
English 11H 
Unit II: Cat’s Cradle  
Chapters 1-28 Questions 
 

Bokononism 
1. Define the following terms in Bokononism: 

a. Karass 
 

b. Kan-kan 
 

c. Sinookas 
 

d. Wampeter 
 
2. What are three things the reader learns about Bokononism in this reading?  
 
 
 

The Hoenikkers 
3. Provide important information we learn about each member of the family (see especially chs. 4-8): 

 
a. Dr. Felix H. 

 
b. Newt 

 
c. Angela 

 
d. Frank 

 
e. Their mother, Emily 
 

 
 

Dr. Breed and the Research Lab 
4. Provide relevant background information about him. 
 
 
5. What are his attitudes toward science?  List three important statements, or, include examples that reveal his beliefs. 

 
 

 
6. How do Miss Pefko and the girls in the girl pool contrast the scientists at the research lab?  What point do you think 

Vonnegut is trying to make?  Cite examples for evidence. 
 
 
 
7. Explain how Dr. Breed’s/Miss Pefko’s notion of “magic” is important. 

 
 
 
 
8. Explain Dr. Hoenikker’s take on Miss Faust’s statement “God is love.”  What does it say about each person?  How 

might this relate to Bokononism? 
 
 
 
9. Why do you think Vonnegut includes the “insane” elevator operator?  What point do you think he’s trying to make 

about the nature of “re-search” and about science? 



**According to the book bearing his name, Jonah the son of Amittai received a command to 
preach to Nineveh; but he fled in the opposite direction to escape from the task of proclaiming 
Yahweh's message to the great heathen city; was arrested by a storm, and at his own request was 
hurled into the sea, where he was swallowed by a great fish, remaining alive in the belly of the 
fish for three days. When on his release from the body of the fish the command to go to 
Nineveh was renewed, Jonah obeyed and announced the overthrow of the wicked city. When 
the men of Nineveh repented at the preaching of the prophet, God repented of the evil He had 
threatened to bring upon them. Jonah was grieved that the oppressing city should be spared, and 
waited in the vicinity to see what would be the final outcome. An intense patriot, Jonah wished 
for the destruction of the people that threatened to swallow up Israel. He thought that Yahweh 
was too merciful to the heathen oppressors. By the lesson of the gourd he was taught the value 
of the heathen in the sight of Yahweh. 


