
Animal Farm Intro Notes – Themes and Important Terms 
 
Animal Farm: Genres/Key Terms 
 
Allegory: a form of extended metaphor in which objects, characters, and 
actions in a story stand for ideas (and people) that lie outside the story itself.  

 The underlying meaning has moral, social, religious, or political 
significance, and characters are often personifications of abstract ideas 
(such as charity, greed, or envy).   

 Thus, an allegory is a story with two meanings: a literal meaning and a 
symbolic meaning. 

 
Satire: Literature that attacks, ridicules, and exposes human vice, folly, or 
frailty (i.e., human faults) through irony, derision, wit, and/or exaggeration.   

 Animal Farm uses satire to attack the society created in Russia after the 
Bolshevik Revolution (1917).  

 
Fable: A story that teaches a lesson through the actions and circumstances of 
animal characters who act like humans. 
 
Propaganda: The systematic publication of false and/or biased information 
in order to encourage belief in or conformity to a doctrine (a gov’t. policy or 
system of belief) or cause.   

 Propaganda is usually spread by those who will directly benefit from 
widespread belief in a doctrine or cause. 

 
Review – Irony: When expectation differs from reality (verbal, situational, 
dramatic). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Animal Farm:: Themes 

 The rise of Totalitarianism – a form of government in which the 
political authority exercises absolute and centralized control over all 
aspects of life. 

 The phenomenon of revolution – the how, the why, and the what 
happens next 

 The corruptive nature of power 

 The societal tendency towards forming different social classes (upper, 
middle, lower, working, etc.) 

 The vulnerability of a naïve and/or ignorant lower/working class 

 The use of absolute power to distort history and language (propaganda) 

 The oppressive power of language 
 

Animal Farm: Plot 
 

 Animal Farm has a Circular Plot, meaning, at the end of the story, the 
characters end up in (roughly) the same situation they were in when the 
story began. 

 

Standard Plot Structure       Circular Plot Structure 
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