga
Krav Maga is the hand-to-hand combat system created and employed by the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF).  In other words, Karate 

is to Japan, as Krav Maga is to Israel.  However, unlike martial arts (karate, kung fu, etc.), Krav Maga is focused on realistic military 
situations such as disarming an enemy at gunpoint or eliminating one’s ability to use a knife.  Since its creation, Krav Maga has been 
adopted by the United States Air Force, FBI, CIA, US Air Martial and S.W.A.T.  No one, however, has it down to a science the way its 
creators do.  The IDF is one of the most elite military forces in history.  With state-of-the-art counter terrorist tactics and some of the 
best special ops units in the world, the Israeli Defense Forces are the badasses of modern day Judaism.  When they have to get down 
and dirty, they use Krav Maga.  If you know how to fight like an IDF commando, no one is going to mess with you.  Period.  Go hard 
this Chanukah and learn Krav Maga. 

5.  Listen to Matisyahu
A combination of Bob Marley, Twista, and Rabbi Moshe Rosenbergsteinfeldgoldensilverbloom, Matisyahu is sure to blow you 

away.  This orthodox Jewish performer combines classic reggae sounds with a funky, modern groove and rhymes that come out a 
hundred miles minute.  He also is one of the most amazing beat-boxers in the game, and he shows off this talent not just live, but on his 
studio albums as well.  While his lyrics, while they do address a supreme being, they are mainly focused on world peace and political 
activism; a nice change from the messages we get from pop music today.  If you like good music, and want to experience something 
a little different, plug in to some Matisyahu this Chanukah. 

6.  Do the Hora 
Stop…Hora time!  Get down with your kosher self this holiday season!  The Hora is a traditional Yiddish dance that can be seen 

at almost every Jewish wedding, bar/bat mitzvah or other celebratory occasion.  Normally played to the song Hava Nagila, it involves 
several rows of people holding hands and moving in a circle.  Trust me, it isn’t hard.  If you can walk, you can Hora. 

7.  Do a Mitzvah
An important aspect of the Jewish religion is giving back to the community, or performing mitzvoth (plural of mitzvah).  Whether 

volunteering at the local soup kitchen, helping out a neighbor, or donating to an important cause, doing good deeds will not only 
brighten your holiday season, but also help someone in need.  The Hebrew phrase “tikkun olam,” or repair the world, encourages 
everyone in the community to help make the world a better place.  Check yourself and do mitzvot this Chanukah.

8.  Learn the real story of Chanukah
Unlike most other Jewish holidays, Chanukah is not a biblical story.  Rather it is the historical account of the Jewish people fighting 

off the Assyrian Greek army.  Led by Judah Maccabee, the Jews were able to kick some ancient Grecian butt (they must have used 
Krav Maga), and continue living by the traditions on which the religion is based.  Fight the power, baby!

Things everyone can do to make their holiday the best holdiday

Chanukah 12 Days of X-Mas
Aaron Cohen ’13, Entertainment Editor

The real meaning 
of Christmas

Mitchell Hart ’13, News Editor
Lindsay McFern ’13, Sports Editor and Shelby Silver ’12, Copy Editor
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“i keep it real with my beats, not 
tellin any lies...as you can....i rap 
better then those limitless guys”

The one and only sophomore, Shane Goldberg, holds the Spanish Cup, 
while staff members Jimmy Demery and Jake Rothman marvel and 
worship its glory.
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The Spanish Cup, like the One Ring in The Lord of the 
Rings, captures the heart and soul of all who gaze upon it. 
A trophy of such beauty and magnificence that was once 
and will forever be part of BHS lore. When asked how the 
Spanish Cup makes him feel sophomore Shane Goldberg, 
with tears running down his face, said, “It makes me feel 
like a winner.”

The trophy was first awarded in 1971, although it 
remains a mystery as to how it was won. It was last 
awarded in 2001, but after that, the Cup vanished deep into 
the bowels of BHS. Until one day an adventurous student, 
accompanied by his ever faithful sidekick, happened upon 
the One Cup, and decided to make it their own. They 
stowed it away in the boy’s locker room, and vowed to 
return at the end of the day to recover it. Except at 3:00 
when our hero went to reclaim his prize, it was gone.

Things looked bleak for our hero at the point. A day 
of sadness never before experienced followed, hope left 
him, and despair took its place. But then, the unimaginable 
happened and he stumbled upon a facebook post which 
told the location of the Cup. The next day our hero went to 
investigate the claim and found it to be true. In a dastardly 
attempt to reclaim his prize he dashed into the room, had 

the Cup in hand, but was then stopped in his tracks by a 
menacing foe, the head of the Spanish Department. She 
claimed that the Cup was the possession of the Spanish 
Department and none other, although it is my belief that 
she was attempting to attain it for herself. 

The Cup was then transported to another room of the 
Spanish teachers, and again our hero attempted to assault 
the castle that is room 137. But again he failed. The Spanish 
Cup will forever be trapped in the oppressive force that 
is room 137. Beyond recovery, and beyond any hope of 
a safe home. Instead of being cherished as it should, it 
would be put on display for the teeming masses, yet none 
but a few know of its supreme significance.

The hero of this tale had to settle for another prize: The 
Speech Cup. However, again he was almost foiled by his 
nemesis, the head of the Spanish Department. Only with 
the help of the great Mr. Randall P. Gawel would he be 
saved, and save him he did. The Speech Cup now lies in a 
safe place, forever a memento to the greatness of the One, 
the only Spanish Cup. 

