
The Manipulation of Rome 

Rome, in 44 b.c., was a dangerous place to be for any politician, much less one of the 

rulers of the Roman Empire. In William Shakespeare's The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, the entire 

first part of the play is based around the assassination plot of the play's namesake by a group 

of conspirators Caesar trusted. The tragic plot of the play deals with themes of manipulation 

and betrayal, however, nothing is more tragic than the play’s protagonist, Marcus Brutus, 

being tricked into thinking that killing Caesar, his friend, is for the good of Rome. His 

honorable nature is both a positive trait and his tragic flaw, and thus it lead to his ultimate 

downfall. Shakespeare’s play, despite being titled The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, should be 

changed to be named The Tragedy of Marcus Brutus.  

Marcus Brutus, the play’s main character and protagonist, is much more of a tragic 

hero than the play’s title character. Throughout the play, readers can sympathize with Brutus’ 

plight. He is manipulated by a friend, Caius Cassius, into thinking that he is desired by the 

Roman people to lead them and to take out their current leader. Cassius, in his soliloquy, 

reveals his Machiavellian-like plan to deliver “writings, all tending to the great opinion/ That 

Rome holds of his name,” and thus Brutus, whose “honorable mettle may be wrought/From 

that it is disposed,” is quickly convinced to become part of the conspiracy (I.iii.318-319, 

I.iii.309-310). One of his tragic flaws is soon revealed to be both the combination of his 

desire to be honorable in the eyes of others, but also his naiveté. Readers, at each decision 

Brutus makes, understand his ignorance but also his continued belief that they, as 

conspirators, are “sacrificers, but not butchers” (II.i.165). He seems to truly understand their 

murder of Caesar as being for the good of Rome. In his funeral speech, he says, “It is not 

that I loved Caesar less, but that I loved Rome more” (III.ii.21-22). Brutus’ tragic flaw is that 

he is too honorable, and thus is somewhat blinded to the less honorable intentions of others. 



His desire to do what he believed is right is what lead to his ultimate demise when Antony 

avenged Caesar’s death.  

Another reason the title of the play should be changed to The Tragedy of Marcus Brutus 

is Brutus’ other tragic flaw, his lack of common sense concerning decision making.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


