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Partner Interview Stories 2015 
 

This assignment is designed to introduce you to the world of interviewing. Much of the 

information readers will want to know will be achieved through interviews and insight from multiple 

people. We will also discuss human interest pieces and why they are interesting to readers.  

 

For this assignment, you will each be assigned a partner to interview, and this person will then assist 

you in coming up with your story (even though it is about them) along with your editor who will 

also assist and be the final editor on your story. The editor will also sit in on the interview. 

 

First, begin with the interview so you can take lots of notes. Remember to ask open-ended 

questions. These are questions that require more than a “yes” or “no” answer. Try to ask questions 

you wouldn’t mind answering yourself, or questions you would have fun answering. This should be 

more similar to a conversation and less like an interrogation. If you do not get quite the answer you 

were looking for, feel free to dig a little deeper and ask follow-up questions.  

Some question ideas: 

1. In your opinion, what is the best thing about you? 

2. If you could only tell someone one thing about your life what would it be? 

3. Tell me about your childhood. Do you have a favorite memory or anecdote? 

4. What do you like to do after school? 

5. What’s the funniest thing that has happened to you recently? 

Ask questions that will be interesting for your subject to answer and questions that will make your 

writing process easier.  

 

Second, please remember when you are answering questions that note-taking is hard, and both 

people involved should speak clearly and at such a volume that the other person does not have to 

ask you to continually repeat yourself. 

 

Turn over for more directions 

Third, when you have your notes completed, please write a clearly focused draft on your partner. 

This should not just be a list of each and everything they’ve told you, but a way for readers to see 



 

 

that you’ve gotten to know your partner. When you have finished your draft, please go through the 

lists and questions below and re-write your paragraph accordingly. Then talk to your editor! Talk 

about whether this is a feature story. Is it a human interest piece? Is it creative? Does it avoid 

bias/strong adjectives? Etc. 

 

Your paragraph should have... 

• The name of the person you are interviewing correctly spelled. No fact errors! 

• A creative title based on what the interview gave you 

• At least 10 sentences. Feel free to add more. 

• Coherent sentences that vary in length 

• The most interesting information. It is your choice what you would like to focus on, but 

remember to ask yourself, “Would I enjoy reading this?” 

• A clear focus that provides your reader with insight into the person you are profiling. The aspect 

of the interview you choose should depict this person’s character (what kind of person they are, 

their qualities, and personality) for readers 

• Correct grammar 

• Creative use of writing techniques 

 

When you are editing your draft with the editor, be sure to ask yourself the following questions: 

1. Is the beginning interesting? Will it draw the reader in? 

2. Is the whole paragraph interesting? Would you enjoy reading this the way it’s written? 

3. Is everything accurate? 

4. Does it flow? Try reading it aloud. Make sure it doesn’t sound choppy.  

 

You will be turning in your interview notes, your first draft, and your final draft all stapled 

together. Your rough draft and your final copy should be different. Also, please have your name on 

each separate piece of paper. 

Remember your final draft should be typed and saved to the N Drive by the beginning of 

the hour on Thursday, September 10th. They will then do a final edit and talk with you about your 

human interest feature story.  

 

Writer/Interviewer: Aaron Berlin          Interviewee: Zoe Blake      Editor: Jake Kreinbring 
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Writer/Interviewer: Jordan McGee       Interviewee: Annie Silver    Editor: Bennett Hart 
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