The Cup now resides in Mrs. Tracy Burroughs room. If 
there are any brave enough to attempt to reclaim it for me, 
I will reward said person handsomely, hit up the digits. 
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Trophy greatness at Berkley: The Spanish Cup
Jimmy Demery ’13, Opinion Editor

Rapping has swiftly taken over the student body here at BHS. I am not talking 
about new artists in the professional world of music; I am talking about certain 
students who have taken it upon themselves to bring a new “rap game” to the 
school. Students like seniors Adam Abrams and Dwayne Harris, juniors Nathan 
Clark, Tony Tenaglia, and Billy Adler, and one-hit-wonder Colleen “Bun” Smith 
brought this game to BHS.

Tenaglia claims he started rapping because he is “the truth and probably 
the most talented to ever touch a microphone.” Tenaglia, also known as “Big 
Tone,” has 13 tracks on his “Colder than Everest” mixtape which are available 
for listening at http://soundcloud.com/berkleysbigtone/sets/colder-than-everest. 
Tracks features Crew Necks Back and 6 foot 7 foot (which are also his top two 
most listened to). Along with the tracks on “Colder the Everest,” Tenaglia is still 
producing new tracks often. 

Adler decided to start rapping because he was “on a whole other level and 
decided it would be a good idea to write raps.” Adler has not yet released his 
mixtape, but expects to have it done over break. 

Smith started rapping because of “all the other sucky rappers.” Smith has her 
one-hit-wonder featured on Facebook and plans to release more spontaneously 
because she “likes to surprise people.” 

Abrams and company (Harris, Clark and two other students from different 
schools) make up the SOFA gang and started rapping while they were sitting 
in Royal Oak, bored, and decided to make raps. SOFA gang, or “Swag on Full 
Attack,” have three raps, found on Abram’s Facebook but they plan on coming 
out with more.

It seems that all the rappers at BHS have the same motivation: all the “sucky” 
rappers in the music industry. The rappers at BHS who were motivated by the 
“sucky” rappers inspired myself and fellow staff member Danny Bakst to create 
a rap of our own (featured on the right). You are fortunate enough to have the 
once in the lifetime chance to read this rap and be amazed. Bakst and I will not be 
pursuing our call to stardom in the music industry, so savor this moment.

With the new upcoming rappers here, students and fans of rap should expect 
a new twist in the rap game, coming straight outta’ Berkley.

Rap game emerges, students lead the way

I’m trying out my rap game,
My flows as crazy as an outta control plane,
My verses are racy,
I’m loco like Tracy (BURR[oughs]),
I’m quick on my feet, Rick can’t compete,
Fast as a train, 
Call me Mr. Kane,
Huntin’ phonies like Mr. Sikora,
Call me Blackwell, I’m doing the horah,
My name is Weingarden, don’t call me Steve,
If you do at lunch you will not leave,
I’m a bouncer and you can’t get in, man,
Unless you’re a baller like Mr. Inman,
After this, you’re history like Mr. Miller,
Mess with me and I become a cold-blooded killer,
Berkley is home to the best rappers,
The people at our shows are called the clappers,
Don’t mess with the Spectator you know what you’ll get,
You’ll be as sad as a lonely kid without a pet.

Special Feature: 
breaking into the biz
Danny Bakst ’12, Co-Editor in Chief and 
Veronica Marchese ’13, Student Life Editor

Veronica Marchese ’13, Student Life Editor

From top to bottom: Juniors Tony Tenaglia, Nathan Clark, 
senior Dwayne Harris, junior Billy Adler, senior Adam 
Abrams, and junior Colleen “Bun” Smith.
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**Lyrics taken from Smith’s orignal, one of a kind rap.
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HIT: BREAKING DAWN
Meagan Soffin ’14, Bull’s Eye Editor

Breaking Dawn was not only AMAZING, but also the best out of all 
the Twilight Saga films. Many people might say that Kristin Stewart’s 
acting is awkward, but if that is what people think, then she is doing a 
great job; Bella is supposed to be awkward. Robert Pattinson did a 
satisfactory job acting like he was trying to keep himself from killing 
Bella because of his lust for human blood. There is more to the movie 
than just the acting. First off, the wedding was gorgeous and Bella’s dress 
was beautiful. The way Bella looked while pregnant was so realistic that 
I was actually grossed out by how skinny she looked, but that was the 
point. The baby was killing her. I am not going to say anything else so that 
I do not ruin the movie for those who have not seen it, but what I will say 
is that the director and Stephenie Meyer captured all the best parts in the 
book and told the first installment of the fourth piece in the saga very well.

HIT: LULULEMON ATHLETICA
Sam Lubinecky ’12, Layout/Director/Managing Editor 

Up until a few weeks ago, I was a Lululemon Athletica virgin. Then I made the 
best decision I have made in a while and obtained a pair of Wunder Under Leggings. 
Lululemon Athletica is a cute yoga store with quality, comfortable clothes. Granted, 
80 dollars for a pair of leggings is quite pricey, but let me assure you they are well 
worth it. Not only can you wear these pants for days without them stretching or 
smelling, but they also act as a second layer of skin. The level of comfort is out of this 
world, the bag they come in is re-useable, the store is unique, the clothes are stylish, 
and the employees are helpful and inviting. Order a pair from http://shop.lululemon.
com/home.jsp or go to their Somerset location and I guarantee you will be more than 
pleased.

