
“Et tu, Brute?” These were the dying words of Rome’s once great leader, Julius Caesar. In 

the play The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, written by William Shakespeare, Caesar is betrayed by several 

senators and stabbed 23 times. Throughout the play, readers are aware of Caesar’s flaws that 

ultimately lead to Caesar’s demise by his close friends. Not only was Julius Caesar confident, he was 

also very caring. This is why the title of this play should stay The Tragedy of Julius Caesar and not 

change to the Tragedy of Marcus Brutus. 

        Firstly, Julius Caesar’s confidence is a reason why he had a tragic death. For example, when 

Caesar says “such men as he be never at heart’s ease whiles they behold a greater than themselves 

and therefore are very dangerous. I rather tell thee what is to be fear’d than what I fear, for always I 

am Caesar.”(1.2.786). When he says this it demonstrates that he is strong and trusting in his ability to 

be a good leader. Another example from the text is when Julius said “Danger knows full well that 

Caesar is more dangerous than he.”(2.2.812). This allows readers to understand that he is a danger to 

anyone who tries to corrupt the people of Rome. 

        While Caesar is confident, he is also caring. After his tragic death Antony, Julius Caesar’s right-

hand man, reads his will to the commoners of Rome. In the will, it is stated that caesar had “left 75 

drachmas to each roman, access to his gardens, summer houses, and the place on this of the top of 

the river Tiber”(3.3.841). This demonstrates that Caesar is loving towards the people who aren’t as 

powerful as he. By this point in the play, readers start to understand how much good Caesar actually 

meant, but instead he was killed for no apparent reason. 

Some readers may think that the story should be renamed The Tragedy of Marcus Brutus 

because they are lead to believe Brutus died a more tragic death. One of the ways the play tricks 

readers into thinking this is when Brutus speaks on behalf of Caesar at his funeral. Here Brutus says 

“but as he was ambitious, I slew him” (3, 2,15-20). This is the point in the play where readers are 

aware of how skewed Brutus’ views are. In no way is being Ambitious bad, especially in a developing 
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city like Rome. Caesar was right to have a strong ambition to succeed as a leader, bringing rome with 

him. The play’s title should stay The Tragedy of Julius Caesar because Brutus’ death wasn’t tragic, it 

was his own fault. By being so easily manipulated and persuaded, it shows its not anyones fault but 

his own. 

The play should remain The Tragedy of Julius Caesar and not The Tragedy of Marcus Brutus 

because Julius Caesar is confident in himself as a good leader to Rome. He is also very caring for the 

people of Rome and wants the best for them. Lastly, Brutus’ death isn’t as tragic as lead to believe 

because he brought it upon himself because of his ability to be manipulated so easily by cassius and 

others who used him.  
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