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Honors English 11 Course Syllabus 
 
Instructor: Ms. Emily Mullins  
 
Contact Information: 

 School Phone/Voice Mail – 248-837-8077 

 Email – emullins@berkleyschools.org  – Best way to contact me 

 Go to http://mullin35.wordpress.com/ for all things Honors 11 

 Follow me at @MsEmilyMullins for other reminders/information 

 Turnitin.com: ID and password will be on a separate sheet and can be found on my website 
 

Course Overview 
Welcome to Honors English 11!  I hope that you are all ready to begin another rigorous year of honors 
English.  As in your previous English courses, we will spend much of our time focusing on narrative analysis, 
examining several recurring themes that work to bind all of our stories together.  We will also examine a 
variety of supplemental poems and nonfiction pieces in order to better understand the how and the why 
questions that many of our works will undoubtedly evoke.  As a departure, though, critical thinking about 
these works will also come from reputable literary criticism published by some of the leading names in the 
field. Some of these pieces of criticism will be college-level or higher because I have high expectations for 
you. Adapt, improvise and overcome. After examining all of these disparate voices, we will have the 
opportunity to consider our own unique opinions, supporting them with the evidence brought up in class. 
 
In addition to reading, this course is also heavily invested in helping you hone your writing and research skills.  
This year you will write literary analyses of different lengths, a research-based essay, several SAT/ACT-style 
analysis impromptus, and a few creative pieces.  Select units will include a technology component where you 
will be required to complete web-based writing and present your work to the class.  You will also engage in 
fundamental writing work to improve vocabulary, spelling, grammar, and style through the writing process, 
not simply through (boring) isolated exercises.  
 
Because this is an honors course, I assume that you are a strong reader and a proficient writer.  I also assume 
that you have a keen interest in improving your abilities, and that you are willing to do the work that is 
required to learn at an accelerated rate.  Finally, I assume that your ability to analyze literature is strong. As 
the semester goes on, you will be asked to make and support your own judgments about the texts without first 
being directed toward “the right answer.” 
 
Help and Make Up Times 
If you need help with anything pertaining to this course, please ask!  I will be happy to schedule time during 
lunch or after school to provide help when it is needed.  I check my email regularly, but keep in mind that I 
will not always be able to respond immediately.   
 
 

As this is an honors section, late daily work is not accepted.  Major papers will be reduced 10% for each 
calendar day they are late.  Failure to appear in class for a group presentation will result in an alternate, 
individual assignment or a zero if you do not address your absence with me.  Reading quizzes must be taken 
when they are administered, regardless of whether the student was in class the day before (please use the 
calendars to keep up with reading assignments).     
 
* If you have an EMERGENCY and cannot complete an assignment, please contact me ASAP via email and I will decide if 
an exception can be made. (FYI: an EMERGENCY is not, “I had a/an [insert extracurricular activity/event] yesterday 
and so I didn’t have time to do my homework.” – Please plan ahead!) 
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One of the major jobs of this course is to prepare you for college, and, as such, it is inappropriate for 
you to turn in assignments that are late, incomplete, or not your best work.  Be proactive.  Be responsible.  
You’ll be fine.  
 
General Expectations in as fun a format as I can muster right now: 
 
1. Please respect yourself, your peers, and your teacher.  I expect you to be listening attentively when either I or one 

of your peers is speaking, and we will do the same for you.  Also please be respectful of others’ opinions.  In this 
class we will (hopefully) have some pretty lively debates on some interesting and sometimes controversial topics, 
and you may not agree with what someone else says.  Nevertheless, we MUST respect everyone’s opinion – they 
all matter.  After all, “we don’t see things as they are, we see them as we are” (Anais Nin), and so we can’t expect 
everyone to agree on everything. Kindness is key.  
 

2. You must be prepared for class each day.  This means having completed all of the assigned reading and writing 
homework before the start of class each day.  (Please have your work printed out and ready to go on the day it is due!)  
I will not necessarily collect and grade every single assignment, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t do them – they 
will help you in the long run.  If you blow them off you are only cheating yourself. 
 

3. NO WHINING.  Whining makes teachers’ heads implode; you do not want to see my head implode.  You will have 
to work hard in this class if you want to get the most out of it; it will not be easy, but I promise you that it will be 
rewarding.  Like most things in life, what you invest in this course is directly proportional to what you get out of it.   
 

