
English 11 Honors 
Unit IV: Into the Wild 

Personal Narrative: What’s Your Story?  

 
It can be argued that often the people who don’t fit in are those whose 
voices are pushed to the sidelines of society, yet they are the ones who 
thus more truly shape and inform how we understand what it means to be 
“American.”   
 
It seems safe to say that Chris McCandless falls into this category, too.  
Jon Krakauer intersperses bits of his own personal narrative into Chris’ 
story as a way of demonstrating the many ways in which the author’s life mirrors the subject’s life.  The work we have 
done throughout this unit has (hopefully) demonstrated similar connections between McCandless, Krakauer, and 
ourselves. 
 
Our writing assignment for this unit will ask us to compose a personal narrative, much like Chris’ journal entries or 
Krakauer’s writing about his own life in Into the Wild.  For this assignment, you’ll want to consider one of the following 
prompts:   
 

1. Who has had the greatest impact on your life?  Explain in rich detail how this person has 
worked to alter your life in some way. 
 

2. Ruminate on how your environment has shaped who you are.  Here, environment is loosely 
defined.  Feel free to consider your physical, emotional, spiritual, economic, and/or artistic 
surroundings. 
 

Focus Areas 
Beyond writing a story about yourself, you’ll also be focusing on using active voice throughout your writing as well as 
utilizing the essential process of revision.  To demonstrate this revision, you’ll be turning in drafts with tracked changes.  
If you’re unfamiliar with how to do this, don’t sweat it; we’ll cover it in class. 

 
 

Schedule 
Draft 1: Fri. 1/9 
500 words (three body paragraphs) that do the following: 

1. Address the prompt you are answering. 
2. Briefly describe the person or environment.  You’re not especially concerned with how or why he/she/it has 

been so influential; all you’re doing is telling the story and “showing” the reader what it looks like. 
 
Draft 2:  Tues. 1/13 
Approx. 500 more words that do the following: 

1. List the prompt you are answering 
2. Demonstrate TRACKED CHANGES from first draft (don’t worry; we’ll go over this again in class). 
3. Directly answer the question, providing a detailed explanation of how and why your previous account 

answers the question. 
4. Highlight (literally, you have to highlight) a minimum of ten examples of active voice. 

 
 

On Tuesday, January 16, all three drafts (#1, #2, and the final) must be turned in together in order to earn full credit.  
Don’t forget to staple your rubric to the top. The final draft will also be submitted to turnitin.com. 

 