HITS AND MISSES IN ENTERTAINMENT  TODAY

HIT: BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP
Mitchell Hart ’13, News Editor

For the first time ever, The Big Ten Conference held 
a championship game for football.  After last year’s 
three-way tie for first place, and the addition of a twelfth 
team, The Big Ten conference has decided to hold a 
championship game to decide who will win the Big Ten 
and ultimately a birth to the BCS Rose Bowl game. The 
Conference split teams into two divisions, Legends, 
and Leaders.  The battle for the Stagg championship 
trophy will take place annually in Lucus Oil Stadium 
in Indianapolis, Indiana.  This year the competition was 
between Legends division champions Michigan State 
University and Leaders division champion University 
of Wisconsin – Madison.  Wisconsin, who was on the 
losing end when the two teams met during the regular 
season, won this year’s championship game 42-39.  A 
very exciting game provided a lot of fun for all football 
fans. 

HIT: BRITISH TELEVISION
Julia Pompilius ’14, Freelance Writer

British television shows are quite the rage here in the United States. Not only are 
they often times better than ours but they are so good we steal their ideas. The science 
fiction series, Doctor Who, has had 31 seasons. It is shown here on BBC America and 
is a particular favorite among sci-fi fanatics. Another British television fad is the teen 
drama, Skins. MTV attempted to recreate its own Skins series, but the show only ran for 
one season. However, the original British version is still showed here on BBC America 
and viewers say the MTV version does not compare. Many of our favorite American 
television shows are in fact not originally American, but based off of British shows. 
These shows include American Idol, The Office, and Dancing With the Stars. It is no 
wonder British shows are so popular here in the states; those Brits know what they are 
doing when it comes to television. British television offers quality viewing, a culturally 
enriching experience, and hey, who doesn’t love a good British accent?

MISS: BREAKING DAWN
Shelby Silver ’14, Copy Editor

Throughout the world, girls have fawned over Breaking Dawn, but 
how do others feel about it? Breaking Dawn has gotten so many amazing 
reviews, but there were equally, if not more, bad reviews from people 
who have not been captivated by the monotone Kristen Stewart and the 
sparkling vampire, Robert Pattinson. I sat, throughout the entire movie, 
wondering how much love can be shown with absolutely no emotion 
in Stewart’s face. Along with Stewart’s lack of emotion, Pattinson had 
trouble with his facial expressions as well. He actually looked like he 
was in severe amounts of pain throughout the entire movie. Does he 
think those “pained” faces are attractive? It really was a poorly preformed 
movie. I am sorry to all of those who love the Twilight Saga (not really), 
but the truth needed to be told.
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Who Run the World? 
Clarissa Donnelly ’13, Entertainment Editor

Elementary biology makes 
the anatomical difference 
between men and women 
obvious. These differences 
involved in our DNA will 
tend to lead to differences in 
our hormones, thus dictating 
our life styles through our 
testosterone or estrogen led 
actions. Women have certain 
favorable advantages in 
society, such as being able to 
flirt our way out of a speeding 
ticket, while males have other 
advantages, like their ability 
to go topless in almost any 
situation; try that ladies, and 
we could possibly be charged 
with indecent exposure. 
Certain benefits and double 
standards of genders must be 
accepted, however, there is 
a point where a line must be 
drawn. In order to gain social 
equality for the female gender, 
all women must stand together 
and support one another. 
We can no longer permit the 
disapproval of our sex while 
adoration is given to men in 
the exact same situations.

Especially highlighted in 
our community here at BHS 
is the “slut”/desperate female 
versus the “dawg”/player 
male. If a girl is affiliated 
with two guys at a time, she 
is said to have no self respect, 
no morals, will always chose 
guys over her girl friends, and 
generally has no standards. 
However, when a guy is 
associated with two girls at 
one time, he however is then 
praised and looked upon 
similarly as the pharaohs in 
ancient Egypt. It is believed 
that he has the ability to get any 
girl he wants, girls will flock to 
him and will do anything to be 
with him. Guys all take note 
as how to achieve such a high 
position in the social ladder. 
The issue is not the amount of 
people one is seeing at a time; 
that is up to the discretion of 
the person. The problem is 
that different results are being 
given to women than men in 
the same situation. It is highly 
counterproductive for our 
society to slander a woman 
while commending a man for 
doing the exact same thing. 

Despite laws that have been 
passed towards assimilating 
women and men in the work 
force, attempts to put them 
into action have abundantly 
failed. The department of 
U.S Labor reports that for 
every dollar a man makes, 
a woman is only paid 72 
cents. In relation, The Equal 
Employment Opportunity 
Commission, a portion of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
attempts to prevent sexual 
harassment when interfering 
with ones employment 
opportunities, yet women are 
still often sexually harassed 
or intimidated in the work 
environment. A recent study 
done by ABC news shows that 
one out of every four women 
has brought about allegations 
of the harassment. However, 
some stay silent. Sexual 
harassment in the workplace 
is not just an issue of social 
standards, it is illegal in our 
society, meaning no woman 
should feel so compelled to 
her male boss or embarrassed 
by the harassment as to keep 
silent. 

