
English 10 
The Crucible 
Prior Knowledge Facts 
 
Puritanism 
 
1. What was the difference between the Puritans and other Protestant groups in England?  To what did the 

Puritans object, and whom were they rebelling against? Why did the Puritans come to America 
Puritans thought the Church of England was corrupt.  They disagreed with the C of E idea that people 
could somehow accept/reject salvation (that they played a strong role in getting to heaven—see below); 
they wanted the state out of religious affairs (as it was in England); came to Am. Cuz were being 
persecuted for their beliefs 
2. Explain the role of the church in governing Puritan New England. What was ―congregational‖ government?  

Government had no control over the church.  Instead, the church “congregation” was the government 
for a region.  Male church members elected officials to manage town business. 
 

3. What was the Puritan view of mankind?  How did Puritans believe you get into heaven?   People were seen as 
sinful by nature.  They believed in predestination—it is not our choice whether or not we will be 
chosen for heaven; it is God’s choice alone.  Til then, we’re duty bound to God’s will. 

 
4. What was required of someone who was a member of a Puritan church? 
Had to testify, in a “conversion narrative,” about how you’d personally experienced God; showed you were 
one of the “elect.”  “Peer pressure” to attend church services… 
 
5. Why is the significance/meaning of the name ―Puritan‖? The name comes from their desire to “purify” the 

Church of England.  Some thought they should break away from the C of E entirely; others sought to 
reform it. 
 

6. How did Puritans deal people of other faiths, like Quakers or Native Americans?  They tried to convert them; 
sought to expel them; if they didn’t go, they  (Quakers) were hanged… 

 
7. Define covenant and explain how the concept of a covenant held society together.  The covenant was the 

contract between God and his chosen people (=Puritans); it was a mission to do God’s work.  This 
concept gave Puritans a common set of values that bound the community together; each member of 
society was bound to this “mission.”  People were therefore covenanted to others in the congregation. 

 
8. What were commonly held virtues in Puritan society?  Why were these things important?  Self-reliance, 

frugality, hard work, education (studying the bible);  important because they believed people to be 
intrinsically sinful, and to achieve goodness they had to work hard and constantly examine their own 
actions.   

9. What was the woman’s role in Puritan life?  The man’s? 
Men had all the church/government power; traditional roles--women would do domestic work, raise kids, 
churn butter, while men would work on farm; women would assist men 
 
10. Significance of the name ―Puritan.‖ 

Purity.  
 
11. What sorts of things were forbidden in Puritan society?  How were they dealt with?  blasphemy, fornication, 

drunkenness, playing games of chance, and participation in theatrical performances (fun…);  dealt 
with through social control, not severe discipline… 

 



12.   What was Puritan community life like?  What did Puritans do for entertainment and enjoyment?  How did they 
spend their free time?  All about work, trying to make it in new land.  Fun, beyond work, was prayer, or 
helping someone in work (barn raising…).   No idle fun allowed… 

_______________________________________________________________________________not on q’s 
13. How were children viewed in Puritan society? 
To be trained…subservient to all…filled up w/ doctrine Essentially, children were to be seen but not 
heard, were to be obedient and respectful 
 
14. How did the Puritans make a living? 
 Communal living; a farm community; bartering, people like Reverend Parris would receive offerings from 
church members 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
McCarthyism 
1. Who was Senator Joe McCarthy?  How did he rise to achieve his power?  Roughly how long did the era of 

McCarthyism last?  (From when to when?)  Repub. Sen. from Wisc.; average til seized communist issue; 
McCarthyism lasted from 1950-54 

 
2. What was the political backdrop for McCarthy’s accusations?  Why were his charges taken so seriously?  Cold 

war; people were afraid of communists/communism taking over world 
 
3. Describe how he used the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) to search for suspected 

communists.  What sorts of power did the HUAC have?  Who helped carry out the investigations?  Help from 
FBI, so used their legal powers; relied on informants, esp. those who had already been accused… 
Why was the HUAC committee so difficult to stop?  Supreme court refused to stop it, so no legal 
challenges; general fear of questioning proceedings, cuz didn’t want to be accused… 

4. What sorts of people or groups were often the focus of HUAC investigations and charges? Typical lefties—
labor, college profs, democrats, liberals… 

 
5. What was the Hollywood blacklist?  How many people were affected? How?  Who? People who were 

implicated in any way by hearing stopped getting work; thousands affected, mostly by loss of income, 
though some imprisoned; The “Hollywood Ten,” who went to prison, included Dalton Trumbo 
(Johnny…) 

____________________________________________________________________________not on qs 
6. How did McCarthy respond to those that questioned his tactics or his evidence? He would accuse them of 

being communist sympathizers… 
 
7. Describe what sorts of punishment people suffered as a result of being accused, refusing to cooperate with the 

committee, or being found a communist.  Primarily, loss of employment; some were imprisoned; some left 
country… 

 
8. What were the senate hearings like?  Describe how evidence was supplied and presented against those charged, 

and how they were treated during a trial.  Evid. from FBI/state &local police/informants=often thin; 
presented as vague accusations; people bullied about past affiliations, bullied to name names 

 
9. Describe the defenses typically invoked by those accused, and the success of/problems with those defenses.  

People invoked 1st amendment (free speech) which Supreme Court would not hold up; then 5th (self 
incrimination) amend., which worked better but left lingering suspicions 

