
English 11H Author:  

The Great Gatsby   
Definition Essay – Peer Revision Editor 1:  

 
DIRECTIONS:  Read your peer's essay and answer the questions below. 
 
Opening 
1. Does the opening paragraph contain a lead-in/hook sentence?  YES     NO 
2. Does the introduction clearly indicate the word that will be defined and a definition without using the novel to 

contextualize the definition? YES     NO 
3. Does the opening paragraph contain the italicized title of the novel and the author’s name?   YES  NO 
4. Is there brief and concise background provided that also makes clear its connection to the selected word in order to 

smoothly transition into the thesis?  YES     NO 
5. Is the thesis clear and concise?  Does it present a clear, yet simple definition of the word in terms of The Great Gatsby?    

YES      NO 
 
Body Paragraphs 
 
6. Are the topic sentences clear in their depiction of the definition at each point of its evolution (1st body should only 

restate the thesis, 2nd body builds on the orig. definition, and the 3rd builds on the 2nd body’s definition)?   

YES    NO 

7. Are definition strategies easy to identify and clearly presented in about 1-3 sentences at the beginning of each body 

paragraph AFTER the topic sentence? Do they help clarify the definition at this point in the body?  YES NO 

8. Are three different strategies being used throughout the three body paragraphs?    YES    NO 

9. Does each body paragraph connect the strategy with an example from the book?  YES       NO 

10. Does each body paragraph contain a quotation from the book that helps to support and expand on the thesis/TS of 

specific body paragraph?  YES       NO 

11. Is the context included when the quote is introduced?  YES       NO  

12. Are quotes blended smoothly or introduced with a colon? YES NO 

13. Are page #s included? YES NO 

14. Does the analysis fully explain how the example/evidence/def. strategy works to depict the definition at this point 

in the body of your essay? Does it keep in mind the original definition even when discussing the newly evolved 

form of the thesis/definition?  YES   NO 

15. Does the last sentence of each body paragraph tie the example from the book to those used to introduce the 
strategy and return to the thesis?  YES NO 

 
Conclusion 
16. Does the conclusion of the essay do all of the following: 
 

Restate thesis?  YES NO 
Wrap up main points?   YES NO 
Leave the reader with something to think about?     YES NO 
 

Overall Quality – Rank 0-5, (five is excellent) 

1. Word choice (including avoiding you, I, etc.): _______________ 

2. Sentences: _________________ 

3. Mechanics: ________________ 

4. What letter grade would you give the essay at this point? ____________________ 

Explain your grade: 



Editor 2:  

 
Two strengths of the essay are: 
 
1) 
 
 
 
2) 
 
 
Three things that need to be improved are: 
 
1) 
 
 
 
2) 
 
 
 
3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


