
Julius Caesar Analytical Essay 2015 
English 10 
 

The Tragedy of Julius Caesar… or is it? 
 

 
As we begin to conclude The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, we begin to notice that the play focuses closely Brutus’ 

motivations and internal conflicts, more so than those of Caesar’s. Thus, perhaps the play is more about Brutus’ 
downfall than Caesar’s. Some argue that Caesar was too arrogant or ambitious causing his own downfall while 
others believe that perhaps Brutus’ naiveté caused his own demise. So the question is, should this play remain as 
The Tragedy of Julius Caesar or be changed to The Tragedy of Marcus Brutus? That is for you to decide. 
 
The Thesis: 
Within this analysis, your thesis will state whether the title of the play should remain unchanged or if it should 
change to The Tragedy of Marcus Brutus and include why it should remain unaltered or why it is to be changed. 
 
The Essay Structure: 
1. Times New Roman/Garamond Font, 12 pt. Font, double spaced 
2. A total of 5 paragraphs- 3 body paragraphs with the third body paragraph including a counterargument 
3. Embedded quotes included within each body paragraph from Julius Caesar with proper MLA citation 

(Act.Scene.Line#s i.e. 3.2.15-20 or III.ii.15-20 would imply that those lines can be found in lines 15-20 of 
Act 3, scene 2.) 

 
 
On the Back of Handout: 
Be sure to follow the detailed structure of this analytical essay that is outlined for you on the back of this handout. 
All important details are included here, so be sure to follow this structure as well as the examples of how to properly 
cite embedded quotes. 

 
Rough Draft Due Date: Monday, March 9th in class by the end of the hour (electronic 
copy) 
 
Final Draft Due Date: Sunday, March 15th (the Ides!) by midnight to turnitin.com 
 
Introduction 

o Hook statement, something that draws the reader in and makes them want to read more.  Should have 
something to do with your thesis. (NO QUESTIONS—THEY’RE THE WORST) 

o Introduce the play, connect it to your hook statement, the title of the play should be underlined OR in italics 
and the author’s name must be included (William Shakespeare). 

o Make a general statement about the plot of the play; this should connect in some way to your thesis. 
o Make sure your thesis is the last sentence in your introduction. (i.e. The play should be called The Tragedy of 

Julius Caesar because…) 
o All sentences should be aligned. This means that they are like friends at lunch, not strangers 

awkwardly standing in a room. Each sentence should flow to the next, building to the thesis.  
 
 



Body Paragraphs 
o Start with a transition or transitional phrase with the topic sentence along with a point that proves your 

thesis is true. 
 

o CONTEXT: Insert some information that sets the scene for your quote; give us some lead in information 
so we understand what is going on in the play right before your quote takes place.   
 

o QUOTE: Insert a quote, but it should not fall out of the sky. It should be introduced and blended 
smoothly.  The proper way to insert a quote is to put quotation marks at the beginning “and then quotation 
marks again at the end of the quote, after the punctuation.”  For a play, you must include the act (roman 
numeral), scene (lower case roman numeral) and line information (regular numbers, with the starting and 
ending lines separated by a dash) separated by periods and in parenthesis like this: 

 
Caesar, then, as he was dying said, “Et tu, Brute? – Then fall Caesar!” (III.i.171) 

 
Or, if there are multiple lines to a quote, separate the lines like this: 

 
Caesar, questioning Cassius’ trustworthiness, said, “Let me have men about me that are fat/ Sleek-headed men, and 
such as sleep o’nights./ Yond Cassius has a lean and hungry look;/ He thinks too much, such men are dangerous.”  

(I.ii.192-195) 
 

o ANALYSIS: After your quote(s) you must explain why each quote is important to what you are trying to 
say/prove.  There must be an explanation after every quote, and it should tie the quote back to the first 
sentence in the paragraph. FEEL FREE TO USE MORE THAN ONE PIECE OF EVIDENCE—
IT CAN’T HURT! REMEMBER THOSE EMBEDDED, GLANCING QUOTES (SHORTER, 
BLENDED QUOTES TO REINFORCE WHAT YOU ARE TRYING TO SAY)—USE THEM! 
 

o CLOSING SENTENCE: Your last sentence in the paragraph should sum up the paragraph and tell how it 
proves that your thesis is true. 

 
o COUNTERARGUMENT: A counterargument will be stated with the THIRD BODY PARAGRAPH to 

mention an argument the opposing side might have. Then, you will refute that argument and state why your 
side is correct. 

 
Conclusion 

o Your conclusion should start with your thesis statement again, only in different words. DO NOT BEGIN 
WITH “IN CONCLUSION,”… 

o Then, you should give a short summary of each of your topic sentences. 
o    Finally, you should wrap-up with a statement that makes the reader think about your topic in a new way. 