 
10. How did the hearings become self—perpetuating?  How did the committee use its power to make further 

accusations?  What dilemma did this create for those in front of the committee?  People forced to name 
names; pressured people to compromise others to save self… 

 
 



Arthur Miller 
 
1. Where did Arthur Miller grow up?  Where did he go to college?  What was his focus of study? 
 
New York, University of Michigan, Journalism 
 
2. What type of writing is most of Miller’s works?  Name two other well-known works of his and briefly 

explain what they are about. 
Drama, Death of a Salesman, Broken Glass, etc. (refer to first page of play) 
 
3. What famous actress was Arthur Miller married to? 
Marilyn Monroe 

Is Miller living or dead? 
Died in 2005 of a heart condition, pneumonia, and cancer. 
 
4. When and why was Miller called before the House Committee on Un-American activities?  How did he 

respond?  What happened to him as a result? Provide an overview of his experience. 
Called to testify to convict others of Communism; refused to name-call; held in contempt of court 
 
5. Why was Miller’s basis for writing The Crucible?  How is he like John Proctor, the main character? 
He used his own experiences before the HUAC; he is like Proctor b/c he refused to bring others down and 
struggled against the indignity of the powers-that-be 
__________________________________________________________________________________not on qs 
6. Looking over the topics of Miller’s works, what can be concluded about the themes of much of his 

writing? 
Generally about the individual’s struggle among those who were persecuted, individual pride and morality, tragedy 
in a cruel society 
 
7. What kind of recognition (prizes/awards) has he received for his writing? 
Drama Critics Circle award, Pulitzer Prize, there is a playhouse in Ann Arbor dedicated to him 
 
8. One of the genres of The Crucible is tragedy.  Another is allegory.  Write down the definition of 

allegory and explain why the book is one. (What is the allegory of?) What is the other genre of The 
Crucible? 

Allegory – a story or visual image with a second distinct meaning partially hidden behind its literal or visible 
meaning.  Allegory involves a continuous parallel between two (or more) levels of meaning in a story so that its 
persons and events correspond to their equivalents in a system of ideas external to the tale; McCarthyism 
Drama 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Salem Witch Trials 
1. When did the witch trials take place?  How long did they go on? 
1692; about one year 
 
2. Why were the people in Salem accused of witchcraft?  
 
Jealousy, greed, hatred, superstition; helped to explain the unknown; ―Developed from a paradox…theocracy to 
keep community together, and to prevent from any kind of disunity that might open it to destruction…Long-held 
hatreds of neighbors could now be openly expressed and vengeance taken, despite the Bible’s charitable 
injunctions‖ (7). 
 
3. Where else did accusations of witchcraft occur? 
Boston, Andover, Charlestown, etc. 
 
4. Who were those accused of practicing witchcraft?  (What types of citizens?)  Who were the accusers? 

Why?  Mostly women to begin with b/c they were ―easier‖ victims; traditionally held views that witches are 
women; eventually men; accusers were people who owned a lot of farmland, like the Putnams, and had a lot to 
gain from others’ demise; Reverend Parris joined in the accusations in order to gain more in his role in the 
community 

 
5. List at least three ways those accused of witchcraft were degraded once they were accused and were 

awaiting trial. 
Put in crowded unsanitary prisons 
Taken away publicly, faced with mocking 
 
6. What were the trials like? Describe the defenses typically invoked by the accused, and the success 

of/problems with those defenses. 
Public, open, intimidating; if people confessed they were often set free, but had to live with the lie of confessing and 
face the scorn of the community; they would be known as a sinner, in a society based on purity.  People could point 
fingers at others in order to get off the hook; if they told the truth and said they were not practicing, they would be 
considered liars and hung. 
The courts were so enmeshed in the accusations and hangings that not even a valid testimony or deposition held 
any weight 
 
7. How was a person able to clear themselves of the accusations?  What was the problem with this? 
Catch-22; if people confessed they were often set free, but had to live with the lie of confessing and face the scorn 
of the community; they would be known as a sinner, in a society based on purity.  People could point fingers at 
others in order to get off the hook; if they told the truth and said they were not practicing, they would be 
considered liars and hung. 
A woman who became pregnant (like Goody Proctor) could delay going on trial 
 
8. Why were the accusers so difficult to stop? 
The courts were so enmeshed in the accusations and hangings that not even a valid testimony or deposition held 
any weight 
 
The belief in the power of the accused to use their invisible shapes or spectres to torture their victims had sealed the 
fates of those tried by the Court of Oyer and Terminer.  
 
9. What punishments were given to those convicted of witchcraft? 
Hanging (see below)* 
 
10. Were there any actual practicing witches involved in the Salem Witch Trials? 
Not really; some people had experimented with alternative forms of ―spirituality,‖ but the victims were innocent 



 
11. Approximately how many people were accused of practicing witchcraft? 
By the time the hysteria had spent itself, 24 people had died. Nineteen convicted witches were executed, at least 
four accused witches had died in prison, and one man, *Giles Corey, had been pressed to death. About one to two 
hundred other persons were arrested and imprisoned on witchcraft charges. Two dogs were executed as suspected 
accomplices of witches.  
 
12. How did the hysteria finally end? 
Rich people accused—reverends’ kids and those in power. 


