
 
English 10 Course Syllabus 
 
Class Title: English 10   Instructor: Ms. Mullins 
 
Contact Information: 

 School Phone/Voice Mail – 248-837-8077 

 Email – emullins@berkleyschools.org  – Best way to contact me 

 Go to http://mullin35.wordpress.com/ for EVERYTHING English 10 

 Follow me at @MsEmilyMullins for reminders/information 

 Turnitin.com: ID and password will be on a separate sheet and can be found on my website 
 
Course Overview: Students will explore classic and contemporary works of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and short stories 
intended to bring literature to life. Students will analyze selected authors’ themes, philosophies, and styles and will write both 
analytical and expressive papers on the texts read.  Each novel will constitute a unit for which there will be a test (or two 
longer quizzes) and at least one project or final piece of writing.  Students will also work to improve their vocabulary, spelling, 
grammar, and word usage. They will also begin working on testing strategies and moving towards ACT proficiency. Some 
assignments will involve research using both the library and the Internet. Multimedia presentations will be options for some 
projects.  
 
Help and Make-up Times: I am available after school on most days until at least 4:30 p.m. If a student or parent would like 
to meet with me regarding a particular topic, please schedule an appointment with me.  
 
Required Classroom Materials:  
Every day you should bring: 

 a three-prong folder/ binder with dividers and loose leaf or  a college-rule notebook for classwork and notes 

 a college-rule separate notebook for warm-ups 

 writing utensils (pencil/pencil) 

 the text we are reading 

 your planner.  

 Wednesdays: a silent reading text (must be a book that is age appropriate and of your choosing) 
 
Homework Expectations: Students should always expect a reading assignment (20-30 pages) to be due on every Monday and 
Thursday that class meets. We will discuss that set of reading for two days before moving on. There may also be written 
homework assigned in class. While all students are provided with a unit-long calendar with homework and major assignment 
due dates (which is also posted on my website), it is the student’s responsibility to stay organized and understand what is 
expected of them for the next class period. If there are any questions they should be asked as soon as possible to prevent any 
confusion. 

General Expectations: (behavior etc.)  

 All students will be required to follow the Berkley High School Code of Conduct. If all students are responsible with 
these rules, I will not have to waste students’ time in class.  

 Students should always be as mentally and physically prepared for class as possible.  This involves arriving on time 
with all necessary books and supplies, actively participating in lectures, discussions, and taking notes, and completing 
homework before class starts.  Students can expect the same from me.  

 Students are required to treat their peers (present and not) with respect. This is a zero tolerance policy. Students 
deserve to feel safe and supported in my classroom and I will work diligently to ensure that this is the case. 
Disruptions in the classroom, especially during instruction, are disrespectful to both the teacher and the rest of the 
students in the class.  Anyone who is consistently disruptive will be removed from class.  

 Students must use appropriate language during class.  

 All electronic devices need to be turned off and put away in the school; these items will be confiscated if seen or used 
in class. If there is a particular situation in which a student requires accommodations, please discuss this with me as 
soon as possible.  
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Grading Policies: In this class, all activities and assignments will be given different weight based on the category the 
assignment falls into. There will be several types of activities that will be assigned and assessed throughout the grading period.  
These include homework assignments, classroom activities, quizzes, tests, and participation in classroom discussions. As in any 
English class, there will also be more “traditional” assignments, including daily journal entries, projects, formal compositions, 
and informal writings. At the end of each semester, students will take a final exam that tests the major texts from that 
semester. 
 
Each category will be weighted as follows: 
 

 Classwork will comprise 20% of the marking period grade.  

 Homework will comprise 15% of the marking period grade.  

 Essays will comprise 30% of the marking period grade.  

 Participation (including SSR) will comprise 15% of the marking period grade.  

 Presentations, Projects, Tests and Quizzes will comprise 20% of the marking period grade.  
 
Absence and Late Work Policies: 

 Absent Work Policy: If you are EXCUSED absent you will have as many class periods as you missed to make up 
work.  If you are UNEXCUSED absent, your work will be marked late. Seek help from fellow students, then me, 
to copy notes and get missed work.  You will have a reading calendar that lists the pages to be read by specific days 
for each novel; if you are absent, I expect you to be caught up on the reading on the day you return.  In other words, if 
you miss a class and there is a quiz covering the assigned reading on the day you return, you will be required to take 
the quiz. See me as soon as possible to schedule missed quizzes and tests.  It is your responsibility, not mine to 
make up all work you have missed.  

