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th

 Grade Summer Reading 2015 
 

 Title Author Description 

 

Alchemist, The Coelho 

Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy, sets out from his home in Spain to the 

Egyptian desert in search of buried treasure, but through his encounters with a 

Gypsy woman, a man who calls himself a king, and an Alchemist, he learns the 

value of the treasures found within himself.  RL 6.4  197p 

 

Bluest Eye, The Morrison 
An 11-year-old African-American girl, in the early 1940s, prays for her eyes to 

turn blue so that she will be beautiful.  Yet as her dream grows more fervent her 

life slowly disintegrates. RL 5.2  215p 

 
Book Thief, The Zusak 

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of 

Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help 

sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their 

neighbors.  RL 4.0  552p 

 

Breakfast of Champions Vonnegut 
Dwayne Hoover, a successful automobile dealer, suddenly decides that he is a 

machine and begins to act accordingly. When Dwayne meets Science fiction 

writer Kilgore Trout, the result is catastrophic.  RL ?  302p 

 

Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar 

Wao, The 
Diaz 

Overweight and nerdy Oscar lives with his Dominican American mother and 

sister in New Jersey and dreams of becoming a renowned author and finding 

true love, but unfortunately, a family curse stands in the way of his wishes.  

RL ?  335p 

 

Class Matters  PA (partial 

read..see teacher) 
Keller 

A team of New York Times reporters explores the ways in which class--defined 

as a combination of income, education, wealth, and occupation--influences 

destiny in a society that likes to think of itself as a land of opportunity.  

RL ?  268p 

 

Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test Wolfe 
A portrait of the novelist Ken Kesey and the West Coast "Merry Pranksters" 

during a several year pursuit of the LSD experience and development of 

psychedelia.  RL ?  416p 

 

Empire of Illusion, PA Hedges 
A shattering meditation on American obsession with celebrity and the epidemic 

of illiteracy that threatens our cultural integrity.  RL ?  232p 

 

How to Read Literature Like a 

Professor  AP 
Foster  

Often, there is much more going on in a novel or poem than is readily visible on 

the surface.  In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Foster shows how 

easy and gratifying it is to unlock those hidden truths.  RL ?  314p 

 

 

I Know Why the Caged Bird 

Sings 
Angelou 

Autobiography covering the childhood of a woman who has been a professional 

dancer, actress, poet, journalist, and television producer. RL 6.7  289p 

 

Invisible Man, The Ellison 

In the course of his wanderings from a Southern college to New York's Harlem, 

an African-American man becomes involved in a series of adventures.  

RL 7.5  572p 

 



 

 

Johnny Got His Gun  AP Trumbo 
A young man who was severely wounded in World War I thinks about his life 

and about the horror and futility of war and its toll on him.  A classic anti-war 

novel.  RL 8.5  243p 

 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 

AP 
Kesey 

A rebel named Randle Patrick McMurphy is committed to a mental ward and 

challenges the authority of its dictatorial head nurse.  Boistrous, ribald and 

ultimately shattering. RL 6.2  272p 

 

Natural, The Malamud 
Gifted baseball player Roy Hobbs, his career derailed by a youthful 

indiscretion, makes a stunning comeback in later life, but finds himself still 

struggling against the temptations that would bring him to ruin. RL 6.3  231p 

 
Perks of Being a Wallflower, The Chbosky 

Charlie, a freshman in high school, explores the dilemmas of growing up 

through a collection of letters he sends to an unknown receiver. RL 6.1  213p 

 

Secret Life of Bees, The Kidd 
14-year-old Lily and her companion, Rosaleen, flee their home after Rosaleen is 

victimized by racist police officers, and find a safe haven in Tiburon, South 

Carolina, at the home of three beekeeping sisters. RL 7.2  301p 

 

Slaughterhouse-Five  AP Vonnegut 
A fourth-generation German-American is tortured by his memories of the 

firebombing of Dresden in 1944 which he witnessed while a prisoner of war.  

Vonnegut’s absurdist classic. RL 8.5  215p 

 

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 

Maintenance 
Pirsig 

The author recounts a motorcycle trip across the country with his eleven-year-

old son and reveals his past life while considering philosophical topics. 

RL ?  406p 

 

 

 

 

 

 


