
An Extremely Useful Example of What  
an Evolving Thesis Looks Like: 

 
Now let’s look at a quick example.  Imagine a paper written on a familiar novel: The Grapes of Wrath.  For this 

paper, the pretend thesis statement is listed below.   
 

Paper Title: “Sympathy for the Devil: Tom Joad and The (Rotten) Grapes of Wrath” 
 
Thesis: Tom Joad is a sympathetic character in The Grapes of Wrath. 

 
Now let’s assume that the first body paragraph presents a clear topic sentence and some good evidence.  The 
analysis is robust and proves that the reader has a strong understanding of the novel.  Then comes the second 
body paragraph.  Examine the difference between each of the final sentences of the second body paragraph: 
 
Topic Sentence:  
Next, Tom is frequently the subject of ridicule among the farm owners in California. 
 
Context for Quote + Quote 
After traversing the country and experiencing incredible hardship, the Joad family comes upon a farm and Tom 
is one of the first people to approach the front gate and ask for employment.  When he approaches one of the 
shady henchman guarding the gate, the employee quickly blurts, “Hey man, I’m ridiculing you now! Garhhh!” 
(932).   

 
Now, where do we go from here? 

 

 
In a traditional five paragraph paper, the writer simply 
wants to look for another piece of evidence to 
support the same point that s/he has already spent 
two paragraphs proving.  The writer must arrive at the 
same point again (that Tom is a sympathetic 
character), or else risk being labeled “unfocused” and, 
therefore, incorrect. Boo. 
 

 
With an evolving thesis, the writer first proves that 
Tom is a sympathetic character.  Then, the writer 
suggests not only that Tom is sympathetic, but that 
others’ sympathies will not change his present 
condition.  From here, the writer can explore other 
pieces of evidence that further expand, reinforce 
and/or complicate this thesis.  In the conclusion, 
the writer will “wrap up” all of these points instead of 
simply restating the same point made in the 
introduction.   
 

 

Traditional Five Paragraph New Model w/ Evolving Thesis 

 
Analysis + Connection to Thesis 
The henchman’s quickness to respond to poor old 
Tom demonstrates a clear lack of  
understanding on the part of the employee and makes 
painfully clear the kind of work that Tom must do 
simply to survive..  The employee’s temperament is an 
indication of the general attitude held by many 
administrative employees in the world in which Tom 
has found himself.  Tom’s treatment here evokes a 
clear sense of sympathy from the reader.  
 

 
Analysis + Clarifying Statement 
The henchman’s quickness to respond to poor old 
Tom demonstrates a clear lack of  
understanding on the part of the employee and makes 
painfully clear the kind of work that Tom must do 
simply to survive..  The employee’s temperament is an 
indication of the general attitude held by many 
administrative employees in the world in which Tom 
has found himself.  In addition to being a 
sympathetic character, Tom’s treatment 
demonstrates that others’ sympathies are not 
enough to solve the problems he faces.   
 


