
                          TIPS FOR TAKING THE ACT WRITING TEST 
 

 
Following are some facts and tips to help you get familiar with the test. 
 
The test is a 30-minute essay test that measures your writing skills, specifically the writing skills  
emphasized in high school English classes and in entry-level college composition classes. 
 
You will be given one prompt that defines an issue and describes two points of view on that issue. 
  
You will be asked to respond to a question about your position on that issue. You can use one of the 
two positions provided or use your own point of view. Your essay will be scored on your ability to: 
- express judgments by taking a position 
- maintain a focus throughout the essay 
- develop a position 
- organize ideas logically 
- use language clearly and effectively, using the rules of standard written English 
 
Your score will not be affected by the point of view you take on the issue. 
 
Tips for the Writing Test: 
 
- Pace yourself – You have 30 minutes to read and think about the issue in the prompt and to plan  
and write the essay. It's unlikely that you'll have time to draft, revise and recopy your essay, so it's  
helpful to plan before you write. Leave time to do a final check before time is up. 
 
- Pre-write – Before writing, reread the prompt to make sure you understand it. Decide how you  
want to answer the question in the prompt. Jot down your ideas. These could be a list of ideas,  
reasons and examples that you will use to explain your point of view on the issue. Write what  
others might have to say in opposition to your view and think how you would refute their 
arguments. Think about how to best organize the ideas in your essay. 
 
- Write – Explain your point of view in a clear and logical way. If possible, discuss the issue in a  
broader context or evaluate the complications of the issue. Address what others might say to refute  
your point of view and present a counter-argument. Use specific examples. Vary the structure of  
your sentences, and use varied and precise word choices. Make logical relationships clear by 
using transitional words and phrases. Don't wander off the topic. End with a strong conclusion that  
summarizes or reinforces your position. 
 
- Review your essay – Take a few minutes to read through your essay. Correct any mistakes in  
grammar, usage, punctuation and spelling. If you find any words that are hard to read, recopy them  
so readers can read them easily. People who score the essay take into account that you only had  
30 minutes to write. Try to make your essay as polished as you can during that time. 
 
For more information on the Writing Test, including sample essays, visit 
www.actstudent.org/writing/index.html. 


