
English 10     
Julius Caesar: Persuasive Analysis Essay 
Peer Editing Suggestions    
 
Author:______________________________________________ 
 
Editor:______________________________________________ 
 
Use the following guidelines to edit the first draft of this essay. 
 
1. Editor, read the paper aloud to the author.  Obey the punctuation commands the author has included 

(i.e., let your voice drop slightly for a comma, more for a period).  Correct all punctuation errors you find. 
 
2. Does the essay have a creative title (not “Julius Caesar Analysis Essay”)?    YES  NO 

If not, give the author some suggestions. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
3. Find the author’s Attention Grabber/Hook Statement.  This is the first line of the essay, and it should 

capture the reader’s attention.  Write the author’s hook below: 
 
 

Is this hook about the main focus of this essay?     YES  NO 
 
4. Does the author introduce the drama by title (italicized OR underlined) and the author’s name?   

     YES   NO 
 

5. Does the author provide a brief summary of the play’s plot?    YES  NO 
 

6. Does the author provide a clear transition into the concept of the title controversy that is the foundation 
of the essay’s argument?        YES  NO  

 
7. The introduction should end with the Thesis Statement.  This is one sentence that clearly states the main 

argument that the author is going to prove in his or her essay.  It should identify both title choices and be 
clear what title the author believes it should be named. Write the thesis below: 

 
 
 
BODY PARAGRAPHS 
8. Does the author begin each body paragraph with a topic sentence that clearly expresses the main idea of 

the paragraph i.e. does the author clearly indicate a reason in each body paragraph that identifies 
the tragic flaws of the choses character or depicts why readers are more likely to sympathize with 
that character’s ultimate demise?  Summarize the main ideas below, or, if the author has not done this, 
give him or her some advice on how to go about doing this on the final draft. IT MUST BE CLEAR 
FROM THE FIRST SENTENCE WHAT THAT PARAGRAPH WILL BE PROVING IN 
TERMS OF THE THESIS.  

 
Body ¶ 1 Main Idea: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Body ¶ 2 Main Idea: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Body ¶ 3 Main Idea: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Does each Body Paragraph include at least one quote from the text?    YES        NO 

 
10. Are the quotes ALL cited properly?  (See example below for help.)     YES           NO 
 

MLA In-text Citation Order: “Quote” (Act.scene.lines).  
Notice that the sentence ends AFTER the citation. 

For ex.: 
     Antony’s mastery of verbal irony is clearly demonstrated during his speech at Caesar’s funeral.  
He repeats over and over again, “Yet Brutus says he was ambitious, / And Brutus is an 
honorable man” (III.ii.91-92). 

 
11. Are the quotes smoothly blended into each paragraph (hint: well-blended quotes usually appear in the 

middle of a sentence)?         YES         NO 
 
12. Does each Body Paragraph include in-depth analysis/explanation why that example/evidence 

indicates the TS/thesis to be true?  (most important)     YES         NO 
 

13. Does each paragraph end with a connection back to the thesis?       YES         NO  
 

14. In the counterargument paragraph, does the author offer a reason the other title could exist and then the 
refutation comes quickly after, supported by evidence?     YES         NO 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
15.  Does the author restate his or her thesis at the beginning of the Conclusion?  Write it below, or give 

suggestions to the author on how to do this. 
Restated Thesis: 
  
 
16.  Does the author briefly revisit the main ideas from the body paragraphs in the conclusion? YES         NO

  
17. Does the author leave the reader with a Take-Home Message at the end of the conclusion?  Write the 

author’s Take-Home Message (So what?) below, or help them brainstorm one to include: 


