
English 11 Honors 
Cat’s Cradle  
Chapters 43-69 Questions for Discussion (43-55 taken from you! ) 
 

Consider the following questions (some of which you have created and have already answered). Jot 
down quick responses to a few you would be most comfortable responding to in our conversation. Star those 
questions. Then, for those you need answered, circle the number. During the course of our conversation 
today, take notes and get involved.  
 

1. What is “dynamic tension”? How does is it significant to San Lorenzo and Bokononism? What is 
Vonnegut saying about society/humanity? (102) 

2. What is the “hook” and how is it satirical? (93-95, 134-135) 

3. How is the creation of Bokononism satirical? How does this reinforce what we already know 
Vonnegut is trying to communicate regarding religion? How did it come to be? (103-109, 123-127) 

4. What is trying to be explained through the depiction of the Crosbys and their views of the Mintons? 
Their views of Americans? Of San Lorenzo? (96-97, 135, 142-143) Vonnegut says that what Crosby 
had to say about “undisciplined mankind” was “not only laughable but true.” What is he implying? 
(92) 

5. What is Vonnegut using the Mintons to accomplish/satirize? (96-99) 

6. What does John learn about Angela from his conversations on the plane? What do we think the deal 
is with her husband? What do we learn about her life before and after her father’s death? What does 
she think of her father now? What does Newt consider him to be? (114-117, 131) 

7. The golden boat is a made up legend by Bokonon, and as it goes “the golden boat will sail again 
when the end of the world is near” (109). Any foreshadowing you can pick up on? Significance? 

8. What was the deal with people discussing Newt and him being a “nice midget”, with Angela babying 
him, and with Hazel not knowing if she could ask him to call her mom? (101, 109-113, 130) 

9. Let’s talk about Mona and the index. Let’s also talk about Mona and Frank. And Mona and Jonah. 
And the index. And who wrote his own index. What’s with the index and the Mintons’ opinions 
about indexing? (113, 120-122) 

10. What is potentially ironic about Felix’s death not being painful or him not suffering at all? (114-115) 



11. What major event does John say that Angela leaves out of her story regarding Christmas Eve? Any 
significance? (115) 

12. Regarding Claire’s letter to the times and her husband being fired, what was so awful about the letter? 
What is Vonnegut satirizing regarding Americans, society, and the historical period in which her 
letter was written? (98) 

13. What autobiographical parallels to his own life does Vonnegut draw? Using which character(s)? How 
so? (105, etc.) 

14. How does the phrase, “Pay no attention to Caesar. Caesar doesn’t have the slightest idea what’s really 
going on”, relate to Bokonon, Bokononism and religion as depicted in the text (101)? 

15. Who is Nestor Aamons? Potential significance? (118-119) 

16. Describe the realities of San Lorenzo. What is significant about the ways John and the others are 
greeted? About the population of people? About the island itself? What is being indicated about 
America(ns)? What ironies are at work with the history of San Lorenzo? (132, 136, 138, 141-143) 

17. Like the Crosbys, what is the satirical significance of Castle Sugar and the background given to us? 
(123-124) 

18. What do we learn about the complicated history of nations that conquered and in turn, abandoned 
San Lorenzo? What is being mocked/satirized? (125-126) 

19. What is “Tyranny with a Difference”? Does is relate to “Dynamic Tension”? How so? (127-128) 

20. Why do you think Bokononism is outlawed? What purpose does that serve? What role does Papa 
play in that? Intentionally? (134, 147-148) 

21. Let’s talk about Mona some more. What’s the deal with Papa? What happens to him? How does his 
adopted daughter react? (139,144-147) 

22. Who are the Hundred Martyrs of Democracy? Significance? Potential irony? (143, 149) 

23. Characterize Phillip Castle. What is he doing at Casa Mona? (150-152) 


