
Berkley High School 9
th

 Grade Summer Reading 2015… What Makes a Hero? 
 

 

 

The Absolutely True Diary 

of a Part-Time Indian 

HONORS only 

 

 

 

Alexie Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his school on the Indian 

Reservation to attend an all-white town school where the only 

other Native American is the school mascot.  Mature.   

RL 4.0 229p 

 

 

The Bully 

 

Schraff &  Langan 

 

Darrell Mercer, a new student at Bluford High, decides it is time 

to take a stand after he tires of being harassed and threatened by 

bully Tyray Hobbs.   

RL 4.0  190p.  

 

 

 

The Curious Incident of 

the Dog in the Night-time 

 

Haddon 

 

Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, 

Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic 15 year old, decides 

to investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog.  

RL 6.3 226p. 

 

 

 

Curveball: The Year I Lost 

My Grip 

 

Sonnenblick 

 

When a freakish injury ends his pitching career, Peter has some 

major things to figure out: like, is there life after sports?  He 

discovers high school, photography, and girls (not necessarily in 

that order!)   

RL 5.1  304p. 

 

 

 

Enders Game 

 

Card 

 

Ender, who is the result of genetic experimentation, may be the 

military genius Earth needs in its war against an alien enemy. 

RL 5.5 324p 

 

 

 

Hate List 

 

Brown 

 

16-year-old Valerie, whose boyfriend Nick committed a school 

shooting at the end of their junior year, struggles to cope with 

integrating herself back into high school life, unsure herself 

whether she was a hero or a villain.   

RL 4.9  408p. 

 

RL = approximate grade reading level



 

 

 

The Hobbit 

 

Tolkien 

Bilbo Baggins, a Hobbit who just wanted to be left alone, embarks 

upon a dangerous journey with thirteen dwarfs and the wizard 

Gandalf to combat the dragon Smaug. 

RL 7.5 306p. 

 

 

 

Into Thin Air 

 

Krakauer 

The author relates his experience of climbing Mount Everest 

during its deadliest season and examines what it is that makes 

people willingly subject themselves to such risk, hardship, and 

expense.  

RL 8.9 293p. 

 

 

 

The Last Book in the 

Universe 

 

Philbrick After an earthquake has destroyed much of the planet, an epileptic 

teenager nicknamed Spaz begins the heroic fight to bring human 

intelligence back to the Earth of a distant future.   

RL 5.5  223p. 

 

 

Make Lemonade 

 

Wolff 

LaVaughn, trying to earn the money for college, takes a job caring 

for the two children of Jolly, a single teenage mom.  She must b to 

make the right decision for all of them after Jolly is fired.   

RL 5.0  200p. 

 

 

 

Red Scarf Girl 

 

Jiang 

A memoir of the cultural revolution. The author tells about the 

happy life she led in China up until she was twelve-years-old 

when her family became a target of the Communists.  

RL 5.0   285p. 

 

 

 

Shark Girl 

 

Bingham 

After a shark attack causes the amputation of her right arm, 15-

year-old Jane, an aspiring artist, struggles to come to terms with 

her loss and the changes it imposes on her day-to-day life and her 

plans for the future.  

RL 4.0 276p 

 

 

 

Tangerine 

 

Bloor Paul lives in the shadow of his football hero brother, Erik, and 

fights for the right to play soccer despite his near blindness.  But 

what really happened when he lost his eyesight?  RL 4.3  294p. 

RL = approximate grade reading level 


