
English 11 Honors 
Gatsby Exam Review 
 
Because this is our first unit exam, I want to quickly remind you that reviews are designed to audit 
the amount of information you should know prior to taking the test.  Reviews are not designed to 
summarize a body of information so that you can then regurgitate it later on.  Think carefully about 
what you are being asked to know here.  If you have any questions, please bring them to class and we 
can discuss them. 
      _______________ 

 
The Great Gatsby 

 Major characters, their interests, the obstacles that prevent them from getting what they 
want 

 Major symbols 
o T.J. Eckleburg  
o The Green Light 
o Cars 
o West Egg/East Egg 
o Valley of Ashes 
o Nightingale in the Buchanan’s back yard—think Daisy i.e. her voice as the 

“deathless song” 

 Important quotes (esp. last line) 

 Rumors of Gatsby’s past 

 Themes (what the novel suggests about its topics: wealth, power, American dream, love, the 
past, ruins, etc.) 

 

Fitzgerald Biographical Info from film 
 Relationship w/ father, status anxiety 

 Genevre King 

 Zelda 

 Relationship w/ Maxwell Perkins 

 Coining “The Jazz Age” 
 

Keats & Shelly 
 Characteristics of “Ode to a Nightingale” & “Ozymandias” 

 Examples of Romantic impulses/themes in each poem (review handout) 

 Connections btwn the subject of “Ode” and characters in Gatbsy 

 Connections btwn “Ozymandias” and Gatsby’s pursuits throughout the novel  
 

Historical & Literary Movements  
 Romantic Movement 

o What characteristics define this attitude? 
o What characters or moments in Gatsby demonstrate this attitude? 

 Literary Modernism  
o Think of the excerpt from “The Waste Land,” by T.S. Eliot.  Consider the speaker’s 

interest in speaking from characters from Greek Mythology as he navigates a 
fragmented contemporary world.  Does Gatsby serve as a crossroads between the 
old, world-maintaining stories of the past as it clumsily tries to navigate the “new” 
world of “The Jazz Age?” How does Tiresias act as Nick serving as a third party 
observer, wandering from careless life to careless life as a peripheral onlooker? 


