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 Born in Indianapolis, IN on Nov. 11 1922. 

 Father was a successful architect. 

 Expressed his writing talents in high 
school as the editor of the school newspaper. 

 Attended Cornell University and studied biochemistry, but he 
got bad grades an narrowly escaped being expelled because of 
his grades. 

 In 1942 he joined the army. 

 The depression caused his father to lose his job and his family 
had to move into a smaller house. 

 His mother became depressed because of their economic 
situation. 

 In 1944, Kurt got leave to come home for Mother’s Day, but 
the day before he arrived home, his mother overdosed on 
sleeping pills and died in her sleep. 

 Several months later, he was captured by the German Army 
in the Battle of the Bulge and was forced to produce vitamin 
enriched malt for pregnant women. 

 He lived through the firebombing of Dresden in February 
1945. 

 He was liberated a couple months later and returned to the 
US, where he was awarded the Purple Heart. 



 He married his wife, Jane Marie Cox that same year, started 
attending the University of Chicago, and worked as a police 
reporter for the Chicago City News Bureau. 

 He finished his M.A. thesis, but it was rejected.   

 Kurt begins writing short stories and novels in the 1950s. 

 In 1954 Kurt opens up the second Saab dealership in the U.S. 

 In 1957 Kurt’s father died of lung cancer, and the following 
year his sister died of cancer within 24 hours of her husband 
dying in a train crash. 

 In the 1960s Kurt’s novels become popular and he is 
considered a successful writer. 

 In 1971, Kurt finally gets his M.A. degree when, in lieu of a 
thesis, the anthropology department accepted Cat’s Cradle. 

 He attempted suicide in 1984, blaming his mother’s suicide as 
the reason.  

 In 2000 he began teaching English at Smith College. 

 He died on April 11, 2007 
 
Vonnegut’s Writing: 

 Family is an important concept in his writing, especially the 
idea of each of us seeing ourselves as a part of a larger 
human family. 

 Vonnegut often writes parts of himself into various 
characters. 

 Writers, usually suggesting some form of self-parody 
reappear in many of Vonnegut’s novels. 

 Vonnegut has been seen as a Black Humorist, science-
fiction writer, satirist, and surrealist. 


