
Honors English 11  Semester 2 

Final Exam Review 

 

The best ways to study for this exam: 

o Review all of your notes (and questions, if applicable) for each unit – especially for Cat’s Cradle, Existentialism, 

and Fences.   

 

Units covered: 

No Exit/Existentialism 

Cat’s Cradle/Satire 

MLA Citations (globalization) 

Fences/Dutchman/Race issues in America 

 

No Exit/Existentialism 

 Key terms/ideas in Existentialism (absurdity, authenticity, bad-faith, existence precedes essence, being-for-

others, view on suicide, etc.) *Review handouts and notes. 

 Key figures in Existentialism (Sartre, Camus, De Beauvoir). 

 Sartre – life & works, views on Existentialism. 

 Camus – “The Myth of Sisyphus” 

 No Exit 

o depiction of hell and torture 

o each character’s representation of “bad faith” 

o how each character died 

o symbols: doorbell & mirror 

 

Cat’s Cradle/Satire 

 What is satire (key elements) and what are some examples? 

 Jonathan Swift & “A Modest Proposal” *Review question handout 

 Cat’s Cradle 

o Novel’s view on science and religion 

o Key concepts: blind nationalism, dynamic tension, pure research, etc. 

o Bokononism: Who founded it?  Why was it started?  Where was it used?  What are the main tenets?  

(you don’t need to know vocab) 

o Symbol of the cat’s cradle – why is it significant? 

o “Hundred Martyrs to Democracy” – Significance?  Irony? 

o Characters: Jonah (John), Felix Hoenikker, Newt, Frank, Papa Monzano, Dr. Breed, the Crosbys, the 

Mintons, the Castles. 

 

Globalization 

 Focus on citations, not content 

o Correct MLA research paper format 

o Works cited page format 

o Parenthetical documentation (*punctuation with quotation marks!!!) 

 Review MLA information from my website 

 

 

 

 



Honors English 11  Semester 2 

Fences & Dutchman: Race Issues in America 

 Relationships between characters and how those relationships change 

 Main conflicts 

o Between Troy and Rose 

o Between Troy and Cory 

o Between Troy and Bono 

 Rose – her view of Troy and her view of herself as a mother 

 Gabe – what is his condition and why is that significant?  Why is the last scene important? 

 Troy’s relationship with his sons 

o How does he view his responsibility as a father? 

o Generation gap 

 Troy’s relationship with his father and its significance 

 How does Troy view death?  The devil? 

 The significance of songs (train song that Troy sings to baby Raynell, and Blue song that is passed down from 

Troy’s father) 

 Troy’s reason for having an affair 

 Symbols 

o Fence 

o Baseball 

o Death 

 Dutchman 

o Judeo-Christian symbolism 

o Black man/white woman dynamics in 1950’s America 

o Clay’s mistake – what got him killed? 

o Amiri Baraka political beliefs regarding racism – how does he think it should be dealt with? 

 

 

Study hard, and good luck! 