Women have definitely 
been growing in the career 
field, however not enough. 
There is an abundance of 
women CEO’s, surgeons, 
and lawyers, yet those fields 
are still dominated and led 
by males. A study done by 
Catalyst (a non profit women’s 
research organization) shows 
male CEO’s in 2008 leading 
by 84.3 percent, the New 
York Times shows male 
surgeons ahead by 60 percent, 
and wisegeek shows that 75 
percent of people who are 
lawyers, are men. Professional 
women are advancing; 
however, continue to stick to 
a field’s stereotypical position, 
which are deemed more 
‘feminine,’ such as nursing 
and teaching. Women make 
good nurses and teachers, 
but women can also become 
astronauts and producers, just 
look at Oprah and Mae C. 
Jemison. 

Although directed to the 
fact that girls are viewed as 
less than guys, I am mainly 

calling for a change from the 
girls, so listen up: As women, 
we all must respect ourselves, 
and mainly our gender. 
Showing a lack of respect for 
oneself is apparent to men and 
many men can and will take 
advantage of that. This leads 
them to believe that it is okay 
not to respect us because we do 
not respect ourselves, which 
should never be the case. A 
large part of gaining respect 
for yourself and your gender is 
by stopping the usage of words 
like “slut” and “whore.” In 
the end you are only making 
it okay for someone to use 
the term against you. Yes, 
I reference my belief from 
Mean Girls, but it is true. The 
term also brings back the idea 
that you do not respect your 
own gender. Why use a word 
that was created with the sole 
intention of insulting women? 

As females, it is necessary 
that we stick together. Our 
right to vote was not achieved 
by Susan B. Anthony and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
sitting around gabbing 
about how Lucy Stone was 
a “slut” because she was 
seen canoodling with three 
guys at the last garden party. 
They stood strong, together, 
in pursuit of something that 
would benefit their belief in 
the long run, which is what I 
am asking of all of you. We 
will work together, entangle 
ourselves in male dominated 
fields, stop the unequal pay, 
and maybe get the word 
“slut” erased from society’s 
vocabulary completely in the 
process. We all must stand 
strong and stop dissing our 
fellow gender while praising 
men for the same thing. If 
guys can do it, we can do it. 
In order to prove our high-
ranking-societal-philosopher-
poet Beyoncé Giselle 
Knowles correct, we must 
all ban together in the fight 
against this male dominated 
world in order to, excuse my 
cliché, ‘run the world.’

A Wake up call to the Female Gender
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The constant need to be in touch with one’s peers is seemingly an obsession of most 
teenagers, especially within the current and explosive state of social media in today’s society. 
But, have you ever wondered why this is? Why is there an obsession among teens with 
social networking? What is the appeal to always be connected, to constantly be informed 
and always be up to date on everyone else’s lives? Why has it become important to know a 
play by play of your acquaintances days? What is the purpose of having such an interest in 
everyone else rather than being content exclusively with your own life?

While looking through my classes, there is never an absence of social connection, 
whether it is Twitter on an iPhone, Facebook on a Blackberry or good old-fashioned texting, 
it is always present. Social media is practically inescapable. It is simple these days, students 
lives revolve around how many followers they have or likes their pictures get, how many re-
tweets or Facebook friends, and how many pin-numbers your smart-phone contains. Since 
when did talking face to face become a rare commodity and chatting through text on a 
screen become so cool and an acceptable form of communication?

Though the majority of every high school student thinks social networking is a huge key 
to a great high school experience because it keeps you always in “the know,” that assumption 
is incorrect. “[Social networking] lets you always know what is going on in high school, it 
lets you connect with people through mutual interests,” junior Brianna Louser said. While 
that may be true, social networking entails more than what the majority thinks it does. 
According to APA.org, studies have shown that high school students who had checked their 
social network page once during a period of studying received lower grades. Also, overuse 
of social media has been shown to negatively affect one’s health, making them more prone 

to psychological disorders and potentially more narcissistic tendencies. 
Teens are now relying on technology more than ever in their lives. Websites such as 

Facebook and Twitter have become more than just a way to check-up on people you have 
not talked to in a while and have a little fun, it has become an addiction. It has been shown 
that most teens use a social networking site for more than an hour each day. “I would say 
I’m addicted. I use social networking sites for probably 3 or 4 hours a night,” sophomore 
Zach Gedda-Shaheen said. Teens also do not solely go on these types of sites when there is 
nothing more to do. “I’m constantly on twitter on my phone all day,” junior Brandon Banks 
said. It is a rising trend to always be on a phone while social networking. Although one is in 
touch with their generation, they are out of touch from reality and actions that are happening 
around them.

While social networking can be a fun pastime, it should stay as that: a pastime. Students 
too often use technology as a main source of friendship and depend on it excessively. The 
old ways of meeting people in person should again become the norm, and meeting through 
websites should not be the sole way of meeting new people. High school should again be 
the main place to be social, rather than through a screen.

Upon logging into a social networking site, evaluate its importance. Do you really need 
to be informed of #thatawkwardmomentwhen or can you do without? Now is the time to 
stop living through social networking and start actually living, without a keyboard and 
a monitor. There is no need to document your every move and inform everyone directly 
afterwards. Now is the time to stop and reflect. Think before you act, or better yet, think 
before you social network.  

English curriculum causes grievances 
Jake Rothman ’14, Business Manager

There is a travesty occurring in the English department 
of BHS. The books we read in our English classes do not 
benefit students nor do they coincide with the modern 
language used today.

