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Focus Area Excellent (10) Good (8) Fair (6) Poor (4) 

Introduction One of the strategies from 
WA is clearly used, and the 
writer comprehensively 
frames the situation s/he will 
be discussing throughout the 
paper.  The intro ends with a 
clear, simple thesis that will 
be evolved throughout the 
paper. 

One of the strategies from 
WA is used, though the 
method may not be as 
effective as it could be. The 
writer frames the situation 
s/he will be discussing 
throughout the paper.  The 
intro ends with a simple 
thesis that will be evolved 
throughout the paper. 

The introduction method 
used is not clear and may 
only do an adequate job 
framing the situation that 
the paper will be discussing. 
The intro ends with a thesis, 
though it may not 
accurately articulate what 
the paper will be discussing. 

The introduction does 
not clearly explain what 
the paper will be 
discussing.  There is no 
discernable claim at the 
end.   

Body Paragraph 
Structure 

Every body paragraph is 
clearly structured and features 
a topic sentence, context for 
evidence, evidence w/ 
citation, analysis, and 
clarifying statement that 
evolves the thesis. 

Most body paragraphs are 
well structured and feature a 
topic sentence, context for 
evidence, evidence w/ 
citation, analysis, and 
clarifying statement that 
evolves the thesis. 

Few body paragraphs are 
structured and feature a 
topic sentence, context for 
evidence, evidence w/ 
citation, analysis, and 
clarifying statement that 
evolves the thesis. 

Paragraph structure is 
unfocused throughout.  
No discernable patterns 
can be traced 
throughout the paper’s 
body section. 

Critical 
Relationship w/ 

Sources and 
Synthesis 

(x2) 

The writer thoroughly 
examines the issue from 
multiple perspectives and 
uses several of the critical 
relationship methods 
discussed in class in the 
analysis portion of the body 
paragraphs.  The critical 
discussion of the sources is 
thorough, focused, and leads 
to a deeper understanding of 
the complexity of the source. 
The sources are synthesized 
and create an interesting 
dialogue regarding each 
paragraph’s purpose.  

The writer examines the 
issue from multiple 
perspectives and uses some 
of the critical relationship 
methods discussed in class 
in the analysis portion of the 
body paragraphs.  The 
critical discussion of the 
sources is focused, and leads 
to a better understanding of 
the complexity of the 
source.  The paragraphs 
utilize some synthesis and 
create a conversation 
between sources, but do not 
fully depict each paragraph’s 
purpose. 

The writer examines the 
issue mainly from one 
perspective and uses one of 
the critical relationship 
methods discussed in class 
in the analysis portion of 
the body paragraphs.  The 
critical discussion of the 
sources is noticeable, 
though it may not lead to a 
better understanding of the 
complexity of the source.  
The sources attempt 
synthesis and create some 
semblance of a dialogue 
regarding each paragraph’s 
purpose, but it is not as 
developed or analytical as it 
could be. 

The writer examines the 
issue from only one 
perspective and uses 
none of the critical 
relationship methods in 
the analysis portions of 
the body paragraphs. 
No synthesis/sources in 
conversation is 
attempted.  

Paper 
Organization 

The paper is clearly 
structured around a simple 
claim.  Each topic sentence 
supports the claim.  Each 
piece of evidence supports 
the topic sentence.  Includes 
strong, meaningful analysis. 
 

The paper is clearly 
structured around a simple 
claim.  Most topic sentences 
support the claim.  Most 
evidence supports the topic 
sentence.  Includes good 
analysis. 
 
  

The paper is structured 
around a claim, though it 
may be too complicated or 
too general.  Some topic 
sentences support the claim.  
Some evidence supports the 
topic sentence.  May not 
include sufficient analysis. 

The paper has little to 
no discernable 
organization.   

Evolving Claim 
(x2) 

The paper begins with a 
simple claim that focuses on a 
particular issue or dilemma 
related to globalization.  The 
claim clearly evolves 
throughout the paper and 
each paragraph works toward 
a clarifying statement that 
evolves the claim in a 
meaningful way. 
 

The paper begins with a 
simple claim that focuses on 
a particular issue or dilemma 
related to globalization.  The 
claim evolves throughout 
the paper, although some 
clarifying statements could 
be clearer at showing how 
the claim is evolving. 

The paper begins with a 
claim that focuses on a 
particular issue or dilemma 
related to globalization, but 
it is not clear how the claim 
is evolving throughout the 
paper. 

The paper does not 
include an evolving 
thesis. 
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Focus Area Excellent (10) Good (8) Fair (6) Poor (4) 

Research The paper has clearly and 
effectively used 2 or more 
sources.  All of these sources 
are credible, reliable sources 
of information. 
 
 

The paper has used 2 
sources.  Most of these 
sources are credible, reliable 
sources of information. 

The paper has used 2 
sources.  Only some of 
these sources are credible, 
reliable sources of 
information. 

The paper has used 
fewer than 2 sources.  
Few or none of these 
sources are credible, 
reliable sources of 
information. 

Conclusion The conclusion carefully 
presents the most fully 
evolved version of the thesis.  
It explores meaningful 
implications and reframes the 
issue, taking into account all 
the evidence provided in the 
intro. 

The conclusion presents the 
most fully evolved version 
of the thesis.  It explores 
some implications and 
attempts to reframe the 
issue, taking into account 
some of the evidence 
provided in the intro. 

The conclusion presents the 
most fully evolved version 
of the thesis.  It explores 
few implications and 
attempts to reframe the 
issue, taking into account 
only a little of the evidence 
provided in the intro. 

The conclusion presents 
the thesis again, though 
it may not be evolved.  
There is little or no 
discussion of the 
implications. 

Citations / 
Works Cited 

All citations follow MLA 
guidelines.  The parenthetical 
citations are properly 
punctuated and all 
correspond to a matching 
entry in the works cited list, 
located at the very end of the 
paper. 

Most citations follow MLA 
guidelines.  Most of the 
parenthetical citations are 
properly punctuated and 
correspond to a matching 
entry in the works cited list, 
located at the very end of 
the paper. 

Few citations follow MLA 
guidelines.  Few of the 
parenthetical citations are 
properly punctuated and 
correspond to a matching 
entry in the works cited list, 
located at the very end of 
the paper . 

No citations follow 
MLA guidelines.  None 
of the parenthetical 
citations are properly 
punctuated and 
correspond to a 
matching entry in the 
works cited list.  The 
works cited list may be 
incomplete or missing 
entirely. 

Grammar, 
Mechanics, & 

Style Work 

The paper is entirely free of 
grammatical errors.  Syntax, 
diction, and style all make the 
paper a lively, enjoyable read 
that engages the reader from 
start to finish. 

The paper is mostly free of 
grammatical errors.  Syntax, 
diction, and style make the 
paper a fluid, enjoyable read 
throughout. 

The paper’s grammar errors 
detract from its ability to 
communicate its points 
effectively.  

The paper’s frequent 
grammar and mechanic 
problems make it 
virtually unreadable. 


