
 
English 11 Honors 
Unit II: Macbeth 
Panel Discussion Assignment 
 
As we approach the end of our time with 
Macbeth, we want to begin to assess our own 
thoughts and feelings about the play.  To do this 
very important work, we will also consider some 
other scholars’ thinking and place their ideas 
along side our own.   
 
The Assignment: 
You will be assigned one of three critical articles 
dealing with Macbeth.  These articles work to take one particular aspect of the play (Christian imagery, 
manliness, and artistic representation) and use specific evidence to further an argument about how 
the text makes meaning.  After thoroughly reading and annotating your article, you will be asked to 
locate a specific passage or passages (your choice) to discuss with the class.  Other students who have 
also been assigned the same article will sit with you and discuss their own thoughts on the article.  To 
be sure your group doesn’t have multiple students discussing the same passage, you may want to 
quickly meet before getting started on your part of the presentation. 
 
Your discussion should use at least one of the “critical relationships with sources” located on the 
back of this handout.  If you are feeling ambitious, feel free to include more than one. 
 
Finally, the only work that you will be turning in is your annotated article.  The rest of your thinking 
about these texts will be expressed verbally and assessed using the project rubric. 
 
Other OPTIONAL suggestions for preparation: 
To come to terms with the author’s ideas, you can/should: 
1. Use active reading strategies (i.e., annotation; “talking to the text”) to mark up the text.  The goal 

here is to make the essay “skimmable,” to make the key ideas stand out so you can quickly locate 
them later.  Identify the author’s most crucial points with a star / asterisk in the margin; circle or 
highlight key words (but do so sparingly); underline explanations; summarize in the margins. 

2. Identify 10 or more vocabulary words.  Write them down and provide a definition for each, one 
that is in your own words so you can understand it. 

3. Create a brief outline of the essay to help you organize the points you’d like to raise with the 
group.  Make it complete but concise; include page numbers for reference rather than copying 
passages into your outline.  General ideas should be placed to the left in the outline; as you move 
to the right, ideas should become more specific.  So, it should follow a pattern something like 
this: 

 
I. A big idea; a critical issue raised in the essay.   

A. A specific detail used to support the analysis (specific parts of the book the author is 
referring to, outside information the author brings to bear, etc.) 

1. A phrase capturing the author’s analysis, what he / she says about the 
supporting point  

a. Your analysis of that point 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Panel Discussions:  
Listed below are some issues you can be prepared to discuss with your group.  On your notes or 
outline, if created, these could be the broad headings, the things listed all the way to the left.   
 
As you discuss these points, assess them:  state which ideas you agree with, which ideas you disagree with, which 
ideas the author left out or paid too little attention to, etc. 
 
1. What does the author do with Macbeth and other characters (i.e. For Macbeth himself, what are 

the points the author makes about Macbeth, ways the author interprets his thoughts and actions, 
etc.)? 

 
2. How does the author interpret the play’s ending? 
 
3. Which other parts of the play are most important in the author’s interpretation?  (Other 

characters?  Settings?  Aspects of the way Shakespeare wrote the play?)   
 
4. What questions do you have about the essay?  The author’s purpose? Which points would you 

like clarified? (Note:  bring your own preliminary interpretation to the table and see whether the 
rest of the group came to the same conclusion. Think things through!  Reread!). 

 
5. How do the ideas in this essay compare to ideas in our class discussions and ideas raised in essays 

discussed by other groups?  
a. Which assertions in this essay are similar to points raised in earlier discussions (during 

our reading of the play or by authors of other critical essays)? 
b. Which assertions are different?  In what way?  To what effect? 
c. Which assertions are new?  How do these new ideas relate to ideas raised earlier? 

 
Again, remember to assess these as you go! 
 
 
The Audience: 
This is the easy part, but it’s also an important part.  Though you are not in charge of the flow of 
ideas, as an audience member you should still be an active participant, critically considering the 
information being discussed, using it to further understand other critical positions, and using both to 
(re)evaluate Macbeth itself.  
 

 
The Upshot: 
“Great novels/plays” are “great” for a reason.  You may 
have loved Macbeth, you may not have, but it certainly 
provides us with a window into our history, our national 
character, and some of the issues that have vexed us for 
centuries.  This is an opportunity to think critically and 
deeply, to have ideas that beget other ideas.  Few things 
are better than that! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
This assignment is designed to allow you a forum to discuss your own ideas.  If you disagree with the 
scholarship in your assigned article, do not be afraid to voice your disagreement.  Whatever your 
thinking may be, though, please make sure you always connect your thinking back to specific 
moments in the text.    

 
 

Sample Presentation Script: 
 

1. State your name & the title of your chosen article 
2. Briefly describe what your article is discussing/arguing 
3. Read your selected key passage(s) that you will be discussing (identify pages for your group 

members)  
4. State your critical relationship(s) 

a.  I take issue with the idea that the author expresses in this passage because… 
b. This author’s point seems to be more complicated than s/he describes here because… 
c. This seems in contrast to what Harold Bloom said earlier because… 
d. When this author specifically uses language like “murder,” “violence,” and “blood” repeatedly 

throughout this passage, it seems to suggest… 
5. Final “so what” moment.  To whom does your thinking matter? Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Critical Relationships with Sources: A Quick Introduction 
 
Academic writers develop multiple and complex relationships with the voices and ideas of other 
writers. The most obvious relationship is “agreement”—that is, a writer references the ideas or 
arguments of another writer because those ideas are consistent with his or her own. But some of 
your most complex thinking may arise when you move beyond the “agreement” model and allow 
yourself to develop a range of other relationships with sources—when, for example, you take 
exception to the idea of another writer, or complicate a writer’s thinking, or apply a writer’s ideas to a 
whole new situation, or borrow from and apply the particular language of a writer. 
 
Our panel discussion is not interested in simply agreeing with the writers and thinkers we have been 
studying.  Instead, we want to generate our own, original ideas and use their work as support.  Please 
note: “support” can take many shapes. 
 
We will continue to practice this kind of thinking and discussion throughout the year.  For now, use 
at least one of these strategies when discussing your Macbeth critical article.  If you’re feeling especially 
ambitious, feel free to use more than one. 
 
To do this work, select a passage, or passages, and then: 
 
 
A. Take exception to an idea presented in this quote/passage. Explain why it doesn’t sit well with you. 
 
B. Complicate an idea or issue raised in this quote/passage. Explain why it may not be as clear-cut or 
simple as the author suggests. 
 
C. Apply one or more of the ideas in this quote/passage to an idea in another passage. Be the mediator and 
explain how the two passages compare, contrast, and how looking at one passage helps you to better 
understand the strengths/weaknesses of other. 
 
D. Engage with the language of this quote/passage. Choose at least two terms or phrases presented in this 
passage and define them in your own words. Explain why the author used that particular language and how 
it best explains the ideas of the passage. 

 
 
 
 