Students are required to read books like Great 
Expectations, Huckleberry Finn, Macbeth and The Great 
Gatsby because they expose students to famous texts and 
timeless problems with human nature. However, students 
never actually use the old English texts outside of the 
classroom.

I would like to see more current literature implemented 
in order to improve comprehension among students. It 
is understandable that teachers would want students to 
develop the skill of comprehending older, more difficult 
texts. Teachers additionally would want students to take 
more time to understand the texts and the themes associated 
with those texts, rather than speed through an easier book. 
However, there is a line between students going back for 
productive reasons and students returning to the text out 
of plain confusion. Taking the gist of each paragraph and 

relating that to themes brought up in the book would be 
a beneficial tool. But going sentence by sentence trying 
to comprehend each is more destructive then helpful. 
Sophomore Zack Segall said, “the text can sometimes 
be like a foreign language.” Recognizing a couple basic 
words from each sentence and then being dumfounded by 
the others might lessen a student’s comprehension of the 
work as whole. Thus, leaving them struggling on tests, and 
especially those dreaded PIDs.

If these issues with human nature are “timeless,” then 
why can’t current texts expose us in the same way? Since 
both stories relate to the same issue, we shouldn’t have 
struggle through an old English book when we could 
discover those problems in modern texts.   

Words with different meanings than today and old slang 
are not just challenging, they are not beneficial to students. 
In various instances a reader can go from seeing complex, 
in depth sentences to reading sentences that appear as if 
they are backwards.

In addition, students do not hear the language of the 

said books in other classes. The textbooks BHS uses do 
not contain the language used by Joe Gargery in Great 
Expectations. Plus, our teachers don’t lecture in the dialect 
of Jim from Huckleberry Finn. So, why should us students 
have to read these texts for our curriculum? If we don’t use 
these texts in any other aspects of our lives, then why not 
use more current, understandable English in our books?

English Teacher Mr. Paul Cierpial said, “feels [the 
students] pain,” when it comes to the old English texts. 
However, he believes knowledge of these books is necessary 
for a person to be educated in today’s society. Cierpial said 
that these texts “help people develop as thinkers and makes 
them think about personhood.” I would like to agree, but 
there are more current, more beneficial books available 
for students. Allowing those books to be used solely or 
in conjunction with the canon texts would aid students’ 
reading habits as well as their ability to comprehend the 
issues and themes students are supposed to learn. The 
Michigan curriculum needs to reconsider the texts they are 
forcing students to read in the English classroom.

The Social Network Obsession:
an epidemic distracts, lack of social skills ensues
Lindsay McFern ’13, Sports Editor



No more ski club Friday
Julia Pompilius ’14, Freelance Writer

For many at BHS, Fridays not only meant the start of 
the weekend, but also their time to hit the slopes. For 
skiers and snowboarders, gliding down the icy hills 

of Mt. Holly, eating greasy fries and hot chocolate, and sitting 
in front of the fire with friends was the perfect way to cap off 
a long, hard week at school. However, many students can no 
longer participate in this favorite end of the week activity, as 
Ski Club will now take place on Thursdays. 

This poses an inconvenience to many. The Ski Club bus 
departs immediately after school and does not return until 
around 10:30 p.m., leaving members exhausted afterwards. 
Formerly, this was no problem, as it was Friday and students 
could crash as soon as they returned home and still had 
the weekend to complete their homework. Now being on 
Thursdays, the situation is quite different. Members of Ski 
Club are somehow expected to attend the club until 10:30 p.m., 
return home and complete their three hours plus of homework, 
and be in class the next morning at 7:40 a.m. 

For those who wish to do well in school, it seems that 
the only reasonable solution is to quit Ski Club in order to 
complete their homework and fulfill any other commitments 
they may have with a day of school ahead of them. Where 
does this leave students’ desire to ski/snowboard every week 
as they have been doing for the past several years? To ski and 
snowboard enthusiasts, Ski Club is not an easy thing to give 
up. Students are left torn between performing well in school 
and their beloved club.

Senior Daley Matthews-Pennanen, a former Ski Club 
member, is now wary of returning to the club. “For me, it 
seems really unfortunate that ski club is on Thursday now. It's 
not like it'd be impossible for me to get my homework done 
before or after ski club, but it was just really nice to know that 

after we got back from [Mt.] Holly, I could go hang out with 
friends for a bit instead of worrying about school. That's not 
really an option anymore.”

Social studies teacher, Mr. Keith Miller, one of the club’s 
teacher chaperones, says he would have preferred that Ski 
Club be kept on Fridays. “I love skiing, but I’m not a fan of 
Thursdays. Friday just worked better for everyone’s schedule,” 
Miller said. 

However, Miller is hopeful that the students’ love for skiing 
will prevail and they will be able to manage their homework on 
top of Thursday night trips to Mt. Holly. For many, this is not 
a reality, but for others, being a part of Ski Club is worth any 
price, including compromising one’s performance in school.

Nothing will stop sophomore Nathan Malonis from 
attending Ski Club every week. “It sucks that it's on a 
weeknight and it will more than likely wreak havoc 
on my studies, but nothing could stop me from 
still doing ski club since it's the only way for 
me to get out and snowboard as much as I 
want,” he said.

For die-hard snowboarders 
and skiers, a mere day change 
will not keep them away 
from the slopes, but for 
those concerned with 
their grades, Ski Club 
is no longer a realistic 
option.

