
Definition Essay Structure Cheat-Sheet 

Intro:  

1. Introduce your word 

2. Make a connection to Gatsby (context for your word and the novel) 

3. Thesis should propose a clear, basic definition that can easily evolve 

 

Body 1: 

1. Topic sentence (TS) – begin with a topic sentence that provides one clear reason why your thesis 

(TH) is true. 

2. Definition Strategy (DS) – fully explain/develop your definition strategy. 

3. Context (CX) – transition into some context from the novel, providing one reason why the novel 

supports your definition. 

4. Example (EX) – provide a specific example from the text.  Be sure to cite the page number. 

5. Analysis (AN) – Analyze the two examples (DS and the EX) side by side.  This analysis should be 

robust. 

6. Complicate your claim (CC) – connect all of your evidence in Body 1 back to the thesis. 

 

Body 2: 

1. Topic sentence (TS) – begin with a topic sentence that provides one clear reason why your thesis 

(TH) is true and has clearly evolved from the previous claim. 

2. Definition Strategy (DS) – fully explain/develop your definition strategy. 

3. Context (CX) – transition into some context from the novel, providing one reason why the novel 

supports your definition. 

4. Example (EX) – provide a specific example from the text.  Be sure to cite the page number. 

5. Analysis (AN) – Analyze the two examples (DS and the EX) side by side.  This analysis should be 

robust. 

6. Complicate your claim (CC) – connect all of your evidence in Body 2 back to the thesis. 

 

Body 3: 

1. Topic sentence (TS) – begin with a topic sentence that provides one clear reason why your thesis 

(TH) is true and has clearly evolved from the previous claim. 

2. Definition Strategy (DS) – fully explain/develop your definition strategy. 

3. Context (CX) – transition into some context from the novel, providing one reason why the novel 

supports your definition. 

4. Example (EX) – provide a specific example from the text.  Be sure to cite the page number. 

5. Analysis (AN) – Analyze the two examples (DS and the EX) side by side.  This analysis should be 

robust. 

6. Complicate your claim (CC) – connect all of your evidence in Body 3 back to the thesis. 

 

Conclusion: 

1. Wrap up the new info presented in your body paragraphs.  The final points made in your 3 body 

paragraphs will work to expand upon and/or complicate your original claim 

2. End with an interesting send-off. 


