
English 11 Honors 
Unit III: Adventures in Globalization 
Effectively Constructing and Using Outlines 
 
To be successful, long essays like the Barber piece must be intricately, 
solidly, artfully organized.  Such organization is achieved by constructing 
an outline to keep track of how the author’s claim (thesis) is developing.  
The best way to think of an outline is to consider the value of a treasure 
map.  Your writing journey can be full of endless bounty, but without a 
carefully plotted sequence of steps to get you to that elusive treasure chest 
(of knowledge), your time will be wasted and the treasure will be lost 
forever!     
 
As we interpret a variety of nonfiction readings throughout our unit, your 
job will be to transcribe them to outline form.  This is beneficial for two 
key reasons: 1. Outlines demonstrate a logic, a sequence of thoughts that 
all work together to support an idea.  Great writers always consider this when crafting an argumentative 
essay; 2. You will write your own outline (and essay!) and carefully consider all of the information we 
have covered in class.  Outlining all of your potential sources makes the process of scouring through 
several texts for the perfect quote or passage a breeze!   
 
As a refresher, your nonfiction outlines should probably look a little something like this: 
 
Title: My Outline Rulzz! 
 
Central Claim: XYZ 
 
I. Section One: The purpose of the first section  

A. The first idea to be developed in this section; this should be made explicit for the reader early in 
the paragraph (as, perhaps, the topic sentence) 

1. The first point to be made, first source to be used, etc. 
a. Analysis – what you intend to prove with that info 

2. The second point to be made, second source to be used, etc. 
a. Analysis – what you intend to prove with that info 

3. The third point to be made, third source to be used, etc. 
a. Analysis – what you intend to prove with that info 
b. (If needed) further analysis – an additional point you intend to prove, perhaps one 

that looks back and combines earlier info 
c. If this is the paragraph’s or section’s end, explain how A 1, 2, & 3 relate to / 

complicate / evolve the idea in I A. 
B. Second idea to be developed in section one… 

 
II. Section Two: The purpose of the second section… 

A. And so on and so forth… 
 
 

Final thoughts: 
 The above is a general guide.  Adapt it as needed.  For instance, sometimes the point the author 

wishes to prove (the “analysis”) comes first, followed by the evidence that proves it. 
 Remember, as a general rule of thumb: thinking occurs at points of transition.  Transitions should 

appear every time you are moving to another level within your outline.  Metaphorically, they are signs 
you’ve placed so the reader knows where she has been, why she has been there, where she is going, 
etc. 