As they say 
in theater, “The 
show must go on.” 

And so Ski Club will, despite its loss in members. The snow 
covered hills lined with trees, the warm dining area, and the 
friends gained on the slopes of Mt. Holly are indeed hard things 
to sacrifice. Many students are saddened to give up something 
they enjoyed so much and looked forward to doing every 
week. Some are hopeful that Ski Club will return to Fridays, 
but meanwhile, students unable to attend are going to have to 
find other means of skiing and snowboarding this winter.

Mt. Holly, where Berkley High students hope to ski and snowboard this winter.

Basketball finds footing
Jimmy Demery ’13, Opinion Editor

The Varsity Boys Basketball team opened their season away against 
Plymouth Canton, and suffered a tough first game loss 68-40. The Bears 
were short four players due to academic ineligibility, and one due to 
family reasons. Two of the five were starters Leondrá Steen and Shane 
Fitzsimmons.

The varsity squad lost nine of its 16 players from last year including 
four of the five starters. The one remaining starter from last year, senior 
and one of two co-captains Damon Eldridge said, “The seniors need to 
carry more of the weight this season.” Three of the team’s biggest stars 
graduated last year, which means this year’s senior class has to step up to 
the occasion. When asked if he thought the team could make a deeper run 
into the after season playoffs this season Eldridge said, “It’s hard to tell at 
this point; we need to come together as a team more.”

The varsity team rushed out to a 6-2 start out of the gate last year, 
but finished with a 13-9 record overall, making it to the second round of 
districts before losing narrowly to Detroit Renaissance. 

With over half the team graduating last year, many juniors who played 
JV last year had to step up to the plate and play at the varsity level. 
Junior George Patterson said, “It is a big jump from the JV team to the 
varsity team. Being on the varsity team requires more responsibility and 
dedication.” When asked if the intensity level is higher from JV Patterson 
said, “Definitely, the coaches are more intense and they expect a lot. The 
conditioning is harder.”

The team lost a close contest 66-58 against rival Royal Oak for their 
second game of the seaso. They are now 0-2. Expectations remain high as 
the team has a lot of season yet to play. 

2011-2012
BHS PTSA
Meeting 
Dates:

Jan. 17, 2012
March 20, 2012
April 17, 2012
May 15, 2012

BHS
Collaborative 
Center 7:00 

p.m.
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Why we played:
Zak Witus ’12, Co-Editor-and-Chief
Reevaluating the lifelong commitment to sports

Although we may not be able to fully articulate the exact meaning, everything we do 
has some rational behind it, even sports. But, people, myself included, too often overstate 
the value of objective rationalization, overlooking the simplicity and also quite often the 
superiority of pure involvement. The profoundly unique feeling one gets from participating 

in a sport can’t be done justice in the words of the typical journalist, 
who, through their supposedly objective perceptions, attempts 
to apply their own meaning to an event they are not actually a 
part of. That fantastic sense of accomplishment a player gets 
after their team wins a game or the joy a player receives from 
being recognized for one’s talents by getting picked first in a 

pick-up game cannot be fully comprehended unless one has 
experienced it themselves. 

Take senior Kyle Braun for example, BHS’s renaissance 
man of athletics. While Braun’s greatest facilitator and 
most die-hard fan in his athletic development has always 
been his parents, his own passion for sports is what led him 
to success. Parents can only take us so far. After they try 
to show us how to kick a soccer ball, we must ultimately 
choose to strike the ball with the laces of our own cleat to 
fully comprehend the purpose of the action. I’m sure some 

kids walk away disappointed after kicking a soccer 
ball or making a basket, frankly just not getting much 

pleasure out of it. These people choose instead 
to follow their other interests such as reading 
books or creating art. Braun, however, not only 
kicked that soccer ball, he ran after it again and 

again and again. 
Eventually his parents, including his 

dad, who until his untimely death when 
Braun was 10, showed him virtues such 

as hard work and dedication. 
Braun later used these lessons to 

experiment with his own 
capabilities. While Braun 
may have shot the ball into 
the back of the Hurley Field 
nets plenty of times, he never 
scored a goal that satisfied 

him for long, believing in always 
trying to push his physical abilities to 

their limit.
Braun’s mom knew when she had done 

her job well and should let go, allowing 
Braun to achieve higher and for his own 
reasons. However, Braun’s fellow soccer 

captain and senior Ethan Toumey never truly was left alone enough to pursue his athletic 
dreams based on his own passion.

Toumey’s dad went with a much more powerful and hands-on method for accelerating 
his kid’s athletic abilities. Now while it’s true that in order to maximize a child’s athletic 
potential, a parent must introduce their offspring to a sport as early as possible, the extent 
Toumey’s father went with reminds me a bit of tennis player Andre Agassi’s father. “When 
I was like 3 years old my dad just got me into it. He bought me my first pair of cleats when 
I was probably 5 or 6… It seemed like I really liked it when I was younger,” Toumey 
said. But his dad wasn’t happy enough. Starting in the fifth grade, Toumey’s father actually 
had him practicing off the ball, doing drills and conditioning, getting Toumey as ready as 
possible for competition later in life.

