
English 11 Honors 

Unit IV: Into the Wild  

Discussion Questions, Chs. 5-7 

1. Consider the following passage from Chapter 5: “Bullhead City doesn’t 

seem like the kind of place that would appeal to an adherent of Thoreau 

and Tolstoy, an ideologue who expressed nothing but contempt for the 

bourgeois trappings of mainstream America.  McCandless, nevertheless, 

took a strong liking to Bullhead” (39). What does the author mean by this?  

Describe Chris’ time in Bullhead, where he works, and how this experience 

confirms or challenges what we already know of him at this stage in the 

story. 

2. Who is Charlie?  Describe his lifestyle and how Chris feels about him. 

3. Why does Chris leave Bullhead for the Slabs?  How does Jan Burres describe his return (43)? 

4. On the top of 44, Krakauer writes, “McCandless had been infatuated with [Jack] London since 

childhood. London’s fervent condemnation of capitalist society, his glorification of the primordial 

world, his championing of the great unwashed—all of it mirrored McCandless’s passions.  

Mesmerized by London’s turgid portrayal of life in Alaska and the Yukon, McCandless read and 

reread Call of the Wild, White Fang, “To Build a Fire,” “An Odyssey of the North,” “The Wit of 

Porportuk.” He was so enthralled by these tales, however, that he seemed to forget they were works 

of fiction, constructions of the imagination that had more to do with London’s romantic sensibilities 

than with the actualities of life in the subarctic wilderness.” Compare this assessment of Chris’ 

sensibilities to Jim Gallien’s description of Chris in chapter 1.  How are they similar?  Finally, are 

there other places in America (or elsewhere in the world) that we “construct” in the same way? 

5. By the end of chapter 5, the reader learns a little about Jan and Bob’s background while they (Jan and 

Bob) learn a small amount about Chris’.  How does this chapter end, and what kind of effect do you 

feel Krakauer is trying to achieve by giving us this information at this stage in the story? 

6. What is the purpose of the epigraph at the start of chapter 6? 

7. Briefly describe Ron Franz.  What is his background? What is his lifestyle like? 

8. Quickly summarize the letter that Alex sends Ron on pgs. 56-58 and identify what you believe to be 

the most important line. 

9. Like chapter 5, chapter 6 ends with an emotionally unsettling moment.  What is it, and what sort of 

effect do you feel Krakauer is trying to achieve by giving us this information at this stage in the story? 

10. How does Anthony Storr’s epigraph at the start of chapter 7 relate to Chris’ relationship with Gail 

Borah? 

11. On 65-66, Krakauer provides a synopsis of Chris’ romantic history, and then uses the lives and works 

of famous writers as a lens through which to understand Chris’ choices.  Who does he cite, and why 

do you think Krakauer chooses to make these comparisons? 

12. Summarize Mrs. Westerberg’s interaction with Chris.  What is the most interesting comment she 

makes about her brief time with him? 

13. At the end of chapter 7, Krakauer provides three postcards sent to Wayne and Jan & Bob.  At this 

stage in the story, how might the reader’s perception of Chris be challenged or reinforced by these 

messages? 


