
English 11 Honors 
Unit III: Adventures in Globalization 
 

 
How to go about writing this paper:  

A Guide from Start to Finish 
 
 
 

1. Select a topic you like and begin 
researching it. 

2. Identify the central dilemma (Hint: it should be a result of globalization.) 
3. Begin to conduct research.  Locate a diverse set of sources that also speak to this 

central dilemma.  These sources should be reliable and varied in their views.  Read 
ALL of them thoroughly, and use active reading strategies to mark them all up, 
indicating the important parts in each that could come in handy when writing your 
essay. 

4. Outline your paper.  Most students don’t do this.  This is a mistake.  Using an 
organized outline, map out your claim and the several reasons that support it.  These 
are your topic sentences.  Then, insert key quotes (or paraphrased passages) into the 
paragraphs to support.  Remember that your analysis sections will be “moves” that 
we talked about in the critical relationships with sources lesson.  Finally, map out 
how your claim will evolve throughout. 

5. Begin writing your paper.  Start with the intro.  Consider the different methods 
outlined in class.  Pick one and go with it.  End with your claim.  Remember: your 
claim should address globalization and the dilemma that it has caused.  Then move 
on to the body paragraphs, paying careful attention to how later quotes interact with 
earlier ones.  “Method C” from the critical relationships with sources handout is a 
great method to use in your later body paragraphs.  This will really help you put 
“sources in dialogue” 

6. Peer Edit your draft.  Have as many sets of eyes as possible look over your work.  
Pay attention to all comments and take the most important ones into consideration. 

7. Revise, Submit, and Celebrate!   



Sample Intro: (Method 5: Beginning with a Narrative) 
 

Ralph Swanson is a third generation business owner in Lincoln, Nebraska and his 
store is about to close its doors.  Swanson’s grandfather started Swanson Hardware in 1961 
and saw the company grow from a door-to-door sales operation to one of Lincoln’s most 
respected hardware stores.  Swanson’s not only provided elite levels of customer service, but 
the store also offered a wide range of specialty products, home delivery service, and on-site 
consultation.  But within the last five years, business developments have resulted in the 
construction of two stores, Lowe’s and Home Depot, to develop across the street from 
Swanson’s.  And even though the town’s favorite store still supplies a core of dedicated 
customers, it simply cannot compete with the low prices and enormous selection of its big 
box competitors (Mitchell 12).  In essence, the way of life that Ralph Swanson and his family 
have known for the past four decades is now over.   
 

Independent hardware stores, bookstores, record shops, clothing stores, and any 
other places frequented by patrons of local communities, are all at risk of extinction.  In her 
text Big-Box Swindle, Stacy Mitchell outlines the rise to power of “the big-box store,” a 
vendor that brings a wide variety of goods and services into one central space.  She focuses 
on the particulars of local business (buying and selling goods, distribution, advertising, retail 
space, etc.) and how these particulars have grown into what we know of today: stores that 
occupy the equivalent of six football fields, include hundreds of thousands of square feet of 
retail space, and sell products for less than cost to lure in customers and undercut local 
competition.  The core of this problem, Mitchell argues, is that in a global marketplace, big 
box stores are able to work exclusively with suppliers from other countries, buying up 
whatever they can and selling their goods for only a fraction of the cost of their local 
competitors (Mitchell 56).  And because of certain developments in transportation and 
communication technology, moving these goods and communicating between networks of 
stores is now easier than ever before.  In short, globalization is dramatically altering the way 
small businesses can operate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sample 2nd Body Paragraph: (Critical Relationship #2: Complication) 
 

The process of globalization is also affecting small businesses by allowing for the 
rapid expansion of big box stores.  While many small businesses try to grow and attract new 
customers, large ones use highly efficient and complex communication and transportation 
methods to allow for their massive storefronts to be constructed in very little time.  And this 
process is not only limited to the United States.  In Mexico, for example, the Wal-Mart 
Corporation is under attack for a massive bribery scandal in which executives gave high 
ranking governmental officials approximately $35 million dollars in exchange for permission 
to rapidly build stores throughout the country (Stevenson).  In fact, Wal-Mart constructed at 
least one new store per day in Mexico in 2011, a rate so fast that even local inspectors could 
not keep up with monitoring the legality of the construction.  One small business owner 
even went so far as to say that corrupt [corporate]officials see a business opportunity and 
“exploit you and exploit you, and the first thing you know, they try to close you ... as a way 
to exert pressure" (Stevenson).  These methods are interesting and so are the tactics used by 
companies like Wal-Mart, but there seems to be more happening here than meets the eye.  
While companies like Wal-Mart are illegally expanding into areas and putting pressure on 
local businesses to shut down, the effects stretch much farther than simply the small 
business owner and the corporate executive.  In fact, those who stand to lose out to these 
policies are not only small business owners, but their families, neighbors, surrounding 
businesses, and even local and regional governments.  If Wal-Mart is an example of the kind 
of rapid growth happening in other developing nations, many small businesses must now 
adapt to a new model of competition or else simply go out of business.  And with 
globalization’s affect on business climates in developing nations, many small businesses are 
certainly left in its wake.   
 