4. All drafts of major essays must be typed in Times New Roman (or similar) 12 pt. font and double spaced, with 1 
inch margins.  You must have these ready to present at the start of class.  Final drafts are all submitted digitally 
and must be turned in to turnitin.com by 11:59pm on the day they are due unless told otherwise. Sometimes you 
kids can be highly persuasive, or you are insomniac zombies who stay up till all hours of the early morning. Because 
I do not have a printer in my room, please have all typed material printed and ready at the start of class, OR email 
me the night before and ask me oh so kindly to print it out for you and I will have it on your desk at the start of 
class. I can be that cool and nice, but if you ask me to print it out at the beginning of class when you arrive, I will 
neither be cool or nice.   
 

5. If you are absent you will have as many class periods as you missed to make up work.  This class moves quickly so 
please be proactive when seeking help.  See me as soon as possible to schedule missed quizzes and tests.  Failure to 
do so in a timely manner will result in these assignments being marked as a zero.  Remember: It is your responsibility, 
not mine, to make sure you get all of your missed work and make it up immediately. 
 

6. Work must be done completely on the day it is due to receive full credit. Thoughtless responses or missing portions of 
homework will result in a corresponding loss of credit.  Your best effort on everything you do is not just recommended - at 
this level, it is expected. 
   

7. The use of electronics must be responsible and must follow the guidelines as outlined in the school and classroom 
policy. If electronic devices are not used according to classroom and school rules, then they will be confiscated 
immediately. When in doubt, turn it off! 
 

8. Academic honesty is essential.  Any work that you turn in must be your own; when using someone else’s words or 
thoughts, you must always give credit to the author.  Failure to do so will be considered plagiarism and will result 
in a zero on the assignment, a call home, disciplinary measures to be taken by the administration, and no 
opportunity to resubmit the work.  Even unintentional plagiarism will be punished – if you are not sure if 
something is plagiarism, please ask me or another English teacher.  It’s better to be safe than sorry.  Remember: we 
are all “dwarfs standing on the shoulders of giants” (Sir Isaac Newton), so give the giants their due credit. 
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Grade Weighting per Marking Period: 

Classwork 10% 

Homework 15% 

Essays 35% 

Tests/Quizzes/Projects/Presentations 40% 

 
Materials 
Every day you should bring a notebook, a writing utensil, the literature selection we are reading, and your 
planner. I also HIGHLY recommend keeping a 3-ring binder specifically for this class, or at least a folder.  
You will accumulate lots of articles and handouts, and a binder is the best way to keep these organized.   
 
Units of Study 
 
Semester 1: 

 Getting Started: Introductions & Summer Reading (Grapes of Wrath) 

 I.  Class Struggles and the Jazz Age: Reading The Great Gatsby 

 II.  The (Sour) Milk of Human Kindness: The Corrupting Power of Macbeth  

 III.  Who Controls the Past Controls the Future: The Dystopian World(s) of 1984  

 IV. Into the Wild: The American Transcendental Journey from Emerson to McCandless to You 
Semester 2: 

 I.  I, Too, was Superfluous: Sartre, Existentialism, and No Exit 

 II.  Nothing in this Book is True: Vonnegut, Satire, and Cat’s Cradle 

 III.  Adventures in Globalization 

 IV.  Representations of Race in American Theatre: Fences 
 
Resources 
My BHS webpage is NOT going to be used this year. Instead all documents and pertinent 
information will be on my class website: http://mullin35.wordpress.com/ 
 
* On my webpage: 

 Updated calendars – the copies you get in class are subject to change, but the current, updated 
calendar can always be found on my website. 

 Current assignments – if you are absent, you can go to my website to get what you missed instead of 
waiting to get it from me the next day. 

 PowerPoints shown in class – Instead of frantically copying down every single bit of information in 
your notes in class (and possibly missing important explanation), you can take more leisurely 
notes/listen intently, then refer back to the powerpoint or even print it off at home. 

 Important updates or notes – Check my webpage regularly (especially before tests/exams/major 
papers and projects) because I will occasionally post additional information, tips, links, etc. that may 
be helpful to you! 

http://mullin35.wordpress.com/

