
English 11 Honors 
Unit II: Macbeth  
Act I Quotes to Know 
 
Work in pairs to explain the importance of the following quotes.  Once you have addressed the quotes 
dealing with Act I’s reading, you should use the remaining time in class to silently read Act II.i-ii.  For each 
quote, you should note the speaker, who is being spoken to, the context or situation, and the significance of 
the quote—how it furthers the action, what it reveals about a character, what light it sheds on one of the 
themes of the play, etc.  This work will be collected tomorrow at the start of class. 
 
 
1.I.i.12-13 
Fair is foul, and foul is fair 
Hover through the fog and filthy air. 
 
 
 
2. I.iii.51-3 
Hail to thee, Thane of Glamis! 
Hail to thee, Thane of Cawdor! 
All hail that shalt be King hereafter! 
 
 
 
3. I.iii.134-8 

But ‘tis strange! 
And oftentimes, to win us to our harm, 
The instruments of darkness tell us truths, 
Win us with honest trifles, to betray’s  
In deepest consequence 
 
 
 
4. I.iii.157-9 
If chance will have me king, why chance may crown me, 
Without my stir. 
 
 
 
5. I.iv.8-12 

Nothing in his life 
Became him like the leaving it. He dies 
As one that had been studied in his death 
To throw away the dearest thing he owed 
As ‘twere a careless trifle 
 
 
 
 
 
6. I.iv.13-16 

There’s no art 
To find the mind’s construction in the face. 
He was a gentleman on whom I built 
An absolute trust 
 
 
 



 
7. I.iv.55-8 
The Prince of Cumberland!  That is a step 
On which I must fall down, or else o’erleap, 
For in my way it lies.  Stars, hide your fires! 
Let no the light see my black and deep desires. 
 
 
 
 
 
8. I.v.16-18 

Yet do I fear thy nature. 
It is too full o’ the milk of human kindness 
To catch the nearest way. 
 
 
 
 
 
9. I.v.45-52 

Come, you spirits 
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, 
And fill me, from the crown to the toe, top-full 
Of direst cruelty…Come to my woman’s breasts 
And take my milk for gall, you murd’ring ministers 
 
 
 
 
 
10. I.vii.1-10 
If it were done when ‘tis done, then ‘twere well 
It were done quickly….But in these cases 
We still have judgment here, that we but teach 
Bloody instructions, which, being taught, return 
To plague the inventor. 
 
 
 
 
 
11. I.vii.25-28 

I have no spur 
To prick the sides of my intent, but only 
Vaulting ambition, which o’erleaps iteslt 
And falls on the other--- 
 
 
 
 
12. I.vii.43-45 

Art thou afeard 
To be the same in thine own act and valor 
As thou art in desire? 

 


