
English 11 Honors 
Unit III: Nonfiction / Globalization Studies 

Research Synthesis Essay Assignment 
 
A synthesis essay asks a writer to explore the not-so-visible 
relationships between a collection of sources that orbit a 
single topic.  When we synthesize sources, we draw 
important conclusions that either answer, or help to 
answer, the big questions being asked by the essay prompt.   
 
For this paper, students will critically examine the process of globalization.  This process—one that 
contains economic, political, and cultural angles—affects many people all over the globe, some 
positively and some negatively.  By the end of our unit, students will write a 3-5 page research paper 
that examines those who benefit as well as those left behind.  Most importantly, though, this essay 
will rely on our own voices to guide the conversation, giving attention to those sources we find most 
interesting, and shining a critical light on other sources we find problematic, strange, or revealing.   
 

The Assignment 
Examine the list of suggested topics and identify a “flashpoint”—a specific event, place, or time that 
embodies a greater set of tensions.  Then locate three sources that communicate varying perspectives 
on the issue.  When finished, write a 3-5 page, claim-driven, research-based essay that accounts for 
these different perspectives.  Synthesize this information by locating the connective ideas that link 
together your sources.  Doing this important work—identifying relationships between sources—
should also include original thinking on the topic. 
 
The paper should also contain an evolving thesis.  This means that your claim at the start of your 
essay will invite the viewer to consider your issue from a certain perspective.  As each new piece of 
evidence is engaged, your claim will evolve to account for this new “voice” in your discussion.  By 
the end of you paper, your new thesis will fully account for all of the information you have included 
throughout your paper, a claim you could not have made at the start of your paper prior to 
considering all of your research.  
 

The best paper will 
 Use an evolving thesis to account for new evidence introduced in the body paragraphs 

 Fully utilize transitions, signal phrases, source-reflexive statements, and clarifying 
statements as a way to maintain focus throughout the essay 

 Engage sources (three or more) that are authored by credible voices and represent a 
variety of perspectives 

 Demonstrate a mastery of all sources brought into the conversation of the paper 

 Rely on a carefully constructed outline produced prior to the start  of the essay drafting 
process 

 Obey MLA citation rules throughout the paper and works cited page 

 Use transitions as points of analysis 

 Demonstrate strong connection between thesis statements, topic sentences, evidence, 
analysis, and clarifying statements 
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Tips for Effective Revision 

 
Below is a checklist for you to consider when working toward your final draft.  Research papers 
require more revision than other kinds of essays.  If your only experience with “revision” so far has 
been running spell-check, this experience may be a little more frustrating than what you’re used to.  
Don’t sweat it!  By the end, your paper will be better for it.    
 

Locating and Using Research 
 Sources should be authoritative – remember, especially, what you’ve learned about evaluating 

electronic sources 

 Include a variety of sources and perspectives 

 Paraphrase facts, examples, statistics, specific incidents, etc: anything that does NOT need to 
kept in its original language. Rewrite the original in your own words, retaining the essential facts 
and tone of the original, but don’t forget to CITE! 

 Quote only important things said by experts on your issue.  Always acknowledge who said what 
you are quoting with a signal phrase (i.e., Mayoral candidate Jimmy McMillan then gestured to 
the ceiling and exclaimed, “The rent is too damn high!”). Direct quotes should make up no more 
than 10% of your paper, and may not be necessary at all.  

 Parenthetical citations should follow author/page format – (Johnson 4); no comma is 
necessary.  Word of warning – this tipsheet cannot possibly substitute for the entire MLA style 
guide.  Use the internet if you have questions about proper formatting, especially when electronic 
sources are involved. 

 If the author of a source is included in the signal phrase, it is not necessary to include his/her 
name parenthetically at the end of the sentence (but still include page numbers) 

 Citations usually come at the end of the sentence; a long sentence that begins with information 
and continues with analysis, though, may include the citation at a natural break within the 
sentence (e.g. a comma or semicolon). 
 

Body Paragraph Organization 
 Avoid summarizing information that doesn’t directly relate to your issue; always stay focused on 

your thesis, using a clarifying statement at the end of each body paragraph or body “section” to 
evolve the thesis forward 

 Present specific evidence, and then use critical methods of analysis to explain the relationship 
between your research and the focus of your essay.  Essentially, you’re answering the questions: 
So what? and How does this new thinking affect my original claim about this issue? 

 As a rule of thumb, the analysis is the thing that guides the evolution of your claim.  Don’t go 
overboard with the amount of research you include throughout your paper.   

 Analysis can come before a fact is included (by making a statement of what it shows and then 
using the fact as evidence) or after (by clarifying importance, explaining how it fits your thesis, 
etc.) 

 If several sentences of research come from one source, use a signal phrase to make clear to the 
reader where all of this information came from.  Then, provide a parenthetical citation at the 
end.  Following with a source-reflexive statement signals to the reader that you’re shifting from 
observation to interpretation.  This is a crucial move. 

 Try to mix sources within paragraphs – avoid having each paragraph coming from one 
source. This seriously impairs the conversational aspect of the assignment. 

 


