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The Crucible Discussion 
 

 On Tuesday, Jan. 6th you will be participating in a student-led circle discussion for participation 
points. I will not only be grading your involvement and ability to add to the conversation, but also your 
maturity in talking and listening to one another. This is NOT a debate. Please read through the below 
questions and have answers ready for Tuesday. You can write them down or just have some thoughts. 
The discussion will allow you to use both real-life examples for your answers and to also pull from the 
text. Each class will have one student who is in charge of moving the discussion along. We will use the 
numbers to guide the discussion as we are allowed to jump around. Not all questions will be able to be 
discussed, and some relate and can be combined.  
 
Questions: 

1. Can you defend any of the characters and their actions? Why? 

2. When your friends do bad things do you forgive their behavior? Can you? 

3. Is a person truly evil? Can they be? At certain times? 

4. What do people have to fear? What do the Puritans in the novel have to fear?  

5. Why do people hurt one another? 

6. How does the culture of fear create the hysteria that begins to occur? Can you think of any real-

life examples of fear leading to frenzy/hysteria? 

7. How do people in real-life and in the play abuse their power? 

8. Why do people lie? What do they have to gain? 

9. Why is doing the right thing always so hard? 

10. Do any people you know have hidden agendas? What are the hidden agendas of people in The 

Crucible? 

11. What motivates people to make the choices they do and to behave the way they do? 

12. Which characters do you sympathize with? Are there any characters who are seemingly not 

“good,” but you can still see where they are coming from? 

13. How are the trials so personal? 

14. Why is jealousy such an ugly emotion? 

15. Why should we tell the truth? When is secrecy okay? When should we tell the truth? 

16. Why is faith so important? Why do people need it? 

17. What is “The Crucible” telling audiences now? 

18. How has fear about terrorism created more modern-day “witches”? 

19. What is it about human nature that makes such hysteria possible? 

20. How and why does John Proctor embody the American tragic hero? 

21. What does it take to do the right thing? Why is doing the right thing so often the hardest? 

22. What is the true meaning of integrity? 



 
 


