
English 11H 
Unit III: Cat’s Cradle  
Chapters 1-14 Discussion Questions 
 

1. What is the significance of Felix saying, “What is sin?” after the test bomb goes off? 
2. Why is Felix the perfect candidate to develop the atomic bomb? 
3. Why is Jonah interested in the atomic bomb day, and why does he want to write the book 

“The Day the World Ended?” 
4. How could the first line be satirical about valued American literature? 
5. Is Bokonon making fun of organized religion? 
6. How does John reflect Kurt (characteristics/personality)? 
7. What is the significance of Felix Hoenikker wanting to play Cat’s Cradle and games with 

Newt the day the bomb dropped? Why did he only play with him on this day? 
8. How does the satire Vonnegut uses surrounding Felix relate to the “the American” 

Vonnegut describes in A Man Without a Country? 
9. What do you think Bokonon means when he says, “All of the true things I am about to tell 

you are shameless lies”? 
10. What is significant about focusing on the human aspect of the day the bomb dropped? 
11. With what we know so far, how did Bokononism speak to him? i.e. Why might he have 

converted? 
12. Why do we think the events of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were so influential on 

Vonnegut/Americans? On Jonah? 
13. What is Vonnegut trying to imply about humanity by inventing the Bokonon religion? 
14. How does Jonah determine who is part of his Karass? How do we determine who is 

important in our lives? 
15. What does the Cat’s Cradle game represent? 
16. How do the letters unknowingly execute God’s will? 
17. How do the roles each Hoenikker child plays in their family represent their characteristics? 
18. In Bokonon, why don’t you know your purpose? 
19. What was the reasoning behind the taking of the turtles? What does this show about Dr. 

Hoenikker? 
20. In your opinion was Dr. Hoenikker a good person or not? 
21. How does the absurdity of life play a role in this novel? 
22. What did the scientist mean by “Science has now known sin”? 
23. How does the book enforce the idea that humanity is all connected? 

 


