
English 11 Honors 
1984 Exam Review 
 
This sheet is designed to organize much of the information already discussed (ad 
nauseum) in class. It is important to also consider many of the questions posed by our 
discussion leaders as an additional resource when assessing your understanding of the 
novel.  While reviewing, consider the following:    
 

Major Characters + Institutions 
list and examine characteristics, affiliations, motivations of each 
 

 Ex. Parsons: larger grotesque-like man, husband to Mrs. Parsons and father to evil children.  Loves 
BB and is described as a perfect party member. Eventually turned in by his own daughter for talking 
in sleep.    

 
 
Plot (broken down by Book) 
Examine thematic similarities and differences between these sections 
 
Book I 
 
 
 
Book II 
 
 
 
Book III 

 
 
Major Symbols: 
Examine the use of these symbols and look at when they appear, how they’re used, and what they might 
represent.  
 

 Ex. Big Brother: appears throughout the story as a face on the party posters. It demonstrates how 
the gov’t is “protecting” its citizens, yet no one knows if he, as a real person, really exists.  He is also a 
symbol for how the Inner Party members see themselves.  No one really knows of the details of their 
lifestyle, who specifically rules Oceania, or why they act as they do.  

 

Consider: 

 “The place where there is no darkness” 

 Telescreens 

  Coral Paperweight  

  Picture of St. Clements Church 

 Winston’s physical condition throughout the novel 

 
Additional questions to consider: 

 Why is Newspeak important?  What does it do? How does it work? What does it accomplish? 

 What is really meant by the saying “Who controls the past controls the future. Who controls the 
present controls the past?” 

 How is Winston’s awakening out of a state of alienation reflected in the novel?  What is Orwell telling 
the reader about the effects of totalitarian rule? 

 How does The Party portray people of other countries?  Why is this portrayal necessary and what can 
be said about its connections to today?   

 How are Orwell’s views on language made clear in “Politics and the English Language?”  How are 
they complicated and/or contested in George Lakoff’s chapter from What Orwell Didn’t Know?  
Where does Jeffrey Nunberg’s work fit into the conversation on language?   

 How does “We are the Dead” connect to 1984? What did Bowie seem to understand?  


