
A Raisin in the Sun – Introduction and Guide for Notes 
 
Author: 

 Background – Lorraine Hansberry was born in Chicago in1930. Her 
parents were strong believers in the civil rights movement. At the age of 
8 her parents moved the family to an all-white neighborhood where 
they were harassed and discriminated against. When she was 20, 
Hansbury moved to New York where she worked along side many 
leading civil rights activists including Langston Hughes and W.E.B. 
Dubois.  A Raisin in the Sun was the first play by an African-American 
woman to be produced on Broadway. She died at the age of 34. 

 
1950’s Culture 

 Baby Boomers – born between 1946 & 1964, they were born during a 
time of economic prosperity after WW2 

 Toys and Games – most parents during this time period had grown up 
poor during the depression and therefore wanted to give their kids what 
they had never had growing up 

 TV & Movies – TV was not invented at this time, but this was when 
many people purchased TV’s, they were all black & white and there was 
VERY limited programming. Movies reflected the positive atmosphere 
of the time; very few African-Americans were assigned leading roles. 

 Music – also reflected the positive attitude of the time, this was when 
roc-n-roll was started 

 Fashion – was very conservative, women almost always wore skirts and 
dresses that were knee length or longer, men mostly wore dress pants 
and button down shirts, not as “cool” as the movie “Grease” makes it 
seem 

 Cars – status symbol, especially if you owned the car outright (owned 
the pink slip), drag racing was popular. Average cost of a normal car 
was $1300 - $2200; gas cost approx. $.20 per gallon. 

 Cost of living – income: then $3000, now $44,000; house: then $14,000, 
now $150,000; then $10,000 = $78,000 now; then $.50 = now $4; 
college then $650 per year 



 College Education in the 1950’s – mostly only men attended, rarely 
women. It was not as popular as it is now, and was a luxury many could 
not afford. Women went to trade schools and focused mainly on 
careers in nursing, teaching and as secretaries. 

 Segregation – was still a huge problem, especially in schools. 
Discrimination was still widely practiced in most of the country. 

 Chicago in the 1950’s – was considered to be the “capitol of black 
America”. Laws were passed that allowed African-Americans to hold 
lower-level management positions and to decrease discrimination in 
hiring. So, many African-Americans moved there to get jobs that were 
stable and paid fairly well. It was also home to many of the most 
famous African-American R & B musicians, so it was a huge social 
scene for African-Americans. Unfortunately, there was still a good deal 
of discrimination in the area. Police did not prioritize African-American 
neighborhoods, so crime was a big problem in those areas.  Because of 
the number of people moving to the area, housing and over-crowding 
became a problem. The Chicago Housing Authority decided to build 
high rise apartment buildings to handle the extra people. They called 
this their “housing project”  which was later shortened to the projects. 

 
General Topics 

 Nigeria & the Yoruba Tribe – Nigeria is located in Africa, the Yoruba 
tribe makes up 30% of the population there. They are a group of people 
who share an ethnic background and language, not a traditional “tribe”. 

 Development of ghettos – a ghetto is defined as a section of a city 
occupied by a minority group who live there because of social, 
economic or legal pressure. Originally formed in Europe when Jews 
were forced to live in certain areas. 

 Prometheus – Greek god of being smart, clever or tricky. He angered 
Zeus, head god, and was sentenced to be punished. He was chained up 
and an eagle pecked out his liver, then each morning his liver would be 
renewed and the process would start over again. 


