
Honors English 11 
Reading Calendar 2014 
 

Unit I 
  Class Struggles and the Jazz Age: 

Reading The Great Gatsby  
 
 
Here is a new generation shouting the old cries, learning the old creeds…dedicated more 
than the last to the fear of poverty and the worship of success; grown up to find all gods 
dead, all wars fought, all faiths in man shaken.   
     --F. Scott Fitzgerald  
 
Our investigation of class in early 20th century America began with 
The Grapes of Wrath, and we can now use Fitzgerald‘s most celebrated 
novel as a way to continue this conversation, though from the 
opposite side of the wealth spectrum.  To do this, we‘ll use 
supplemental readings (especially poetry) to better understand the 
historical, political, and cultural moments that produced Gatsby.  
We‘ll also spend time thinking about—and challenging—the 
different ways in which we, as Americans, think about the ―Roaring 
‗20s.‖ 
 
This unit asks us to sharpen our reading skills.  Beyond simply recalling the plot of the novel, we will 
incorporate all sorts of texts that are representative of the literary styles Fitzgerald works with in his novel.  
Because Gatsby is a literary crossroads of sorts, one that incorporates traces of Romantic, Enlightenment, and 
Modernist thinking, we will spend time investigating how and why Fitzgerald makes these choices, and what kind 
of statement the novel seems to be making about this celebrated time in our history. 
 
Additionally, we‗ll spend two weeks honing our writing skills.  The essay component of this unit asks us to 
move beyond the 5 paragraph model and think differently about analysis, evidence, and the job of the thesis 
statement.  With multiple drafts, peer edit sessions, and sample papers, you‘ll receive a great deal of support 
while brainstorming and drafting.  Take advantage of these resources and think deeply!   

 
*Special Note: I will supply all of the supplemental texts to you in class.  I will also post digital copies online.  
If you‘re ever absent, please use the website to gain access to all of the materials included below.  ―I was absent 
and didn‘t know we had to do it‖ is not a viable excuse, nor is ―I didn‘t have a copy of the reading.‖ Be 
proactive!   
 

 
Date Day Due at Start of Class Work in Class 
9/12 F Excitement for your education!  -Complete FSF author Qs 

-FSF background description 
-Watch author bio video and take notes 

9/15 M  -Finish bio and Fitzgerald discussion 
-Begin GG together as class 

9/16 Tu Read GG ch. 1 -BG Edith Cummings 
-NY geography, new money piece 
-Characterization work, close reading Qs 

9/17 W Read + Annotate: Keats ―Ode to a 
Nightingale‖  
 

-Continue characterization work 
-Continue close reading Qs 
RAISE work w/ poem 
-Introduction to Romanticism intro & Friedrich  

9/18 Th Read GG ch. 2 -Metonymy of eyes 
-Close reading Qs 

9/19 F Read GG ch. 3 -Discuss reading, Qs 
-Assign Definition Essay 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_g-0u1wfNc
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/08/garden/home-stagers-who-have-perfected-the-art-of-living-well.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanticism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wanderer_above_the_Sea_of_Fog


9/22 M -Read + Respond: Excerpt from 
Eliot‘s The Waste Land, compare / 
contrast  
(Section III, lines 215-256)  
-Due to Turnitin.com by 11:59 
9/22 

-Eliot context, summary 
-close reading, discuss student responses 

9/23 Tu Read GG ch. 4 -Close reading p. 37 Nick & elevator operator 
(sex/gender) 

9/24 W Read GG ch. 5 -Close reading Qs w eye toward pacing + time 
-Revisit last lines of ch 5 & ―Nightingale‖ (see p.35, 
Tredell) 

9/29 M Read GG ch. 6 -Close reading exercise in sm groups 

9/30 Tu Read GG ch. 7 -Close reading exercise (p. 115)  
-Discuss aposiopesis: ‗Her voice is full of money‘ 

10/1 W Read FSF‘s letter to Maxwell 
Perkins, online response 
-Due to Turnitin.com by 11:59pm 
10/2 

-Is GG a ―Men‘s book‖ as FSF says?  If so, how, 
why? 
-Revisit the role of authorial voice in ―meaning 
making‖ 

10/2 Th Ch. 8 -Close reading Qs 
-Play Gatsby video game 

10/3 F -Ex Cr: Email screen shot of 
completed video game 
-Read Shelley & Smith‘s, 
―Ozymandias‖ and complete online 
response 
-Due to Turnitin.com by 11:59pm 
10/4 

-Discuss poems & online responses 
-Tredell p. 38, Revisit Romantic themes 
-Hammurabi‘s Code  

10/6 M Ch. 9 (Finish) -Wrap Up GG w/ focus on final page 
-Review for exam 

10/7 T Work on Essay  -Gatsby unit exam 

10/8 W Work on Essay Begin Gatsby films 

10/9 Th Work on Essay Finish Gatsby films 
-Scene analysis / comparison work 

10/10 F -Complete rough draft of GG 
definition essay and bring TWO 
copies to class 
 

-Finish scene analysis work 
-Peer edit rough drafts w/ eye toward 2 focus 
areas 
-Evaluate & workshop sample essays 

 
 

Dates to Remember 

Gatsby unit exam – Tuesday, 10/7 
Definition essay rough draft – Friday, 10/10 

Definition essay final draft due to Turnitin.com by 11:59pm, Tuesday, 10/14 

file://Tesla/storage3/users/staff/EMullins/English%2011%20Honors/Gatsby/Eliot%20-%20The%20Waste%20Land%20(Excerpt).pdf
http://greatgatsbygame.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hammurabi%27s_Code

