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INTRODUCTION: 

1. Hook relates to topic, is interesting, and doesn’t jump right into the novels, but leads into novels. 

YES     NO 

If no, how can it be fixed? Offer suggestions: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Background introduces both novels without giving away too much about what the paper should be about. 

Authors, titles (underlined OR italicized), and a brief, 1 sentence summary are included. 

YES     NO 

3. There should be a transition between the background and the thesis to make it make sense. This can be a 

sentence or two. 

YES     NO 

4. The Thesis is the MOST IMPORTANT PART. It indicates what the paragraph will be proving. 

Is it clear? Does it make sense? Does it address their prompt? 

YES     NO 

How could they fix it so it addresses the prompt more effectively? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

BODY PARAGRAPHS: 

Body #1:  

Body paragraphs in analysis essays include the following components: 

1. Topic sentence—introduces main idea in paragraph, contains a transition word and is not an example 
or plot point; it should relate clearly to the thesis. 

YES    NO 
 



2. Context for quote (evidence)/example—provide the background for the quote to be included; tell who 
is talking, when, why, to whom, etc.   

YES    NO 
 

3. Use quote/example smoothly—an easy way to do this is by introducing the quote in the middle of the 
sentence; i.e., When she finds out about the accident, Linda said, “(put quote here)” (Author Last Name 
243).  Notice that the citation goes at the end of the sentence, followed by the period.  

YES    NO 
 

4. Analyze the quote/example—explain what this quote/example shows, why it is important/significant in 
terms of your thesis. This is absolutely necessary. 

YES    NO 
 

5. REPEAT STEPS 2-4 in the same paragraph.  
YES    NO 

 
6. Wrap it up—recap the main ideas and state how it helps prove thesis. ALWAYS GO BACK TO THE 

THESIS. 
YES    NO 

 

Body #2:  

Body paragraphs in analysis essays include the following components: 

7. Topic sentence—introduces main idea in paragraph, contains a transition word and is not an example 
or plot point; it should relate clearly to the thesis. 

YES    NO 
 

1. Context for quote (evidence)/example—provide the background for the quote to be included; tell who 
is talking, when, why, to whom, etc.   

YES    NO 
 

2. Use quote/example smoothly—an easy way to do this is by introducing the quote in the middle of the 
sentence; i.e., When she finds out about the accident, Linda said, “(put quote here)” (Author Last Name 
243).  Notice that the citation goes at the end of the sentence, followed by the period.  

YES    NO 
 
 

3. Analyze the quote/example—explain what this quote/example shows, why it is important/significant in 
terms of your thesis 

YES    NO 
 

4. REPEAT STEPS 2-4 in the same paragraph.  
YES    NO 

 
5. Wrap it up—recap the main ideas and state how it helps prove thesis. ALWAYS GO BACK TO THE 

THESIS. 
YES    NO 

 



The Conclusion includes… 

Restatement (with new wording) of Thesis 

 YES    NO 

Wrap up of main ideas addressed in body 

 YES    NO 

Leaving the reader with something to consider that relates to the topic. 

 YES    NO 

OTHER ITEMS TO LOOK FOR: 

1. Is the title interesting?  

YES    NO 

 

2. Are the titles of the novels EITHER underlined or italicized every time? 

YES    NO 

 

3. Does each paragraph act as a single, cohesive unit working to prove ONE aspect or part of their 

thesis? 

YES    NO 

 

 

 


