
English 11 Honors 
Shakespeare Pre-Reading 
 
Harold Bloom likes sad things. The Berkley High School English 
department’s canon of texts are mostly sad. Death, murder, and 
you know, general lives being put in shambles are all common 

place.  Look how sad he looks (). His life is one of great 
controversy, great insight, and great melancholy.  This assignment 
allows you to become acquainted with his unsettling qualities first 
hand.  
 
We are going to watch a 1998 interview that he gives to Charlie 
Rose.  While watching, consider the following questions and I will 
choose three questions for you to answer after watching the 
interview, each in well-formed paragraphs. Take notes for all the 
questions. You can write on this sheet or attach another piece of 
paper.  This will be collected at a later time.  
 

1. What exactly does Bloom try to express by subtitling his book The Invention of the Human?  Be 
specific here. 
 

2. Bloom has a problem with teachers and theater directors and their work with Shakespeare.  
What is his problem?  In your experiences with Shakespeare, do you agree with him? 
 

3. Bloom says of Shakespeare that he is the greatest single miracle not just in the history of 
human art but in the history of human consciousness.  This seems to be a fairly controversial 
statement.  How does he rationalize this statement?  What are your thoughts about this idea? 
 

4. Bloom says something to the effect that “[teachers] don’t teach literature.  They only teach 
ideology.  It’s terrible.”  What do you think he means by this?  Do you agree? 
 

5. High concept directors are the curse of Shakespeare today.  What does Bloom mean by this? 
 

6. Describe Bloom’s opinion on the artistic output of England.  Do good things come out of 
the UK?  How do you feel about this? 
 

7. According to Bloom, what are the only things contemporary people (him included) really 
know about Shakespeare’s biography? 
 

8. Toward the end of the clip, how does Bloom describe Shakespeare’s personality, his spirit, 
his love life?  Are you surprised by this?   
 

9. Bloom begins his book with two epigraphs, one by Friedrich Nietzsche, a famous 
philosopher.  It says “That for which we find words is already dead in our hearts.  There is 
always a kind of contempt in the act of speaking.” Why does Bloom start his book this way.  
What are your thoughts on the message of the quote? 
 

 
Bonus Question: If Bloom were a character in The Great Gatsby, who would he be and why?  Three 
sentence response, maximum.  
 


