
Honors English 11 

Unit II: Macbeth 

Bloom Response Qs 

Introduction 

In Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human, Harold Bloom comments 

on the intricacies of each of The Bard’s 38 plays, using specific evidence 

to advance his ultimate claim: that Shakespeare’s dramatic works 

represent the very first moment in the literature of the Western World 

when characters develop a personality, and, as such, work to cultivate a 

notion of human nature.  More specifically, these plays are the very first 

stories where characters reflect on their own past, and make better 

choices because of—and through—this careful reflection.  Not a result of 

sickness, of the gods, or of Kings and Queens, Shakespeare’s characters 

look within themselves and grow up. 

This may not seem shocking at first, but if we are seeking a rationale for trudging through the difficult 

language, plot twists, and general discomfort that The Bard’s writing affords us (or inflicts upon us, 

depending on your taste), this thesis certainly seems to provide it.  But Bloom’s ideas are certainly not 

universally accepted; he is the subject of much criticism and debate. 

Your Assignment 
Read the first three sections of Bloom’s chapter on Macbeth.  As you are reading, annotate the chapter, 

keeping track of questions, predictions, comments, and connections you make throughout.  Make 

special note of anything you find interesting, strange, problematic, or revealing.  Please note that 

simply underlining or highlighting a few passages will not earn full credit (or even a passing score).  

 

When finished, answer each of the following three questions and submit your response to turnitin.com 

before the start of our next class.  Because we will spend the entire period discussing your thinking 

about the reading, no late work will be accepted on this assignment.   

 

Helpful Hint: This reading is extremely challenging.  We do this to A) understand other interpretations of 

the stories we read, and B) practice working through difficult texts.  Bloom’s vocabulary is immense and 

his love of linking one text to many others is unmatched.  Read deeply, take your time, and keep a 

dictionary close by.  You’ll be OK. 

Questions 
 

Ø  In section one, what does Bloom mean when he says that Macbeth is a “tragedy of blood”?  

What does he say is the relationship between Macbeth, his imagination, and blood?  Based on 

where we are in the play at this point in the course, how do you feel about this? 

Ø  In section two, why is Macbeth the least free of all of Shakespeare’s tragic protagonists? Also, 

what does Bloom mean when he refers to Macbeth as a “night piece”? 

Ø  In section three, how does Bloom describe the change in the nature of sexuality between 

Macbeth and Lady Macbeth following Duncan’s death? Do you find this strange? 

 

 

 


