
English 11 Honors 
Unit III: 1984 
  

Discussion Leader Assignment 
 
During our reading of George Orwell’s 1984, 
you will be assigned to a group that will be 
responsible for leading the class discussion 
for a portion of the class period 
(approximately 20-30 minutes).  Your 
responsibilities include posting your 
discussion questions online and sustaining the 
class discussion on your assigned day.  You 
do not need to do outside research for this 
task; instead, this is your chance to explore 
topics in the text that interest you (instead of 
discussing something that the teacher has 
chosen).  How neat is that?   
 
 

 

Some General Guidelines 
 

 Post your questions online.  Each group must post its questions to Turnitin.com by 11:59pm the 
evening before the assigned facilitation date.  Do not email the questions to me, personally. 
 

 Develop questions that foster in-depth thinking and discussion.  Be careful to go 
beyond basic plot questions; think about themes and writing issues as well as connections to 
other ideas & texts we’ve read in class.  Questions that can be answered with “yes” or “no” 
are not as fruitful as questions that ask how or why.  Your questions don’t need to be overly 
formal, but should be carefully worded so that class members know what issues or ideas to 
consider while answering.   
 

 To begin the discussion in class, you should begin with your own thinking about the 
reading.  Discuss some of the issues that you would like to focus on.  You might also begin 
by drawing some links to other texts we’ve read or ideas we’ve discussed.  
 

 During the discussion, all group members are required to act as facilitators of the 
discussion.  “Facilitating” does not mean that you have to know everything.  Rather, your 
role is to keep the discussion going by asking questions, examining key passages in the text, 
offering any supplemental materials (though this is not required), and asking for clarification, 
examples, or explanation from your peers. 
 

 Allow time for the class to answer.  In leading the discussion, remember that the class will 
need time to think about the questions you are asking and that you may need to ask the 
question in a few different ways to get the discussion going.  To this end, be patient when 
you ask a question, and feel free to ask follow-up questions if your group discovers an 
interesting thread that you had not originally intended on exploring.  Remember: the goal 
here is to generate and maintain a discussion; it is not to make it through all of your 
questions in the allotted time. 
 

  

 
Though not required during facilitation,  

turtle necks are strongly encouraged. 



 Have specific passages ready for discussion.  An easy and productive way to get 
discussion going is to examine key passages of the assigned reading in detail.  Have several 
“significant” passages of the assigned reading marked and ready to discuss.  “Significant” 
here means anything that struck you as important, unusual, problematic, troubling, 
unsettling, destabilizing or challenging.  Each group member should have at least two 
passages ready to discuss.  
 

 As the discussion draws to a close, you might highlight connections and disagreements 
that arose during the discussion, summarize what was accomplished in the discussion, and 
push your classmates’ thinking by raising some questions for them to think about beyond 
the day’s conversation. 
 

 

Some More Helpful Info 
 

Sample Questions 
 In Act II, Donelbain and Malcom flee to Ireland and England to find help as they slowly 

work to avenge the death of their father, King Duncan.  Because all authors make choices, it 
seems that this choice was a deliberate one by Shakespeare to appease his early 17th-century 
English audience.  How might audiences today have reacted to this moment in the play?  Are 
there any other moments in the play that you think British audiences would have 
appreciated?  Why or why not? 
 

 At the end of the play, Macbeth does not “yield” to Macduff, but in a sense, he does.  Yield 
means to give up to a superior authority, but it seems that Macbeth does just that as Macduff 
cuts his head off.  If we are to understand the ending of the play as a kind of surrender, how 
does this challenge our understanding of the kind of person Macbeth is throughout the play?  
What do you think?    
 

 Bad Example: Macbeth was killed.  Have you ever been killed? 
 
 

Grading 
Grades will be awarded individually, and not for your group as a whole.  While discussing, you will 
want to be sure that each group member gets an equal amount of time to raise questions and 
facilitate.  Superior grades will be earned by the student who: 

 Comes to class prepared, ready to discuss the reading with the class 

 Has at least two clearly marked passages, ready to discuss 

 Has posted discussion questions to turnitin.com by 11:59pm the night before 

 Facilitates class discussion by deeply exploring key moments in the novel and asking follow 
up questions that heighten this exploration 

 
Extra Credit  (+5pts) 
Outside research is not required.  But if you happen to find literary criticism that you think could 
enhance our understanding of the day’s reading section, bring in the article and briefly (no more than 
3 minutes) summarize the author’s argument for the class.  Then, ask the class to apply the author’s 
thinking about the story to that day’s section. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2014 Discussion Leader Calendar 
     

Date Reading Section Group Members 

11/12 Read I.iii.iv Ms. Mullins  

11/13 Read I.v,vi, Julian 
Brendan 
Nick 
Mariah 

11/17 Read I. vii,viii Cobian 
Jake K. 
Kit 
Shawn 

11/19 Read II.i-iii Mary 
Ryan 
Sarah 
Aili 

11/20 Read II.iv-vi Melitta 
Leah 
Trevor 
Ari 

11/21 Read II.vii-x (skim Goldstein’s book, ix) 
(Warning: LONG READING) 

Mia 
Shane 
Alison 
Jacob P. 

12/1 III.i,ii Sakina 
Gabe 
Gwen 
Sophia 

12/2 III.iii-vi (Finish) Abbie 
Jane 
Jacob M. 
Bennett 

 


