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 Title Author Description 

 

 

The Absolutely True Diary of a 

Part-Time Indian 

 

Alexie 
 

Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his school on the Indian Reservation to 

attend an all-white town school where the only other Native American is 

the school mascot.  PB, ebook  RL 4.0 229p.  Mature 
 

 

 

Bad Boy: a Memoir 

 

 

Myers 

Author Walter Dean Myers describes his childhood in Harlem in the 

1940s and 1950s, discussing his loving stepmother, his problems in 

school, his reasons for leaving home, and his beginnings as a writer.  PB, 

ebook  RL 6.5  224p. 

 

 

Beyond the Myth: The story of 

Joan of Arc 

 

Brooks 

 

A well-written biography of France's greatest heroine; interesting, and 

full of detail about this remarkable woman and the time in which she 

lived. RL 8.3 176p. 

 

 

Ghosts of War 

 

Smithson 

Ryan Smithson recounts the experiences he had serving his first tour of 

duty as an Army engineer in Iraq when he was only 19.  PB, ebook RL 

5.2  320p 

 

 

 

Gifted Hands 

 

Carson 
Ben Carson’s own story as a black man raised in inner-city Detroit by a 

mother with a 3
rd

 grade education who grew to become one of the 

world’s leading neurosurgeons.  PB, ebook, Audio  RL 6.8  224p 

 

 

 

Great Expectations 

HONORS .. required 

 

Dickens 
The story of Pip, an orphan in Victorian England who is informed one 

day that he has "great expectations" and is to be educated and reared as a 

gentleman.  A classic tale of mystery and morality.  PB ebook audio RL 

9.2 various pp. 

 

 

Hole in My Life 

 

Gantos 
Children’s author, Jack Gantos, relates how, as a young adult, he became 

a drug user and smuggler, was arrested, did time in prison, and 

eventually got out and went to college, all the while hoping to become a 

writer.  PB, ebook, Audio, RL 6.4  199p.  Mature 

 

 

 

I Am Scout 

 

Lee An exploration of the life and achievements of Harper Lee that discusses 

her Southern upbringing, education, family, and writing of "To Kill a 

Mockingbird.” Hardcover, RL 8.3  246p  
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Lucky Man: A Memoir  

Fox 
Actor Michael J. Fox shares the story of his life, discussing his 

childhood in Canada, his career in show business, his marriage and 

family, and his struggle with Parkinson's disease. PB, ebook  RL ~8.0  

272p.   

 

A Mighty Long Way  

Walls 

Carlotta Walls LaNier, one of the 9 students to integrate Little Rock 

Central High School in September, 1957, describes the experiences and 

challenges she and the others faced during their years at Central. PB 

audio ebook  RL  ~6.0  296p 

 

 

 

Mornings on horseback 

 

McCullough 

This book chronicles the youth and family life of Theodore Roosevelt 

between 1869 and 1886, discussing his childhood asthma, the death of 

his first love Alice Lee, his election to the New York State Assembly, 

and his debut in national politics.  Hardcover, PB, Audio 

RL 8.7 370p 

 

 

 

Snow falling in spring 

 

Li-Marcus 
Li-Marcus’ story of growing up during the Chinese Cultural Revolution.  

She witnesses brutal assaults, violent public humiliations, and forced 

confessions as her world is turned upside-down.  PB, ebook  RL 7.1     

176p 

 

 

 

Three little words: a memoir 

 

Rhodes-Carter 
“I felt as worthless as my trash bag” the author writes as she is taken 

from her mother when she was scarcely 4 years old and thrown into 9 

years in the foster care system with “more than a dozen so-called 

mothers.”  PB ebook  RL 5.4  304p 

 

 

 

When I was Puerto Rican 

 

 

 

Santiago Esmeralda Santiago's story begins in rural Puerto Rico, where her 

childhood was full of tenderness but poverty. When her family moves to 

New York, Esmeralda must learn new rules, a new language, and 

eventually take on a new identity.  PB ebook, RL 6.0  274p 

 


