
English 11 Honors 
Unit II: Satire & Cat’s Cradle 

Satire Project Assignment 
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Satire (n) - The use of irony, sarcasm, ridicule, or the like, in exposing, denouncing, or 
deriding vice, folly, etc. 

 

On the surface, Cat’s Cradle is a rapid-fire story about a weird family and their misadventures.  But a more 
critical reading reveals that its author has some pretty big targets in mind. Topics as diverse as religion, the 
notion of scientific “progress,” nationalism, and American imperialism, all get their turn under Vonnegut’s 
satiric blade.  And regardless of whether we share the author’s politics, we can at least agree that this is a text 
that makes some serious assertions in a smart-alecky way. 
 
In this same spirit, this project asks you to identify some aspect of our contemporary world to satirize.  There 
are individual and group project options, but all have the same central requirements: 
 

 Select an issue and some kind of a stand 

 Include a compelling visual component 

 Include a witty central slogan/phrase that effectively addresses your issue and communicates your position 

 Consider the use of irony in the image and/or text to convey your message 

 Produce a detailed written explanation of your position  

 

______________________________________________ 
 

A Quick Note on Power Dynamics 

Remember that Jonathon Swift used the power of satire to criticize the wealthy ruling powers of 18th century 
Ireland.  As a writer, it made sense for him to criticize powers that he felt (negatively) controlled the 
environment around him.  But imagine if these roles were reversed?  Wealthy, powerful rulers making fun of 
the powerless masses reads less like satire and more like burlesque.  In more extreme forms, this criticism is 
really nothing more than bullying.  Please be cautious of ideas that make fun of the weak, powerless, and 
defenseless.  This kind of criticism isn’t funny; it’s offensive. 
  



 

THE VIDEO  
A video satire could take several shapes:  you may conduct a fake newscast, ala The Daily Show (if you don’t have cable, 
check out http://www.comedycentral.com/tv_shows/thedailyshowwithjonstewart/), create an infomercial for a parody 
product, construct a talk show to discuss current events or a have a certain guest appear, or it may take another form.  
Either way:  

 The central requirements are still in place, but they may look a little different, depending on your final product  
(i.e., Jon Stewart’s series of pieces about the war in Iraq all share the common title “Mess O’ Potamia”; this 
would act as the “slogan” for your project).   

 Though part of the visual appeal will be the people in your video, you still need an effective visual aid as the 
focal point for your satire.   

 The size of your group is limited by the ability of each person to make a meaningful contribution to the issue 
you are critiquing.  Each group member must complete his or her own written explanation, with the reflection 
discussing what layer of meaning your part of the video added to the overall presentation of ideas. 

 
Some General Tips: 

 If you’re taking on a big issue, it may be easier to satirize by focusing on a specific example (i.e., make fun of 
our country’s unhealthy eating habits by focusing on McDonald’s) 

 When designing the visual, let the image convey most of the meaning, then rely on the slogan; avoid using 
lots of small text to make your point 

 It is often easier to take something that already exists (a product, a logo, a slogan, etc) and create a parody of it 
to suit your purposes. 

 When videotaping with a phone, avoid shooting long ways—when put up on screen, it will take up a very small 
portion of the screen and will look strange. Turn your phone horizontally when filming.  
 

Projects will be presented during class on the date indicated in the unit calendar,  
so start thinking and have fun! If a video becomes an area of serious concern as no one has a video 
camera or access to a phone, please speak with me regarding other options or access to equipment. 

 
The written proposal is a key requirement and is a binding contract.  
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