Toumey’s father’s dedicated athletic training program in his elementary school years 
paid off. At age 11, Toumey could fool any of his school friends with a soccer ball, changing 
direction so fast they wouldn’t know how to react. Toumey’s dad then took him to tryout 

for Vardar, a highly exclusive club team with more talent than most high school teams, and 
Toumey made the cut. The hope of playing for Vardar was originally to prepare Toumey 
for a professional career in soccer. However, Toumey’s ambitions soon would diverge from 
those of his father.

In his junior year, Toumey stopped playing Vardar. He said, 
“The stress my dad put on me pushed me out of the sport.” How 
very sadly ironic. His father’s efforts to help his son excel and 
achieve a dream, ultimately led to the exact opposite outcome he 
had pursued so aggressively. The problem became the ambiguity 
regarding whose dream Toumey was chasing. But nonetheless, 
Toumey kept up with his soccer training through the past 
offseason, working out as seriously and whole-heartedly 
as ever, only this time without the company of his team 
and oversight of his usual coaches. Toumey entered the 
2011 BHS season motivated and determined for success. 
Perhaps this time away from soccer had rekindled the 
passion he had once felt towards it in his childhood. Any 
way, his enthusiasm became reignited, but soon he faced 
a sad reality. 

Toumey claimed that the BHS varisty soccer team 
didn’t bring out his full potential. The team just didn’t 
have the capacity to produce a great season. They 
finished with record so disappointing, Braun and 
Toumey couldn’t even remember when they were asked. 
Despite this, Toumey has received several divisional 
offers for soccer, but has rejected them all. Instead, he 
has chosen to play club soccer at GVSU, a much less 
competitive team, but more enjoyable in Toumey’s 
eyes. Needless to say, Toumey’s father is sad and 
disappointed when he told him this decision, but 
Toumey feels the time has long been overdue 
for him to take charge of his own life.

It is inevitable that at some point an athlete 
will be playing for someone else. I’ve never 
met a player who can go through their entire 
season doing drills and running laps for their 
own pleasure—only a masochist enjoys pain 
that much. More often 
players get through those 
days of practice when 
they would rather be 
playing Modern Warfare 
3 or bringing the ruckus 
at a Wu-Tang concert. 

Being given a solid foundation 
for success, but then letting his own passionate interests lead them has left Braun with 
no regrets about his athletic career thus far. In Toumey’s case he seemed to be constantly 
playing or practicing for someone else, most often his father, but when he quit Vardar and 
started playing because he wanted to, not because he was supposed to, he again enjoyed 
soccer like he did back on the Burton Elementary field.

Sports teach us great lessons applicable to real life. Whether one wants to be a doctor, 
musician, or accountant they still will need to work hard, stay dedicated, and be unified 
with their peers, just like a great athlete does. While these virtues commonly get associated 
with athletics, they can just as easily be found in many other activities. When the time 
comes to move on from athletics, which either may result from getting cut or by one’s own 
choice, we must substitute another legitimately constructive activity to work in order to fill 
the void leftover. Boredom can easily plague us here in suburbia, so occupying one’s time 
productively is an absolute essential to maintain one’s sanity.

Senior Ethan Toumey passes a soccer ball.Senior Kyle Braun shows off his soccer skills.
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My Advice To All Juniors:
Senior Year Dissapointment 
Danny Bakst ’12, Co-Editor-in-Chief

If you are a devoted follower of the 
written works of yours truly, then you are 
familiar with the overall topic of the closing 
articles of my junior year. If you have a life 
and are not fortunate enough to be a member 
of the Danny Bakst fan club, I wrote mostly 
about my excitement for the upcoming glory 
and happiness that senior year would seem to 
bring. From an ACT taking, AP bio studying 
junior’s perspective, the 
laziness and enthusiasm 
of the transition to senior 
year was like going 
from being the learning-
orientated Marie Curie 
to a loudmouthed, 
club-rat resident of 
the Jersey Shore. 

My final 
articles as the 
Opinion Editor, 
during the closing 
months of my junior 
year, were titled, “Final 
Finals before Glory” 
and “Senior Envy: 
juniors can’t stop this 
feeling.” Most juniors 
probably agree with 
what I was writing 
because frankly, junior 
year sucks harder than 
a Dyson vacuum on 
steroids. It consists 
of standardized 
test taking, college 
application boosting 
with extra curricular 
activities, and more AP classes and tests than 
an actual college student. Also, constant stress 
is being placed upon the grades students are 
churning out, from the year colleges claim to 
be the most important out of our four years 
in high school. Last year I spent more time 
on Family Access than I did in the bathroom, 
and I spend a lot of time in the bathroom. I 
am a strong advocate of getting the necessary 
amount of beauty sleep, which is obvious 
by my dashing handsomeness, but I went 
in early almost every other day last year to 
properly understand AP calculus. The lust 
for triangles to grace our report cards takes 
over the mind of a junior, or at least one with 
the drive to pursue higher learning.

All of these reasons cause a positive 
person to see the class above them and 
look forward to the upcoming year where 
they can finally relax and breeze through 
a pointless year of school, with little to no 
worries. However, I have to be the rain cloud 

at the senior year parade and mournfully say 
to you juniors that senior year is not the 
cake walk that it may seem to be from the 
underclassmen perspective. It is just another 
normal year of school, and it actually makes 
class even more unbearable. This year, 
along with many other seniors, is by far 
the easiest schedule of my four years. But 
this lesser schedule does not bring the joy 

that I expected. I miss the 
challenge that a hard 
schedule puts onto the 
student. While I appreciate 

not having constant stress 
about grades along with 

grueling hours of homework 
every night, the ability to breeze 
by is excruciatingly boring. It is 

true that Senior-itus is an affliction 
of senior year, but even with my 

diminished drive I can keep 
up with my school work 

and produce surprisingly 
good results.