 Late Work Policy: In respect to late work, homework assignments will be immediately worth, at most, 60%. This 
grade is the same if the assignment is one day late or two weeks late. All assignments may be turned in until the end of 
each unit. Major papers and projects will be penalized one full grade for each calendar day they are late (including 
weekends).   

 
Suggested Classroom Materials: Every day you should bring a three-ring folder/ binder with dividers and loose leaf or  a 
college-rule notebook, writing utensils (pencil/pencil), the text we are reading, and your planner.  
 
Academic Integrity: Academic honesty is essential.  Any work you turn in must be entirely your own.  Failure to give credit 
to when using someone else’s words or thoughts is plagiarism, no matter the formality of the assignment. Copying someone 
else’s homework or classwork (without permission from group work directions) is cheating. Taking part or all of someone 
else’s essay and claiming it as your own is also plagiarism. In addition, if you help someone else to cheat (by providing your 
work for someone to copy, by talking to someone in another hour about the contents of a quiz or test, etc.) your penalty will 
be the same as the penalty for the person using that information. While there are many faces of academic dishonesty, it is 
easiest to follow academic integrity: If you do your own work, you honor your intellect, your potential, and your future.  
 
If you plagiarize any portion of your work, the result will be a significant penalty on the assignment (if any credit is given) and 
notification of your parents. Additionally, Mr. Gawel will be informed of the act, you will meet with him, and your dishonesty 
will be noted in your academic final.  Finally, final drafts of some written assignments will be submitted to Turnitin.com to 
help ensure your honesty. 
 
English 10 Units of Study: 
SEMESTER 1: How does internal conflict complicate and alienate the individual’s connection to society? How does 
one remain an individual in a system that thwarts any chance for individualism? Does true equality exist and is it 
truly equal for everyone? 
          
UNIT 1:  How does one remain an individual in a world that is determined to make society as a whole the priority? 

 Major texts: Anthem  - Ayn Rand 

 Major project: ACT-style Essay 
 
UNIT 2: Is a Collective Society Collective for all? 

 Major text: Animal Farm – George Orwell 

 Major project: Smarter Balanced Style Essay  
 



 
UNIT 3: The role of theocracy in framing an ideal society: How does one remain loyal to their own morality despite 
societal pressures? 

 Major text: The Crucible – Arthur Miller 

 Formal Assessment:  Creative Writing Project  
 
SEMESTER 2: How does power corrupt and can one’s society be changed by the desire for power? If so, in what 
ways? Within a society, how does one remain themselves and understand the importance of the fight for humanity 
and morality?  
 
UNIT 4: When does personal integrity override collective need/social expectations? 

 Major text: Julius Caesar – William Shakespeare and concurrent independent reading unit 

 Major project: Literary analysis and rhetorical strategies essay relating to Caesar 
 
UNIT 5: Maybe society is not the alienating factor?  

 Major texts: Catcher in the Rye  - J.D. Salinger 

 Major project: Literary analysis essay and creative project 
 
UNIT 6: Employability 

 Major texts: Independent Reading  

 Major project: formal resume, mock interview, independent reading activities  
 
UNIT 7: Can personal beliefs override societal expectations? Can we determine whether our dreams come true? 

 Major text: A Raisin in the Sun – Lorraine Hansberry 

 Major project: ACT style oral essay 
 

My website address: http://mullin35.wordpress.com/ 

 
 
Cut below portion 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Please read and return the following portion by Wednesday, September 3rd. 
 
 I have read the information regarding Ms. Mullins’ English classroom expectations and procedures.  I agree to abide by 
the rules and do my best in class. 
 
  
______________________________     _________________________________    _________________________ 
Student Signature         Student Name Printed    Date  
 
 
_____________________________ _______  Work phone number: _______________________   
Parent/Guardian Signature  Date    
 
Home phone number: _______________________ Email: ____________________________________  
  
Please do not write down an email address unless you check it frequently. 
 

Optional Parent Homework Assignment: As I do not yet know your son or daughter, please 

feel free to write a brief letter, in a million words or less (just kidding ), telling me about him or 
her. These can be delivered by the end of the week by your child, or as late as next week if you’re 
short on time. Thank you, and I look forward to getting to know your student! 
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