
English 10-Mullins 
Animal Farm 
Calendar 2014 

 
In a time of universal deceit - telling the truth is a 

revolutionary act. 
-George Orwell 

 
We are about to begin another allegory, but this one, in 

contrast to Ayn Rand’s philosophical allegory in Anthem for 
the dangers of totalitarian dictatorships masquerading as 
communist entities, is a very specific allegory. Everything in 
the novel stands for/represents something or someone else 
at a time in history. We are going to look at George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm which is a direct extended metaphor for the 
Russian Revolution. Both novels contextualize, in 
fictionalized accounts, Stalin’s reign of terror in Russia. They 
are also both forms of political speech. 

Animal Farm, however, instead of dealing with a dystopian future society, depicts a farm in England. The animals talk. Things get 
real. We will need to do some more background on the Russian Revolution to start, but with the frontloading done before reading, you 
will start to see which animals/plot events represent which persons or groups of people or events in the time between 1900 and the 
mid-1920s in Russia.  

 
Organizing Principles to Consider 
The novel is structured around a number of organizing principles.  Considering these will help us tease apart the novel’s themes.   Some 
of its organizing principles are: 

 Individualism vs. collectivism 

 Ignorance vs. knowledge 

 The individual vs. society and the social 

 Personal identity vs. conformity 

 Heroism vs. courage 

 The innocent, uneducated vs. the experienced, educated 
 

 

Note:  This calendar may be revised as needed.   

Date Assignment due  
at the beginning of class 

Work in class 

M, 10/6 Enthusiasm for your education! -Reflect on writing process and the readings as a unit 
-Review governing systems 
-Begin to intro “Our Country” Project and begin work 

Tu, 10/7  -Project Work Day 

W, 10/8  -SSR 
-Grammar 

Th, 10/9  -Presentations Begin 

F, 10/10 
Pep Assembly 

 -Finish presentations 
-Intro notes for Orwell, Russian Revolution, etc. 

   

M, 10/13  -Cont. intro notes 
-Distribute books 
-Begin Ch. 1 as a class w/ annotations 

Tu, 10/14 -Ch. 2 + annotations -Discuss Ch. 1-2 
-Orwellian writing, political language 

W, 10/15  -SSR 
-Grammar 

Th, 10/16 
Half Day, all 
classes meet 

 -Ch. 3 as a class + annotations 
-Carousel activity with PID 
 

F, 10/17  -Ch. 1-3 Discussion 
-Quiz 

   



M, 10/20 -Ch. 4-5 +annotations -Discuss reading 
-“Beasts of England” annotations 

Tu, 10/21  -Text analysis work 

W, 10/22   -SSR 
-Grammar 

Th, 10/23 -Ch. 6-7 + annotations -Discuss reading + focus passage work/text analysis 
-Ch. 6-7 Quiz 

F, 10/24  -Stalin video + notes 

   

M, 10/27 -Ch. 8-10 (finish the novel) + 
annotations 

-Discuss reading  
-Final AF Quiz 
-Wrap up novel 
-Breaking the commandments 

Tu, 10/28  -Character Comparison Work in terms of Russian 
Revolution Allegory 
-Circle Plot 
-Discuss essay 

W, 10/29  -SSR 
-Grammar 

Th, 10/30  -Research 101 
-Using sources/evidence  
-Essay prewriting due by end of hour 

F, 10/31 
Half Day, all 
classes meet 

 -Sample essay example-discuss 

   

M, 11/3  - Review for test 

Tu, 11/4  - Animal Farm Test 

W, 11/5  -SSR 
-Grammar 

Th, 11/6  -Class time for essay, peer edit 
-Check in rough drafts 

 
 

ESSAY DUE DATES: 
PREWRITING DUE BY END OF HOUR ON 10/30 

ROUGH DRAFT DUE BY 10/6 
FINAL DRAFT DUE BY MIDNIGHT TO TURNITIN.COM ON 11/12 

 
ANIMAL FARM TEST DAY: 

Tuesday, 11/4 