Globalization Research Paper 
Sample Outline: 
 
2) Intro 

a) Narrative: “Swanson’s Hardware” 
b) Claim: Globalization is altering the ways in which small businesses can operate. 

 
3) Body  

a) TS#1: Big box stores operate in fundamentally different ways than small businesses, 
and this new business model affects everyone. 
i) Context: Big box stores can deal directly with manufacturers and undercut local 

suppliers, offering merch for a lot cheaper than their local competitors  
ii) Quote: "If you stop stuff from [abroad] coming into the U.S.," Hatfield says, "it 

would mean $180 blue jeans. Is that what Americans want?'' Time 
iii) Critical Relationship: Analyze Lang.  This guy assumes he knows what 

Americans want, and he also uses a simple example to illustrate a much more 
complicated point of view.  And his view is shared by many people just like him.  
The old rules that governed smaller businesses have changed, probably forever. 

iv) Clarifying Statement: (restate thesis again) 
 

b) TS#2: Another way globalization affects small business is through the speed at 
which big box stores are built. 
i) Context: Wal-mart Bribery Scandal, Globalization = fast materials, cheap labor, 

cross-border communication, etc. 
ii) Quote: AP piece, Corrupt officials "see money, and they exploit you and exploit 

you, and the first thing you know they try to close you ... as a way to exert 
pressure." 
"It was so evident," said Alfredo Neme Martinez, who leads a Latin American 
association of wholesale market vendors. "They would buy three lots on a 
corner, and open right away." 

iii) Critical relationship: Complication, “more than meets the eye” 
iv) Clarifying Statement: While small businesses used to compete with other small 

businesses, this new era of rapid growth forces small businesses to adapt or 
simply go out of business. As a result, G’s effect on the business climate leaves a 
lot of failed businesses in its wake. 
 

c) TS#3:Large numbers of failed businesses have wide-ranging affects that resonate 
throughout the economy/population?. 
i) Context: Intro Stiglitz 
ii) Quote: Stiglitz? 
iii) Critical Relationship: Complication 
iv) Clarifying Statement: After so many years of failed businesses, globalization’s 

long-term effects not only affect businesses but also the cultures that surround 
them. 
 

d) TS#4  With so many failed businesses and affected workers, no one bothers to 
question this model. 
i) Context: American academics are starting to take notice and some provide 

insight into the larger aspects of globalization. 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1074120-2,00.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iK4sB0brAjxaRXoctAFVxLiqlEgQ?docId=70dc148ef9294134a89c6e69d9740e52


ii) Quote: “Well, the Washington consensus -- which is basically designed for the 
Third World to make it that way, and keep it that way -- it's now being applied 
not just to the Third World countries, but to the rich industrial societies, with the 
United States and Britain in the lead. However, it's with a twist. 
 
Since it's being applied at home, this is really existing free market theory that's 
being applied at home, meaning nuanced. So, powerful government to protect 
the rich, and market discipline and tough love for everyone else. And you see 
that very clearly. Go through the various elements of the Washington consensus” 
(see Chomsky citation above) 

iii) Critical Relationship: Quote on Quote, See Time piece “Every day on the fourth 
floor at company headquarters in Shenzhen, scores of Chinese factory salesmen 
come to vendor rooms with dreams of landing a contract. They--and the 
products they make--are a big part of the reason Wal-Mart's prices in its 3,702 
U.S. stores are so low. "If you stop stuff from [abroad] coming into the U.S.," 
Hatfield says, "it would mean $180 blue jeans. Is that what Americans want?'' 

iv) Clarifying Statement:  The kinds of cultural changes that are happening are 
benefitting only a few and keeping those in need in a state of need.  
Globalization’s affect on the business climate only benefits a select few, and 
preserves a culture of poverty for those it is supposed to help. 
 

e) TS#5 Globalization creates a set of everyday assumptions about how businesses 
operate, but acts of cultural resistance could disrupt such thinking. 
i) Context: expl Frank, define cultural resistance 
ii) Quote: “Today that beautiful countercultural idea, endorsed now by everyone 

from the surviving Beats to shampoo manufacturers, is more the official doctrine 
of corporate America than it is a program of resistance. …It is no longer any 
different from the official culture it’s supposed to be subverting” (Frank 44). 

iii) Critical Relationship: Quote on Quote Revisit Time piece; mention that the 
expensive jeans could very well be turned into items of “resistance,” and sold 
back to people who think they’re rebelling.  Vicious cycle with no way out. 

iv) Clarifying Statement: Globalization’s affect on business is complicated, and the 
ever-increasing scope of globalization makes cultural resistance more difficult 
than ever. 
 

4) Conclusion 
a) Globalization has altered the playing field for small businesses in ways that seem 

almost irreversible, and quite a bit is at stake.  Globalization has benefitted some, but 
altered the business landscape in such a way that only a few benefit at the expense of 
many.   

b) Implications:  Globalization’s affects on the economy affect not just workers and 
employers, but all people.  The scope of the issue extends beyond the parking lots of 
small town hardware stores and extends throughout the United States and even the 
world. 

 
 
 

http://www.chomsky.info/talks/19960413.htm
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1074120,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1074120,00.html

