
Parts of Speech 
 

Noun: person, place, thing, or idea (focus on common nouns instead of proper nouns and do not 
include pronouns) 
 
Verb: expresses an action or a state of being (focus on action verbs instead of linking verbs) 
 
Adjective: describes a noun or a pronoun (consider: which one, what kind, how many?) 
 
Adverb: describes verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs (it answers the questions: when, where, how, 
why, and to what extent?) 
 

Rhetorical Strategies 
 
Affiliations 
Most groups demand some degree of allegiance of their members. Persuasive ads will often connect 
the viewer with the majority or the candidate with the majority.  
 
Us vs. Them 
Does the speaker see two "sides," with the other side being in some way inferior or denigrated? This 
happens all the time in environmental discourse, and often tends to cloud the real issues, and 
impede useful analysis. Many techniques of propaganda employ this technique: name calling, touting 
how great it is to "belong," using one-sided testimonials of famous people, simplifying issues for 
slogans, emphasizing being on the right side of the competition.  
 
Fear  
Fear plays on deep-seated fears; warns the audience that disaster will result if they do not follow a 
particular course of action. Examples: an insurance company pamphlet includes pictures of houses destroyed by 
floods, followed up by details about home-owner’s insurance. 
 
Logos - Logical appeal 
Appeals to the head using logic, numbers, explanations, and facts. Through Logos, a 
writer aims at a person's intellect. The idea is that if you are logical, you will 
understand.  
Ethos - Appeal to shared values 
Appeals to the conscience, ethics, morals, standards, values, principles.  
Pathos - Emotional appeals 
Appeals to the heart, emotions, sympathy, passions, sentimentality.  
 
Suggestive Questioning 
Effective persuaders will ask a question in a way that offers answers (usually one that they want to 
hear).  
 
 
 
 

Definitions 
Connotation: the associated meaning of a word in addition to its explicit or primary meaning. 
 
Dichotomy: division into two mutually exclusive, opposed, or contradictory groups 


