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Introduction 



Controversy! 

The Catcher In The Rye is considered one 

of  the 20th century’s most popular novels – 

but it has been challenged over the years. 

 

It was most frequently banned in schools 

between 1966 and 1975. 



About Our Author…  

 Jerome David (J.D.) Salinger  

 Born in New York in 1919 

 Father was Jewish 

Mother was Irish Catholic 

 Relationship with dad was NOT good 

 Salinger became a recluse - a person who withdraws from the 
world to live by themselves (basically a hermit) 

 Born Jan. 1, 1919 – NYC – Died Jan. 28, 2010 at 91 years old 

 Limited talent for “disciplined school work” (a lot of  Catcher 
based on own life) 

 Flunked out of  McBueney School – Similar school in Catcher 



About Our Author… 

Also went to Valley Forge Military Academy (model 

for Pencey) 

 Tried NY University – did not finish 

Drafted into the army in 1942; injured in the war and 

hospitalized for psychiatric treatment 

Wrote short stories for magazines 

Married 2nd time in 1955 – Had two children 

 Lived as a hermit in Cornish, NH.  



About Our Author… 

 Admits his childhood has much in common with Holden 
Caulfield (main character of  Catcher) 

 Catcher first published as a novel in 1951. Salinger worked on 
this novel for 10 years.  

 Published in the form of  a couple of  short stories earlier. 

 Salinger writes about: 

Emotional collapse 

Characters who are outside the world of  the well-adjusted. Their 
cries for help often go unnoticed. 

Characters who approaches hopelessness via the comic route. 

 



…and a couple more things: 

 Salinger briefly attended NYU where he “didn’t apply 

himself.” 

 

 Later, he attended Ursinus College – he was proud it 

was not an Ivy League school. 

 

 Salinger had a strong dislike of  Ivy League snobbery; 

watch for this in our text! 



Is Catcher an autobiography? 

There are LOTS of  similarities between Salinger 

and our main character, Holden: 

Salinger lived on Manhattan’s 

Upper West Side 

 

Holden lives on Manhattan’s 

Upper West Side 

 
Salinger attended a military 

school in Pennsylvania 

 

Holden attends a military 

school in Pennsylvania 

 Salinger flunked out of a few 

private schools 
 

Holden flunks out of a few 

private schools 

 Salinger was the manager of 

the fencing team 

 

Holden is the manager of the 

fencing team 

 



No Movie Version! 

Though many producers and actors have tried to 
turn Catcher into a movie/play, J.D. Salinger 
would not allow it 

This is probably because the producer who 
purchased the film rights to one of  Salinger’s 
short stories made huge changes to the plot 

Salinger also once said that he would only agree 
to a movie if  he could play the part of  Holden, 
but he soon became far too old for the role 
(Holden is a teenager) 



What are our themes? 

 Loss of  innocence 

At some point in our lives, we all realize that the world is 
not perfect 

This is Holden’s story...  

 Real vs. fake (“phony”) 

What is real/true? 

Individual vs. societal reality  

Alienation as a form of  self-protection; the painfulness of  
growing up; the phoniness of  the adult world 

 



About the novel… 

When 1st published, the novel was received as a 
literary sensation. Book banned by many school 
boards due to its profanity, though. 

Catcher is the story of  an adolescent boy on 
the brink of  adulthood. It deals with 
psychological pressures more than social 
pressures.  

Holden becomes a victim of  society. He is 
depressed by the “phonies” of  the world. 

 



About the novel… 

Story is Holden’s (1st person) narrative of  

his 4-day attempt to find a fixed reality. 

The book is written from 1st person POV.  

The whole novel is a flashback. 



Novel Info-Basics: 

 Narrator/Protagonist · Holden Caulfield, narrating from 
an undisclosed location in CA after the novel’s events take 
place 

 Point of  view  · Holden Caulfield narrates in the first 
person, describing what he himself  sees and experiences, 
providing his own commentary on the events and people he 
describes. 

 Tone  · Holden’s tone varies between disgust, cynicism, 
bitterness, and nostalgic longing, all expressed in a colloquial 
(conversational) style. 

 Tense  · Past 

 



Novel Info-Basics: 

 Setting (time)  · A long weekend in the late 1940s or early 
1950s 

 Setting (place)  · Holden begins his story in Pennsylvania, 
at his former school, Pencey Prep. He then recounts his 
adventures in New York City.  

 Major conflict · The major conflict is within Holden’s 
psyche. Part of  him wants to connect with other people on 
an adult level (and, more specifically, to have a sexual 
encounter), while part of  him wants to reject the adult world 
as “phony,” and to retreat into his own memories of  
childhood. 



Novel info-Basics: 

Motifs  · Relationships, intimacy, and sexuality; 

loneliness; lying and deception 

Symbols  · The “catcher in the rye”; Holden’s 

red hunting hat; the Museum of  Natural 

History; the ducks in the Central Park lagoon 

Foreshadowing  · At the beginning of  the 

novel, Holden hints that he has been 

hospitalized for a nervous breakdown, the story 

of  which is revealed over the course of  the 

novel. 



CONSPIRACY THEORIES 

Mark David Chapman 

 

• Assassinated John Lennon on December 7, 1980 

 

• “…Then this morning I went to the bookstore and bought The Catcher In 

The Rye.  I’m sure the large part of  me is Holden Caufiled, who is the main 

person in the book…” 

 

 statement of  Mark David Chapman 3 hrs. after Lennon’s murder 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_David_Chapman 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_David_Chapman
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rotten.com/library/bio/crime/assassins/mark-david-chapman/mark_david_chapman_mug-smaller.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rotten.com/library/bio/crime/assassins/mark-david-chapman/&h=300&w=225&sz=20&tbnid=X0usgaa4QxYVZM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=83&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images?q=mark+david+chapman&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=


CONSPIRACY THEORIES 

Robert John Bardo 
 

Assassinated Rebecca Schaeffer on July 18, 1989 
 

 “…At dawn… he went to Schaffer’s Hollywood apartment 
and began to pace, watching for any sign of  her.  Taking 
with him a copy of  J.D. Salinger’s novel, Catcher In The 
Rye, Bardo decided on a bold approach…” 

 

 http://www.crimelibrary.com/criminal_mind/psychology/stalkers/1.h
tml 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.franksreelreviews.com/shorttakes/shaeffer/bardo.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.franksreelreviews.com/shorttakes/shaeffer/shaeffer.htm&h=147&w=150&sz=5&tbnid=bIIUrK-uyjEesM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=90&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images?q=robert+john+bardo&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://www.crimelibrary.com/criminal_mind/psychology/stalkers/1.html
http://www.crimelibrary.com/criminal_mind/psychology/stalkers/1.html


CONSPIRACY THEORIES 

John Hinkley Jr. 

Assassination attempt of  President Ronald 

Regan 

Had a copy of  The Catcher In The Rye with 

him at the time of  the attempt. 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hinckley

%2C_Jr. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/reagan/peopleevents/images/hinckley.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/reagan/peopleevents/pande02.html&h=171&w=150&sz=5&tbnid=uVTfcPkkpMA4wM:&tbnh=94&tbnw=82&hl=en&start=12&prev=/images?q=john+hinkley+jr&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hinckley,_Jr.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hinckley,_Jr.


Why Catcher? 

Self  exploration through a 

comparable character 

Unique writing style 

“It’s a classic!” 
 


