
English 11 Honors 
Unit III:  Adventures in Globalization   
Establishing (Critical) Relationships with 
Sources 
 
Academic writers develop multiple and complex 
relationships with the voices and ideas of other 
writers. The most obvious relationship is 
“agreement”—that is, a writer references the 
ideas or arguments of another writer because 
those ideas are consistent with his or her own. 
But some of your most complex thinking may 
arise when you move beyond the “agreement” 
model and allow yourself to develop a range of 
other relationships with sources—when, for example, you take exception to the idea of another 
writer, or complicate a writer’s thinking, or apply a writer’s ideas to a whole new situation, or borrow 
from and apply the particular language of a writer. 
 
Our globalization unit is not interested in simply agreeing with the writers and thinkers we have been 
studying.  Instead, we want to generate our own, original ideas and use their work as support.  Please 
note: “support” can take many shapes. 
 
To help us better develop these critical relationships with the sources in our research paper, as you 
are beginning to draft, consider the below directives when working sources into your paragraphs. 
 

 
A. Take exception to an idea presented in this quote/passage. Explain why it doesn’t sit well with you. 
 
B. Complicate an idea or issue raised in this quote/passage. Explain why it may not be as clear-cut or 
simple as the author suggests. 
 
C. Apply one or more of the ideas in this quote/passage to an idea in another passage. Be the mediator and 
explain how the two passages compare, contrast, and how looking at one passage helps you to better 
understand the strengths/weaknesses of other. 
 
D. Engage with the language of this quote/passage. Choose at least two terms or phrases presented in this 
passage and define them in your own words. Explain why the author used that particular language and how 
it best explains the ideas of the passage. 
 

 
 
 
 