My point of view will 
probably change drastically 
once first semester is over 
and graduation is peering 
over the fence like Tim 
Allen’s neighbor, but 
currently senior year has 
been nothing out of the 
ordinary, and it is certainly 
not the paradise I imagined 
it would be. Once my 
collegiate future is locked 
in and decided, my Senior-
itus, along with the rest of 

the class of 2012, will most likely expand 
to unimaginable heights. I will spend 
classes looking at the clock more than the 
teachers and doodling dunking dragons 
instead of taking the necessary notes, but 
is that really anything special? However 
poorly we consider our time at BHS it 
really is our last chance to live free of the 
true responsibility that post-education life 
has to offer. After this, we have to deal with 
the responsibility of living on our own and 
then soon after, we must deal with job hunts 
and a pile of bills taller than Manute Bole. 
In conclusion, juniors don’t need to envy 
the class of 2012 because senior year is so 
extraordinary and wonderful. Appreciate the 
high school process and realize that in a few 
short months they will soon be done with 
the pain-stakingly awful third year of high 
school. Sorry sophomores.

I’ve Got the Merry Munchies:
The Best Part of the Holdiay seasons

Ah, the holidays. During these 
sacramental fragments of time, in which 
our society hits snooze on their alarm clock, 
we give ourselves the chance to dream 
a bit longer. While no one seems able to 
agree why we should observe the holidays, 
debating the traditional rationalizations 
versus the more modern reformations, I 
meanwhile just cannot take them seriously.

As the case has been throughout history, 
people look at the same exact phenomena 
and connect a wide range of meanings. 
Such is the case with the holidays. But, 
in my opinion, why discriminate when 
there’s great food to be had? I really don’t 
care what holiday one celebrates or their 
reasons for participating, as long as it leads 
them a dinner table with familiar faces, it’ll 
all be worth it. The holidays, for me, have 
always been about the food.

Christmas time is the season of giving, 
or so they say. What started out as a day 
to commemorate the Jesus’ birthday has 
somehow led to children worshiping 
a fat man in a red jump suit, who 
apparently has some 
Ocean’s Eleven type 
burglary skills. 
Although it’s 
true nobody 
messes with the 
Jesus, Christmas, 
of all the holidays, 
seems the silliest 
to me, because 
after all, I am 
a Jew. In fact 
the concept 
of birthdays 
a l t o g e t h e r 
makes little 
sense to me, 
but that doesn’t 
mean I’ll turn 
down a piece of birthday cake 
(especially face cake. That stuff’s 
delicious!) Just the same, I don’t waste my 
time blabbering about the ridiculousness 
of Christmas, when I have a perfectly good 
opportunity for chowing down on honey 
baked ham and sipping on some eggnog.

Channukah might be the wonderful 
festival of lights, but sadly its meaning 
has been more mutated than any other 
holiday in the history of time. This minor-
Jewish holiday was first established to 
commemorate the Jew’s triumph over 
the persecuting Syrian-Greeks. If Jews 
winning a fight wasn’t miracle enough, 
they also managed to have a small pitcher 
of oil which lit their Menorah for eight 

crazy nights. Today Channukah resembles 
something more like a kosher-Christmas, 
despite presents having nothing to do with 
holiday’s back story. Few Jews even take 
this holiday seriously, except of course 
when it comes to the food. Channukah’s 
claim to fame is the latke. A latke is a 
pan-fried potato pancake, and, done right, 
rivals matzah ball soup and koogle as the 
pinnacle of Jewish cuisines. Food again 
remains the constant in the development of 
our modern holidays.

Thanksgiving to me seems to be the most 
honest of the holidays, which is like saying 
Mitt Romney is the most honest of the 
Republican presidential candidates. I like 
Thanksgiving because it acknowledges the 
importance of food, something every other 
holiday only beats around the Christmas 
tree about. Get it? Thanksgiving, created 
by Benny Franklin in the image of the 
Jewish holiday of Sukkot, asked Americans 
to appreciate the bounty of their harvest, 
both literally and metaphorically. Finally, 
a holiday that owns up to its true appeal, 
the food. I know some people spend their 
time on Thanksgiving appreciating things 
and being thankful, blah, blah, blah. To me 
this practice seems to speak more to just 
how greedy most Americans are. Does the 

government really 
need to set aside a 
single day for you 
to appreciate all of 
your the privileges 
and advantages? 
That’s why instead I 

choose to spend 
my Dead Bird 
Day thinking 
about, preparing 
and eating 
Thanksgiving 

c u i s i n e , 
when I’m 

not watching the 
Lions lose, of course.

Food has always been a uniting factor. 
Our cultures revolve around cuisine; we 
build relationships over our meals, and 
we work our jobs so we can afford it. 
As a society, most of our views of the 
holiday have changed drastically since 
their establishment. Some people would 
rather see us revert back to the holiday’s 
original purposes. But, if your family has 
a tradition that suits them, keep it going. 
Don’t be confused by the virtues and 
morals other people try to project. Focus 
on what holidays really offer, that is free 
food and tons of it.

Zak Witus ’12, Co-Editor-in-Chief
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