
English 11H 
Into the Wild 
 
Name: _________________________________ D/H: ______________________ 
 

Who are you? 
 
It seems that part of John Krakauer’s methodology while crafting the narrative of Into the Wild is to portray Chris 
McCandless as a man who is influenced, to a good degree, by the events of his past.  He meets many people, reads 
many books, and takes all of these experiences with him on his journey.  Is this journey one towards self-discovery, 
authenticity, adventure, is it out of boredom, disdain for his fellow man?  We will decide when we finish the book. 
 
Nevertheless, for now we will reflect on ourselves.  Your task is to create a timeline of your life and include at least 
5 different factors that play an important role on your views/opinions today.  Start with your name at the beginning 
and then brainstorm who or what have been the greatest influences in/on your life. Think outside of just your 
genealogy and personality; consider your norms, your values, your goals. Where do these come from?  
 
Instructions:  
-Each influence (person, idea, experience, whatever else) on your life should have its own box or bubble. Within 
that space, you need to do the following: 

-Name the influence (person, place, idea, etc) 
-Explain how that person or idea is significant to you and your sense of self OR what you learned from that 
influence  
-At least two separate examples that show this influence  

 
Must include at least 5 different influences on you. This is worth 15 points. 
 
This is due at the beginning of the period Tuesday.  Use this time to also consider the importance of those around 
you. 
 
Example: 
   
 
 
 
Ms. Mullins 
 
1987             2014  
      
                       

June 2003 
Ms. Mullins falls in love with 

English even more despite the 
fact evil “Ms. K” (who also 

turned out to simply be going 

through a horrible divorce) 
gave Ms. M her first and only 

B+ in high school (devil she-

woman). Even though Ms. M 
was 15 and found it extremely 

unfair that she of all people 

should be given a B+ in 
English, upon reflection, she 

realized that Honors English 

10 was the most important 
course she had taken. It was 

where she learned to read and 

write—truly. “Ms. K” was the 
first one to inspire Ms. M to 

be a teacher. 

April 2001 

In Ms. Mullins’ 8th grade 

class, “Mrs. H” brilliantly 
spoke about the importance 

of literature and one’s 

ownership of the novels 
he/she read. “Mrs. H” 

allowed students to express 

their own opinions regarding 
texts, acknowledging the 

somewhat subjective nature 

of literature. Ms. Mullins 

was hooked.   

November 2007 

While in ENG 351 at Michigan 

State University, Ms. M sits in a 
big circle with 30 other English 

majors to discuss modern 

literature. After discussing books 
they enjoy, Ms. M realizes that 

literature is a universal language 

and the common experiences 
people share are also deeply 

connected to the common stories 

they have read and identify with.  
Unnamed peer shares his 

admiration for Alexander 

Supertramp in the cool college 
circle time, citing the 

“awesomeness” of changing your 

name to something like 
Alexander Supertramp.  6 years 

later, Ms. Mullins gets the 

opportunity to teach Into the 
Wild for the first time. 

Supertramp-licious. 


