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For some people, dreams can be detrimental, destructive, even leading to the demise of the person.  Although 
the dreamer may believe that his or her aspirations are positive and well meaning, the results of their dreams can be 
hurtful to themselves or others.  Langston Hughes’ poem “Harlem” provides yet another lens through which to view 
dreams: realized or deferred.  

 
In a 5 paragraph essay, explain/analyze how the dream of one of the characters from Lorraine 

Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun is either realized or deferred. The character you select should be one that you 
feel a personal connection with (either the character or his/her dream); this will be a part of the essay. There is a 
recommended outline below that also provides the requirements. Proper paragraph structure is required along with 
specific examples from the book. While quotes are not provided, a successful essay will make clear use of the text.  
 
It must include: 

Introduction 
-A hook about dreams        
 -Title of play and author     
 -Background on character     
 -Thesis (no first person) [Example: Similar to a person goal of entering politics, Steven Colbert’s 
dream of world domination is as yet deferred, but he will gain momentum if he is elected President.] 
     

 Body paragraph 1 
-Clearly explain how the character’s dream has been realized or deferred. Be specific with 
examples/textual support. Feel free to draw a connection to “Harlem.” 

  -Use proper paragraph structure* 
 
Body paragraph 2 

-Predict what will happen to the character’s dream in Act Three and beyond. Use textual support 
and suggestions to provide valid suggestions. Feel free to draw a connection to “Harlem.” 

 -Use proper paragraph structure* 
 
Body paragraph 3 

-Reflect on how you relate to the character’s dream. Be specific in explaining what your dream is and 
how you will make sure it is realized. 

  -Use proper paragraph structure* 
  -This is the only paragraph where first person should be used. 
  -No textual examples are required but may be used in this paragraph 
     
 Conclusion 
  -Restate thesis in different words      
  -Revisit main points by explaining how the character’s dream and future is similar to yours  
  -Take-home message – leave the audience with something to remember without asking a question. 
 
*Proper Paragraph Structure 

1. Topic Sentence that clearly provides the focus for that paragraph and relates to your thesis. 
2. Explanation of your topic sentence. 
3. Textual Example(s) to back-up your analysis that is smoothly blended/embedded.  
4. Explaining how your example proves your topic sentence (aka analysis) 
5. Relate your paragraph back to your thesis. 

           
 

Please use the back of this sheet for Brainstorming/ Pre-writing.     


